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FR£PAC£. 



Tnis Tolumo wu mottly written u die rccnsAtton of inr^id 
houn, during tlio winter tuccccding Mr. Ilowland't decCMO. 
Od tlie return ofhcaltb, ft prcsi of profcuioDtl dutici cftUMil it 
to b« laid anidc, to be coroplclcd ftt a inoro convcaicnt leuoD. 
Until rcccniljr tlio opportunily bu not occurred. DcU^i Itow^ 
ever, hu been nttcndcd with Bdvant^gc. "By it, Tkluftblo mato- 
rial) Iavo como Into tlio autlior't poaMuion which otborwiM 
would not baTO been available. 

Some }-ean preceding hii (Icatfa, Mr. IIowlaDd, at tlio rctiaett 
ofa member of bii Ikmily, begun to write down hii recollections 
of men and events in Rhodo Island, particularly during the 
roTolulionai}' period. Hail this reconl been commenced and 
punucd before tbo infirmitiei of advanced ago rendered writing 
fatl|[ulng, ft Urge amount of matter important to Um local fto4 
gcnorftl hittoriftn, bow Io*t| would iitva boon prewrvod. It (f 
grstifying that w much liai bean uvod. 

Mr. IlowtanU took ploaiiire In communicftling Inlbmttlon to 
inquiron, at^d it wai tbo privilege of tbo writer, at dilToront 
limei, to draw freely from tbo itorei of bit retentiva memory'. 
From thcie material!, combined with lelectiont from bii pub* 
liihed writing) and tlio incidents lupplied by many of Ut pep> 
■onal friend), tlio narrative ha) been (o woven tbat WTeral 
cbapten partake of the character of an autobiography. Hii 
varied experience and minuto obscrration while in the Conti- 
ncnLil icrvice, bis inlliiulo Bcquaintanco with the leading men 
of Uhodo Island, and tut personal knowledge of Wathington, 
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Greene, Lee, Getei, SnUiTan, Arnold, Panl Jones, and other 
diidngniibed oflieen of tlie rcTolntion, impart to tlicee recol- 
betionf an nnnsnal hittorio ralae. 

Some, long familiar with Mr. Howland, majr miss incidonta 
and penonal anecdotes which woold have given additional in- 
terest to this work. Bat a moment's reflection will satif fjr such 
that an attempt to eollect eveiy detail worth/ of perpetuation, 
•mhnkoed in a lifo of nearly fire score yean, must havo proved 
ahortiTe. And however their loss may he regretted, enough, 
it is helieved, have heen preserved, to illostrato the character 
of ooa whose inflnence ibr more than half a century was steadi- 
ly devoted to the welfare of the rising institutions of his adopted 
home enoogh to show what he was, and how laithfiilly he met 
tta responsihilitiei of his statioa> 
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INTRODUCTIOIT. 



T-ftT 



HowLAXD, a numorouB name la the United States, 
Is of Engllflh origin. It Is traced through ancient 
records, to " John Howland, o( London, gentleman, 
citizen and anltor," born (probably) between 1S15 
• and 1518, early in the -reign of Henry YIII. Ho 
married Anne, daughter *>( • Grcnway, of 

Clay, county of Norfolk. She died in 15S8. The 
issue of this niarriogo was elcTcn sons and one 
daughter. Tho eldest son, Richard, born 1540, 
was made Dishop of Pctcrboro'. To him, by pa- 
tent, dated June 10, 1584, family arms were oon- 
firmed, and allowed to all tlie posterity of his fa- 
ther. Sir Giles Uowland, seventh son of John, 
married first, Anne, daughter of Sir John Hart, 
and second, Eliiabcth, daughtorof Sir John Rirors, 
both wires being of London. The fruits of these 
anions wore three sons and four daughters. His 
oldest son. Sir John Howland, of Strcatham, Co. 
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Somf, Ent, died 1631, and vas snccocdod hy liis 
brothor Geoffrey, as Lord of Uie Manor of Toot- 
ing Bee. ElizabotU Holland, grand dauglitcr of 
GeoflrojT, married Wrothcrliy Uugsctl, Uarquig of 
TftTutodc, afterwards Duke of Bedford. IIo died 
1711 ; sh« 1724; from vhom the present Dako of 
Bedford and Baron Ilovland. 

Jobn Howland, brotlier of tlio Bishop, and sec- 
ond son of John of London, was born 1541. IIo 
married Emma, daughter and heiress of Nicliolos 
Berell, dtixen of London. In this lino descended 
John Bowland, bom 1592, and one of the founders 
of the Fl/mouth Colony. 

Whether ho was one of the original company in 
Holland, or accompanied Carver on hio second ro- 
tara from England to Leydcn, is nnknown. It is 
BOt improbable, however, that ho was among tlio 
namber who waited at Soutliampton tlio rctnrn of 
ihn company, preparatory to sailing for America. - 
On that memorable voyage, during "a mighty 
ftorm," bo DUTOwly escaped drowning.* At tlio 
time of his arrival at Plymouth, ho was twcnty- 
oight years of ago. Princo, in his chronology, fol- 
lowing Morton, speaks of him as " of Carver's 
ftmily." GoTcroor Bradford, in his history of Ply- 
moath Plantation, recently published, calls him 
Carver's servant, an exprcssson tliat may benr a 
legal definition, though it has been coi^jectured ' 
lliat Carver, having advanced him means with 
Thkh to proenre his outfit, tho young self-reliant 
•dreatmrer hod ^frecd to " work put " tho debt on 

«Bndrord, p.Tt. 
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arriving in tho now world. Be that as it m.ar^ ho 
was associated with the leaders in all tho primary 
movements for effecting a settlement, and was ear- 
ly called by the colonists to discharge duties re- 
quiring sound judgment, bu.-)incss talent, and great 
intrepidity. On ^[orton's list ho is tho thirteenth 
of the forty-one wlio signed the memorable com- 
pact formed on board tho Mayflower in Capo Cod 
harbor, and was one of tho ten "principal 
wen," who with ciglit seamen, were "scntoout" 
on tho Cth December following, to discover n lo- 
cality suitable for their fuluro home. Driven by 
storm into Plymouth harbor, the little band of ex- 
plorers went on shore, and thus was conferred on 
them the distinction of having stood on "Forefa- 
thers' Rock," since "become on olycct of venera- 
tion," five days before the Mayflower with the res- 
idue of licr company, cast anchor in the desired 
^ haven. 

In IC27, he was associated with Governor Brad- 
ford and i-ix other principal men of the colony, ia 
a contract, made witii the London merchant adven- 
turers, iu whicii tJiey agrocd to give them X1800 
for the relinqiiisluncnt of tlicir claims upon tho 
Plymouth Inndu, and also to assume the colony 
debts, ainouutiug to X2400 more. As a consider- 
ation for tiiip, the "undertakers," as tlicy wcro 
called, were to have the monopoly of the whole 
trade of tiic colony for six years. In 1(!33 ho was 
elected au axflistant in the government of tho col- 
ony, which olTicc he held for several years. IIo 
had the chief management of the undertakers' tra- 
ding establishment on tho Kennebec, where his 



8 IXTmODDOTlOlIt 

firmoCH irw lignally tested liy tho lioodstrcngnnd 
neklcM Ilockfng,* and for eighteen years ho vaa 
a rcproscotfttlro of tho town of Plymouth in the 
General Court of tlio colony. In tlio records he 
li honorably lucntioncd as "a godly ninn and an an* 
eient professor in the irays of Cliriat," vho " lived to 
tli« ago of eighty years, and proved a useful instru* 
ment of good in bli place." At tho ordination of 
Ur. John Cotton jr., in 1GG7, Iio "was appointed 
by the church to Join in tlio iuipoRition of liaiids." 
Willi ODO exception, (Jolin Atdcn,) ho outlived all 
the signers of the Mayflovcr compact, and of tlio 
entire body of pioneers " by whose iiistrumcntaltty 
" tlie great question was settled as to what nation 

*nori(lnf hrfongedlo tbcplanriilkmat rtMii(*quK, In wliirlil^nl 
S^ >im1 Lord llraok woe eonrprned. He ■iivni|tieil ro irailo wlrhln 
tte Unit* Df rb« ri}-inoulh ra(cnf on tbe Kmni-hcc rivrr, ami )ij m- 
■■(■p Ibo rirer ihoir llic Inulltie liounc of Ibc llrmoulh rompnnf , to 
iM Itr iipt ibetr tnd* ftam thai illrcrtlnn. Tho nplrii In whk-h itili civ> 
uuaibuuil WW rcflaleil hv Ilawl*Twl, M>jr tic Icamnl timn llm tol: 
l0<riaKd«pMlikmropkd from ilwOld Colon; ncronlmit llfmoiith, 
bf A. U BttMd, Km|., >ml rommnnlnitril liy him to llm ttrw-fjig- 
laMlIIMorialMdC«inilngfnlllr(ilMrrrorJanu>l7, IKUi 
IfpaMk. letl. rHKKC GncitliKoa. 

TWcdqionealMlrtb, iIiBlnpnnilw lUy of April, John llork- 

Jait tUlag al anker wlrhln our liniliia almrc (lie hnwM-, Hr. Julin 
HowIbwI went np lo bim wik <)«< Imrii ami rliarRnl the uhl llnrk- 
lag t« wdKh hit ■xkron ami ikpart. who aniwrml hrc wonld itol, 
"ar* li>n)e apccrbea, drmauii>llnj( vhk hr ii|iako iini in liim thai *cnt 
him Umnk. Amwrre waa mad Ivr John llowlanil thai (hi- la«t 
TCM* ■ boat was iMt, harInK no othrr Imalm-a, (o know wlxllier 
jt waa ilwin mini thai lire Blmnld Ihn* wrnnirc iia In n-ir Irwle; 
Wfca ivnnird aanrrr thrr arnl Mm not Ih-iIht. an<i th'TiTun- Ur. 
nnwlaml i«nhl hini thai Itet ahonbl mn now aaflW Mm tlier lo rhle- 
John llorkltMC drmanmlrd what he wouhl iIop, whftlirr he irould 
■a^; Mr. llowUmd anawrrH no.tmthrwnnldriitlilmrniniilM'iioe. 
John llorkhm Mid tml awore lie woahl not ahooi, Iml iwom lir wg 

MiBc B >>onl him be woulil •i-wt n> . Tlina |>Ra.|i,u iiy Mm ire 

■•»• lo an Miicr lamlblns nera hit barke. Mr. Ilowlaml lihl iJikq 
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of Europe should predominate in North America," 
none, at hia decease, were left in Plymouth. Gov- 
crnor Bradford says he " became a useful nioinbcr 
both in ehiirch and commonwealth," ond tho fre- 
quency with which hia name la mentioned in tho 
Plymouth colony rcoordB, as connected with im- 
portant transactions, furnishes abundant c^'idcnce 
that ho was one of the most energetic and cHlciont 
of tlio Pilgrim band. 

Until tlio publication of Bradford's history it 
bad been supposed, and eo stated by several hid- 
toriana, that the Pilgrim Uowland niairicd Govern- 
or Carver's daughter. General tradition, liaiidcd 
down in an unbroken line from tho decease of the 
former in 1072, bad uniformly and without ques- 
tion 80 declared. It is now eaid that Car\-er had 
no daughter, which, if true, offordB a remarkable 
illustration of historic uncorulnty. Tbia state- 

«r hia men jro« eutl hi* ealilo whOM noniea wrara Jnhn Fri*li, Tliom- 
M Snvoty mid Willliim Kriinolef, who p'fcnlly cut one, liut were 
ptit by the oilier liy tlie strengili of Iho ■Ireino. Ur, tlowlanJ, •«- 
ln« thrj- ronhl not Tcinirinu; llie raiinow lo ilio oilier raljlo. caKil 
lilm a boni, and bed Moaei Tnllmit boo «* them, who aeronllngly 
went rcry Tcildyly aiul brougt't tho eunow lo llorklngi cable. Ue 
bciiiR on deik rnlno wftli a rnrbino mill a platolc In li[a liai-.l and 
pnciUly iwcntcd hia peeeo nl Tliomna hnvorj-; but Ibc eanow h* iho 
lido wai put ncro tho bow of the bnrk, w«* Ilorkins aceiiiK ii-Miitly put 
l^i»p«ccaImwtlolIoyaeITnlbolt•hend,w*U^.IIo*U■ld»cciuBC»^ 
cd to him de>lerJnit liim not lo ahut liin man, but to tnkc liinin-lfc for 
111) mark ; inyliiK hia men did tint Ihal which be commaiindi-d tbem, 
*nit ihcrforc dcalcred him nol lo Imrt any of lUcm. If any wrong 

mia don It waa Minarlfu thiit did It 1 tlierforo enied apilii to bIm 

U>lalicIilmforhl»marto,iBjlii(tbo atod rcty C")*'': >"" "o<l''nS 
would not hear nor looho toward* ow biirkc, bat pfacnily aliootclh 
Moyaci In Iho liead, ond pfaenlly look up lila rl'ldl in hia ImnU, bat 
Iho LonI (Uycd lilm from Uolnji any further hart; by n aliot from 
oWborkc, lilniai'lfwAaprcac'iilyihooIcikn^l, Mux "holt nrcre Ibo 
■UDD place In Ibo head wber b«' bad munlcroiiBly aboi Uoytct. 
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nwnt rests on tho ftct tliat in his ennmcntion of 
Carrer's fuuitj, vrittcn thirty years after his de- 
cease, Bradford makes do meotion of children; and 
fyrthcr, that ho says Hovland married ElizaUctb,- 
daughter of John Tilly. But this statement is not 
so conclosiro as would at first sight bo supposed; 
for we find that by tlio rule governing the allot- 
ncDt of acre lots to cocli member of a family in 
1623, he reccircd four acrcn, which indicates tho 
BDmber ofhis own. Now if Elizabeth Tilly was 
his first and only wife, the marriage could not liavo 
occnrred earlier tlian 1622, as she would (hen haro 
been only sixteen years of age, nnd could hardly 
bare been the mother of two children at two dis- 
tinct births, in 1623. In 1627, in the division of 
the cattle, tlio names of his wife and of their two 
diildren, John and Desire, arc mentioned, showing 
that no increase of family hod taken place. Hitch- 
ell in his history of Bridgewatcr, says that Uow- 
land's wife and two children camo over iu 1627, 
bat aa be gives no authority for tho statement, wo 
. are left in uncertainty with regard to its accu- 
racy. Should it appear, on further research, that 
be was twice married, the apparently conflicting 
statements may bo reconciled. For tho present, 
it may suffice to say that his family consintcd of 
lour sons and six daughters, viz. John, married 
JUrj Xjce, Oct. 26, 1651, and settled in Barnstable ; 
Jabes, married Belhia Tliaclier, only daughter of 
Anthony Thacher of Yarmouth, and settled In 
Bristol, &. L; Isaac, married Elisabeth, daughter 
of George Vaughan, and settled in Middloborough ; 
Joseph, married Elizabeth Sonthworth, only child 
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of Thomas Southworth, 1664, and settled in Ply- 
mouth ; Desire, second child, married John Oorham, 
164:1, who died Feb. 5, 1676— she died Oct. 13, 
1683 ; Hopo, married John Chipman, of Barnstable ; 
Elizabeth, married first, Ephraim Hicks, of Ply- 
mouth, Sopt. 13, 1649, and second, John Dickorson, 
of Barnstable ; Lydia, married James Brown, of 
Swansea; Ilannah, married Natliaaicl Boawortb, 
of Hull, allerwarda of Svai. "a; Ruth, married 
Thomas Cushman, of Plymouth, November, IT, 
1664. 



i. 
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CUAPTER I. 



John nowi.AND, of tlic Tourtli generation fVoni 
' Jo]in Ilnwlnnd of Plymoutli, and bou of Joscpli anil 
Sarah Ilowiand, was bora in Newport, R. I., Octo- 
ber 3lHt, A. D. 1757. Ilia mother was descended 
from James Barber, irboeo name stands second in 
the Cliartcr of King Charles as ono of the proprie- 
tors forming the Colony of Rliodo Island and Pror- 
idcnce Plantations, and also as "one of the ten as- 
sistants." 

There vas nothing in tJio infancy of this their 
second son that particularly distinguished him frooi 
otiicr children ; but when fire or six years old, he 
began to derelopo those qualities of indcpendcnco, 
firmness, freedom of thought 'and expression, which 
entered largely into tho mental tomporamoot of Iiis 
Pilgrim ancestor. 

Newport, at tltis time, was in tho zenith of hor 
eomnicrcial prosperity, and tho wharves crowded 
witii shipping, were attractions tliat froqueatly 
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dircrsificd hia rambloa along tlio soa slioro and 
~ OTcr Uio postures adjacent to ttio tovn. Tlic pe- 
riod ns tlica approaching vhcn a great civil con- 
Tilsion was to bo experienced on tlio American 
Conlineiit. Already the murmurs of tlio Colonics 
voro heard, and the haughty bearing of tlic mother 
coantry was rapidly dissolving the tics of aJTcctioa 
by which they were bound to her. At length the 
stamp act, tlie impost on tea, and kindred outrages, 
toochcd chords which vibrated in thunder-tones on 
the waters of tlic Narragansett in 1772, and at 
Lexington, Concord and Bunker Hill, in 1775. 
Children, even, were innoculated with the popular 
indignation. They listened to discnssions of thcso 
opprcMivo acts, which were aliko free at the fire- 
ride, in the bar-room club, and in the public assem- 
bly; and tliough the consequences tiicy involved 
were too vast for childish comprehension, they 
donbtlcss planted in the mind of young Ilowlaud 
those ideas of ri;rht which sonic years later ripened 
into active hostility to wrong. 

Tlie stamp act passed in 1765, was among tlio 
earliest deeds of oppression that excited his child- 
hood ire. Ho witnessed the attempt to enforce it 
la his native town. "Stamp masters," he says, 
** were appointed to carry it into execution. Thrco 
were thought lufliciont for our Colony; Sirorliu 
Howard, Dr. Uoffiat, and Aagnstns Johnston, all 
reaidcut in Newport Tho crisis bad now arrived. 
Their office was one of great peril. Johnston do- 
olarcd ho would not act. Howard and lloOat 
had more courage, till tiio doors and windows of 
their hontes, with all tho furniluro tlicy contained, 
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were in one nightdomolishcd. I saw thoruinstlio 
next morning. It was a rcarfut 8i<^ht for a boy of 
eight years old to witness. Every apartment was 
piled with viluabic property, including books and 
papers. In the other colonies tho stamp masters 
Were compelled to abandon the service, and it is 
not impossible that tho transactions in Newport 
may have hastened their decision. 

"Thcso proceedings in tho colonies produced 
tho repeal of the obnoxious act on (he 18th March, 
17C6. This repeal, tlioii;;h accompanied by what 
was styled the declaratory act, which was passed 
to secure the consistency of those members who 
hnd first volcd for the act and then for the repeal, 
caused rejoicings mid thank?;;iviiigs throughout 
tho colonics, and Urft broui;lit liberty trees and 
liberty polls into fn.sliion.* 

" Justice, as well an (he honor of the I>ritish gov- 
ernment, re(|iiircd that ample eonipcni'ation be 
awarded to the two commissioners of the stamp 
ollicc for tlicir lovalty as well as for the destruc- 
tion of their property. It WQs expected that the 
colony or the town of Xcwport would be called on 
to pny the amount of dania;;c, but thiri would havo 
been a hopeless expedient for the claimants. How- 
ard was njipuinted Chief Justice of North Carolina, 
with a salary of XIOOO sterling per year. AloOat 
sailed for England, and after a long delay obtained 
a pension. Two or three years after the scttle- 
mcut of Howard in Carolina, ho returned to close 

*"ProvMcDco had lu llbcitj' Iks, ■ Urgi EJm, in ttoM t>{ lUa 
lirrm on Oliipj iirtct, wlicrc inimcnu quaniltio of r'""'h "*w 
eoniumti\."—itS. JjKlurr. 
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next pnpil mado ttio attempt, but failed.' The re* 
noindcr of ttie class tried it, with no better suc- 
cess. The head of the doss iros crest fallen, and 
betrayed his vexation. " John is'nt fair," said ho ; 
" there is no tncb vord." The teacher looked as 
though lie was of the same opinion, and turning to 
John, iniinircd, " did ;'oa take tliat word from a 
book T*' " Yes sir," was the reply. " Wliat book 7" 
"The bible, sir." "Show it roe." "There it is, 
sir," said John, handing him the bible open, and 
pointing to baiah viii. 1. Tlio teacher took tho 
iKwk, and looking; at tlie pas8tt;rc, said, " it is all 
fair, boys; hero is the word. John has been tho 
most purtlcntar in reading the bible." "But ho 
can't spell it," replied one of the class, nettled with 
tlio recollection of his own failure. " You hear 
that, John," said the teacher, " can you spell 3ila- 
hershalalliashbas 7" "Yes sir." "Let nie hear 
yon then." The word was spelled, every syllnblo 
correctly divided, and Uie whole distinctly pro- 
nonnecd., "Very well — take your place at tho 
Itead of tho class." And tlius the long clieriithcd 
desire was inntified, leaving his defeated antago- 
nist to puzsie in future years over the bidden sig- 
nificance of a word fitly chosen for tlio trial. 

The love of ri-ading so early developed, increas- 
ed with advancing years. Books were his choicest 
Toer«ations, and to bo allowed an extra hour in 
swA society was a privilege for which he readily 
Morifiecd out of door pastimes. It did not take 
Ub long, however, to oxbaut tbo little stock with- 
la blrffUb, and great was his Joy when his l^tlior 
Tctaming from New-York, brought home a copy of 
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Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, a book second only 
to the bible in the impression it has made on tho 
AnglO'Saxon race. Tbo pictures with whicli it was 
illustrated, if not tho most finished specimens of 
art, charmed his cliilUisli eye, while the visions of 
the Slough of Dcfipond, the assault of ApoUyoo, 
Doubting Castle, Vanity Fair, the land of BculaU 
and the Celestial City, imparted a devout complex- 
ion to his ima^^ination, ond deepened the inipres- 
sionn of chridtian truth eo raillifully inculcated at 
the licarth-stonc. Tliin taste for reading was ob- 
Bcrrcd and cncourajicd by hiii pastor, Bcv. William 
Viiial, in whose fninilr for a short time lie resided, 
and who gave him free access to his library. Priv- 
ilerrcs of a similar kind were a/Tordcd him by Bcv. 
Gardiner Tlinrgton, pastor of the First Baptist 
church, which were eagerly accepted and improved, 
ill-. Viiml ccsHcd from the ministry in 11G9, and 
was succeeded by Rev. Samuel Hopkins, distin- 
guished as tlic founder of a system of divinity bear- 
ing his nnme. Ordinations and inritallations were 
in those days of rare occurrence, and the settle- 
ment of a new pastor was preceded by prepara- 
tion!), and surrounded wilh cxcitcmcuts, well calcu- 
lated to arrest the attention and fix the details 
strongly in the memory of the young. Of this 
event &Ir. Uowland says, "Dr. Hopkins was her* 
aided by the reputation of having written a book. 
In those days for a minister to write a book was 
unusual, and tho autlior was, as a matter of course, 
looked upon as an extraordinary man. Sucli wai 
tho imprcislon in regard to Dr. Uopkini. I ro* 
member tho first Babbatli Le prcocliod, Tbo house 
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I ever heard. Wbilo at Newport lio held a chil- 
dren's meeting at tlic house of Madame Oaborn, 
irho -wta a sort of lady abbess of the place. This 
tneetiog I attended, but when I arrived I found the 
room EO crowded that I could not get insido tlio 
door. A great many women vcrc present, of 
— -wUich 1 complained to my mother as an intruaioQ. 
For Ihc first singing Mr. Bucl gave out the cight/- 
Mcood Psalm, Watts' version, beginning, 

" Chiltlren, in jetn ■n<l knowledge joung, 

Your pareni* hope, four paronlJ J07, 
Attend the couiikU of in/ longue, 

IjCI pion* tboughu j'our mindi empio)'.'' 

The second vas tho eighth Fsalm, commencing: 

••Al«i|bt7lloI«rertb«ili[M, 
Tkrengh tba wida wrtli thj hmm It iprcaj, 

And lUoa •temal gloriw riN 
(Tar aU (ba baavaN Aj hwli hara ntada." 

Tho third I haro forgotton." 
Through life Mr. Howland cherished a warm af- 
fsetioa for the memory of Uiii devout mother in 
Iinwl, Md aoldom viaitod Newport witliout ro* 
Bavlng u ofUropoatod endoavor to identify hot 
grare, 

Th« year 1170 was an interesting epoch in tho 
life of yoong Hovltnd— tho starting point, as it- 
'Were, of a career to manhood and usefulness. A 
J^Iatire of his fatlicr, Mr. Benjamin Gladding, a 
H^fftby eitlMn of ProTidcnco, on a visit to New- 
POftf proposed to receiro him as an apprentice to 
'^Q biuiBOu of hair-dressing. Tho proposition 
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wag not at first favorably entertained by tho pa- 
rents. The breaking up of homo relations was a 
trial for wliich tlicy were not prepared. They 
thought their son too j'oung to encounter the ex- 
poaurea of a town life, away from their watch and 
care. But he, fearless as ignorant of peril, was 
set upon embracing the opportunity afforded him 
of seeing tlic world, a considerable portion of which, 
to his youllifnl imagination, was embraced in tho 
town of rrovidcnco. A reluctant consent was 
finally yielded, and tho necessary preparations 
made for his departure. Happily for parental coa- 
ficicntiotisness and an'cction, no cause for regret 
ever arose. 

On the ci;;hth of April, in the thirteenth year of 
hi^ age, he liade adieu to hU native totrn, and em- 
barked on board a packet, commanded by Capt. 
noystecd irouker, who afterwards, in the war of 
the revolutiou, was a coptain in the navy of tho 
United States. " We had," he says, " a pleasant 
passage up the river of tiiree hours and twenty 
minutes, and landed at tho packet wharf nearly 
opposite tho place where the Providence Bank now 
stands. On (his lot there then stood the old gar- 
rison houso, belonging to tho family of Field, which 
tlH)y had held IVom the first Mottlomont of tlio town. 
This houso, in the Indian war of lOlS, had boon 
Attcd with gratings at tho wiudows as a garrtaoa 
for tlio people to floe to when tlic town was attack- 
ed. Several other o'f tho largest liouscs had boon 
fortified in tho same way, and which had probably 
saved the south A'hen the north end was burnt, in 
March, 1G7G. Tiio old garrison houso and lotwoa, 
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in 1773 or '73, purchased hj Mr. Joseph Brown. 
The old hotuo vhich atood thirty or fortj foot cast 
or tho street, vas then taken doirn. Many of its 
timbers vore rery largo and sound, it having boon 
bnilt irfaea tho vholo town was a forest, and wood 
plenty. Ur. Browp, in 1774, erected tho elegant 
booso owned and occupied by the Providence 
Bank." 

Immediately on his arrival, young Howland re- 
paired to the residence of llr. Gladding, on Wey- 
boBset street, opposite Whitman's block, and en- 
tered at once npon his now occupation. To a 
youth or his inquiring turn, a more ravomblo situ. 
aUon than Mr. Gladding's shop could liardly haro 
been selected. Receiving tho patronage of tho 
most intelligent and influential eitixcns, it became 
in cflcct a literary and political cxchouge. Hero, 
both before and after tho commencement of tho 
revolution, were discussed tho prospects of tho 
country and the current events of the day, and tho 
sharp cared and all-grasping boy while nttending 
to his duties was receiving instruction fron^ tho 
most niaturo minds. By their conversation ho was 
Bade familiar with the personal traits of tlto ruling 
spirits of the revolutionary period, as well as with 
the causes which led to the establishment of a Fed- 
oral government 

In accordance with a custom then prevalent but 
BOW obsolete, tho services of th? young apprentice 
were required at tho house a portion of eacli morn- 
ing and evening. Fires wcro to bo made, wood 
was to be cut, and water to bo brought. Tlic lost 
named appears to havo been the heaviest labor, 
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and to havo made tho most lasting impression. He 
aaj-s, " tho water in all the wells between where 
tho Arcade now stands and the great bridge was 
brackish, and tho water for tea and washing was 
brought from the cost eido of tho river from a pump 
on tlie Fcnncr catatc, north of tlio "granite block" 
and tho old " Coflcc House." Some of the families 
had rain water cisterns for tlicir chief supply ; but 
these were few, and it fell to tho lot of the boysj 
somo of whom were negroes, for slavery was then 
in fashion, to go witli two pails and a hoop, across 
tho bridge for a supply. This was the hardest 
8e^^'ice' I had yet experienced. There wore sO' 
many families to be supplied, that wo frequently 
met four or fire boys at the pump at the same time,- 
and wo proceeded in procession with our pails 
across tho bridge. On the evening before washing, 
day tho process was so often repeated that tho 
labor was exhausting. I was one of the smallest 
boys, and never very stout ; and while I am writing 
this, I seem to feel tho same stretch of the joints 
of the elbows and shoulders, and sympatliy in tho 
back, which I then experienced. Tho nc.\t ycar^ 
1771, the water-logs were laid from Field's foun- 
tain to Wcybosset bridge, to tho great joy of all the 
boys on Wcybossct Point. A few years after, as 
moro buildings began to bo erected, a contract wafr 
made with Amos Atwell to sink a fountain near 
Bawson's tanyard, and lay tho pipes through a nar- 
row valley, to a place where Aborn street now is- 
Thcso pipes wore after, extended to tho old long 
wharf." 
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The boys with whom ho foruod an acqnaintftnco 
ircro not all free Trom exceptionable tenilcncics, 
«nd occaaionally a fow rudo spirit* would carry 
their sports beyond tlie limits of propriety. Though 
ho disapjwOTed of their conduct, and rofuscd to 
tako pari with them, ho was not always exempted 
from the consequences of association. " My first 
iDtrodacUon to one man," ho says, " soon after I 
camo to ProTidence, was nndor circiiuistonccs cal- 
cnlatcd to leave a strong imprcBsion. It was a 
moonlight crening, aiid a nunil)cr of Iwya wero 
playing in front of his house, on Wcybosset street. 
As I was a stranger to most of the boys, I did not 
join in tlio play, but stood with my back against 
tho houM near the door. Pretty soon, one of tho 
boys threw a heavy Bubstancc against tho door, 
which made considerable noiee ; upon this they all 
ran to the other side of the street. Tho owner 
immediately opened tho door to see what was to 
pay. As I had not participated in the act, and folt 
no gnilt, I stood still where I was. Finding that 
tho boyi bad disappeared, and seeing mo standing 
still, h« came quickly out of tlio house, seized mo 
by tho ahouldcr, boxed my ears, and gavo mo a 
scTcro. shaking. Thongh I was not to blame, I ro- 
mcmborcd the story of Tray, and said nothing. 

"Kf next ioter\-iew with him was at his shop. 
The boya were afraid to go in when ho was tbero, 
and nOTor attempted to in tho day tine. But as 
he did not usually go to tho shop in tho evening, 
- bis son nsed to let us come in after we had been 
playing in tho cold, and stand around the stove. — 
One evening, as we were warming ourselves, and 
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talking with his son and a negro servant, who 
should como in but the old gentleman. As soon 
as I saw him I began to tremble. "Well, boys," 
said ho sternly, " what do you want here ?" " No- 
tiling, Bir," wo replied. " Well, then," said he, open- 
ing the door at tho same moment, "out with you, 
out with you ;" and out we went, glad to get off so. 
I suppose he did not know me then, or when ho 
boxed my cars, from the other boys. Some years 
later I became qnitc intimate with both father and 
son, and after I set up in business they were among 
my eustomcrs." 

But the long winter evenings were not wholly 
devoted to play. Many of them were spent in 
reading books of biography, travels and history, or 
in adding to his limited knowledge of arithmetic. 
Sometimes books and the slate were laid aside, 
and themes for eompo.sition were meditated. Theso 
were, perhaps, the hardest of his exercises, and re* 
quired tho most patience and pcrsitjtciico to bring 
to a satisfactory termination. lie did not confine 
himself simply to Franklin's process for young be- 
ginners of recasting in his own language the 
thoughts of authors ho had read, and then restoring 
them to their original dress, but sometimes took 
for his subject a story to which he had listened, and 
wrote down tho exact words of tho narrator. One 
of his earliest cfTorts in thisway was of an amusing 
character, though not suited for promiscuous iu- 
epcetion. Two maiden sisters, residing in Iiia mas- 
ter's family, now and then enlivened an evening 
with a repetition of town gossip, and practices con- 
Jlicting with tho exalted standard of tho gospel, 
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were commeuted on with somcwliat indignant em- 
phasis. The presence of the studious boy, who, 
though attCDtiTO to every word, appeared by tho 
intcQtness of his gazo upon the fire, to be solving 
Bomo problem of caloric, imposed no restraint on 
their conversation. Judge, then, their surprise, 
when at the annual " spring cleaning," they discov- 
ered a bundle of manuscripts recording their opin- 
ions of the peculiarities and foibles of a numerous 
circle ! The proverb of tho pitcher had here an 
amplo illustration, and the hint was not disregard- 
ed. The tell-tale papers were committed to the 
flames, and the apprentice was never after mado 
tho involuntary depository of family secrets. As 
he grew older, and gained experience in the use of 
the pen, he found little difliculty in giving form to 
the creations of his own mind. 

In tlio course of the first year of his apprentice- 
ship a circumstance occurred, which, though seem- 
ingly trivial, had an important influence not only 
in fixing permanently his denominational relations, 
but in turning the current of religious thought into 
a now channel. The incident is given in his own 
words: 

** Our family attended at Mr. Snow's meetings an Mr. 
Claddings father-in-law whs a prominent member of that 
sodety. Tho first two or tlirco Sundays I sat in a pew 
in the gallery back of iho singers* seat. Mr. Joseph 
Martin sal not fiir distant holding a long heavy walnut 
cane, with which to keep tlio peace among tho boys* 
There were four or Axe boys in the pew wlio were sprang* 
en to me. My place was in the front comer nearest to 
Ur. IhitiB. Soon after the sermon commenced, one of 
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tlio boys took a handful of chestnuts from his pocket, and 
one of them >vho sat opposite struck his hand and scal- 
tcrcd them over tho floor. Then began a scramble which 
mado considerable noise. I did not move, but sat upright 
in my place. Mr. ^lartin hearing t]ie noise rose up, and 
seeing no iiead but mine, with his heavy cane let fall a 
rather severe blow upon it, at the eomo instant saying 
with a strong voice, '* bo still there.** I hod no hand in 
tho scrabble or the noise. I only rubbed the bniiscd 
place, and concluded not to be tlicrc the next Sunday. 
From that time I went to Mr. Rowland's meeting in what 
is now called tho old town house; and in that society 
have continued to worship to Jhe present time, except 
about ono.year in war time when we hod no minister, 
when I attended Mr. iVIannlng's Baptist church, and oc- 
casionally l^Ir. Snow's. Tlius had it not been for tliat 
handful of chestnuts, I might have remained on the west 
side ; but for many years I have been thankful for the use 
of Mr. Martin's cane." 

Of the provision mado for public worship, cer- 
tain domestic customs of tho times, and other local 
matters, Mr. Uowland thus writes : 

** When I came to Providence there were five religious 
societies here. One was the old Arrolnian Baptist. Their 
meeting house was about forty feet square, and stood on 
tho lot now forming the comer of North Main and Smith 
streets. At Iilgh water the tide flowed nearly up to the 
west end of the building. There were no pews* From 
the front door opening on Main street, on aislo extended 
to tho pulpit which was raised throe or four steps from the 
floor. On each side of tho aisle benches extended north 
and south to the walls of the house, and there were bench- 
es in the gallery, which was entered by narrow stairs from 
a door on the south side of the house. It appears that it 
nevei had been the practice to settle an ordained minbter 
over any particular church or society* In this they re* 
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•embkd the Quakers. As settkments exteinled into the 
couniiy, and other pUioes had been procured where the 
neiglibors eouM attend, one of the elders nearest the pkee 
Qtuallj preached. The elders were gcnerallj farmerii, 
and had no sahuy or anj other means of support hut their 
own bbon Tliej oflieioted in anj place wliere there was 
a gatberingi and the people did not know who was to 
speak till thej saw one begin. Thejr did not approve of 
singing, and nerer practised it in public worship* When 
more than one elder was present and the first had exluiusU 
ed himselfy he would saj, " there is time and space left if 
anj one has further to ofier." In tliot case another and 
another would oficr wlmt lie liad to say ; so tliere was no 
set time for closing the meeting. As cider Winsor's home 
'was in Providencey lie generally appeared in his place 
crerj Sunday, §o tliot tlib came to be called elder AV in- 
sor^s meeting. The house could not contain a largo con* 
grcgalion, nor did the number present seem to require a 
larger boose as thej were not crowded, though nrnnj of 
Ibem came in from the neighboring towns on horseback 
with women behind them on pillions. 

'The old Episcopal cliurdi called King^s chureli, which 
was baill of wood, stood wliere St John*s church now 
stands. The Her. John Graves, a misfionarj from the 
board in England, was the faithful pastor of this cliurch, 
and died at a verj advanced age, adcr tlie clo«e of the 
revelation. The next meeting liouse south was that of the 
Quakers. The next on the east side of the river was tliat of 
the First Congregational Society, of which the Uev. David 
& Rowland was the pastor. Some years aAer, on the bo* 
aeij erecting another house, the old one, built in 172d| 
was pnreiiased by the town. The only liousb of worship 
on the west side of the river was Mr. Snow*s, which was 
odled the New Light meeting house, as Mr. Snow with 
sk munber of ethers bad separated from the First Congre* 
in whal was called the New Light times, and styled 
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themselves Separates and New Lights. This house stood 
on the site of the present largo brick church. 

*'In 1771, there were but four houses on the south side 
of Westminster street, above Whitman's comer, and one 
on the north side, which was built by Mr. Asa Franklin. 
This was the first house built on firm ground, as all tlie 
spooo east of it to the corner on which the Exchange Bank 
now slandst was a salt roartfh covered at high tide with 
water. 

"Li those days there was no ground meal sold in town 
except what wos retailed by Mr. Thurbcr, on Constitution 
hill, who owned a mill up the river ; and flour wos used in 
families only when company was expected to tea. In that 
cose, a cake was made and baked on a pewter plate before 
the fire. This was a great circuin-stance. Liverpool ware 
had not then been imported. A few red earthen dishes 
oidy were made in this country. Pewter was used in 
every family. Cast iron baking pans or kettles with covers 
Imd not been known in New England, and the first seen 
here was one brouj^ht from New Jersey by Tresident ^lan- 
ninff. On Mrs. Mannin^^'s recommendation they were 
gradually introiluccd, and flour biscuit began to be baked 
in families. People generally bought indian corn or rye 
in the grain and sent it in wheel barrows to the old grist 
mill near the mill bridge, till old Mr. Scarlc, the sexton of 
Mr. Snow's meeting, was able to purchase a horse and cart 
in which he took his neighbor's bags to the mill, and re- 
turned with the meal at three coppers a bag. This was a 
great improvement in the state of society. The pavements 
extended up town to the Quaker yard, down town to the 
old Crawford house, and on the west side to Dorrance 
street, then called ^luddy Dock. 

"From the time that settlements were made in Johnston 
and Cranston, tradition rcporU that a ferry was kept up 
from a wharf on the cast shore to Weybosset Point on the 
west. In 1711, a resolution passed the General Assembly 
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appointing Daniel Abbot to repair to tlic adjoining prov- 
inces of Massachusetts and Connecticut, and represent to 
the people of those governments, the necessity of three 
bridges | one to cross the Pawtuckct river, one At Wej* 
bosset in ProTidencOi and the other to cross Pawtuxet 
rirer* The proprietj of these three bridges being creetedy 
is stated to be that these passes are on the great highway 
between Kassachosetts and Connecticut, and tluit the peo- 
ple of these two goremments will be accommodated by 
them equally with the inhabitants of our colony. Mr. 
Abbot was therefore directed to call upon such persons as 
were willing to contribute towards raising a sum suflicicnt 
for the purpose. We can find no rcjiort of Abbot's mis- 
sion or of any money obtained in his joumies. It would 
appear to have been a liopelcss case, and if he collected 
sufficient to defray his expenses, he must have been fortu- 
oate, as be could expect no compensation from those who 
appointed him to this service. 

<-It may be here noted, that Daniel Abbot was the pro- 
prietor of the land fronting on Market square, extending 
north and south of Fmnklin IlalL Whether there ever 
had been a bridge at Weybosset before this appointment 
of Abbot is uncertain. That there had been subscriptions 
to nuse money for this purpose, tliere is no doubt; but it 
im beyond questkm, that by the aid of the General Asscm- 
yij a bridge was built in ]711, and it is said that three 
bridges in this place, since that time, have been swept 
^<^y by storms. For many years the only road from 
]^tf»ton and the Plymouth colony, hiy through Providence, 
j^j^wtoxet, Greenwich and Westerly, and passed over 
f^wcatock river to New London. Although the first 
iignniB commenced the settlement in this town in 1636, 
tlie settlements on Connecticut river began the same 
r, jei there was no road between Providence and Con* 
li other than the one mentioned by the sea side, for 
^Igliiys-elx years after. There may have been a foot path 
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tliroiigli (lie wilderness, but tlic first team that ever eamc 
to rrovidcncc from Connecticut, arrived here on the 
twenty-ninth day of September, 1722. There were then 
two small warehouses in the town, wliich were sufiicient 
to contain the merchandize brought to this market in the 
coasting craO. 

••TIhj frequent calls on the General Assembly for re- 
pairs of bridges on the great colony road, at length induced 
the towns which had no bridge of this class, to obtain a 
law to be passed that each town should maintain its own 
bridges as well as the highways, and that the distinction 
of colony roads and town roads sliould cease. Before the 
first bridge was erected to connect the cast with the west side 
of the river, the projection of Weybosset Point, with tlio 
high hill with which it was crowned, had the effect to press 
the current of water to the cast shore, which there formed 
a curve in which the tide flowed to what is now the west 
side of Main street, and tlie whole space between the gran- 
ite block on the north side of Market square, and the south 
side of the Market house, was covered by the tide water. 
On the erection of the bridge, the space north of the Mar- 
ket house was filled out witli earth, to save the expense of 
building a bridge of such extreme length, leaving a deep 
dock on the south. Preparatory to building the Market 
house, which was completed in 1773, this dock was 
filled up, and the Market house now covers most of the 
space. This filling up still left sufiicifut space for the 
river between tlie opposite shores, as the old bridge was of 
much greater length than the present one. 

Hi hod pleased the author of all good to favor this set- 
tlement with a noble river of sufiicient depth and breadth 
for the future navigation and commerce of a great city ; 
but the folly of the men of the former generation in divest- 
ing themselves of thb munificent privilege, will be con- 
spicuous in all future time. When the fever or infatuation 
began of filling up the noble river wliich connects Provi- 
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denee with Ibo ogcwd, Ihera was one individual here who 
bad wimIcmb aitd courage enougli to protest ngninitt i(. Ifo 
declared tliat one acre of tliii water trns worlli more Ih&n 
a tboonnd acrei of land] thai tlie length and brcodlh of 
Um eootioent contained land tufflcicnt for all tlio buildings 
that ever woald be erected. Dut Lin proicslnlions were of 
BO avaiL darts and erowi were cmplojcd to HU up tlie 
lirer to make UKire land. Wlien this wlutrflng out, u it 
h called, began, the word eiumnci was coniitrucd to mean 
the deepeat part of the river instead of the wliolc vpace 
eov er ed bj llw tide, ai was understood bj the originnl 
p ropri e twi, fron the days of Addison and Dean Swifl 
down to tbo last efforts of Kooh Webster and Abncr AN 
deiL If tbe K^ish language boa not been imjirovcd, it 
has altered and changed, and each individuiU, where kii 
Inlerea is ooocemed, assumes afull latitude of construction. 
* TIm first great obstruction to the passage of tlio water 
' ia oar river, was the old long vluu-f on the west side. 
Those on tbo cast followed of course, till the original 
breadth of tbe liver has been narrowed down to a strip 
seareelj wide enough for two sloops to pass. Slioals and 
shell beds have increased to obstruct even this narrow 
■pan, and tbe lime will not be very distant when no loaded 
ship will appear above Field's ToinL Tlie merchants of 
PRmdenee will then be compelled, in imitatbn of the 
Emperor of Hosria and the merchants of Sl Petersburg, 
to b«U a Cronstsdt between Field's Point and Pawiuxct. 
tk» Int sqnan rigged vessel mtb a full cargo timt ever 
took her depaitaia from this port, sailed fiora the channel 
botweea UUl and Snith's bridges. Soeh aship must now, 
•na at Ugh wator, lake her departan fram Fox FmnL" 
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Lv the hostile domonatrations preceding the 
war of the revolution, Providence largely partook. 
Of many of these, young Don-land was personally 
cognizant; while the daily rcporta from abroad 
discHsaed in hia master's shop, made him acquaint- 
ed with what liad transpired clscwlicrc. In June, 
1772, occurred what lias been denominated " tho' 
Bceond act of popular violence to the British 
crown," viz. tho capture and dcstniction, in Nar- 
ragansctt bay,- of tho Caspco, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant William Diiddington. The account of this 
affair, and also of other occurrences including tho 
capture of the Pigot galley and the King George 
by Talbot, Mr. Dowlaud thus narrates : 
" The Gasjwc nrmcd scliooncr, commanded by Lieut- 
. enau DmMinslon, who had long vexed and troubled 
coa* icrs an.) oihcr vessels cnicring ilic port of I'roviUcni* 
under prorcDco of scorehing for «,nlrnl«.nd goods, clmscd 
a Now lork packet, commanded by CapL Beninmin 
Lmdscy, up ihe river. Lindwy was a better pilot than 
Duddingto«, and passed Nanniuit I'oint so near ilmt the 
Ga»pco in following him grounded, ond as it was high wa- 
ter and the lidu leaving him, ho stuck fast. When Lind- 
soy arrived with tlie new«, n muster was made, and some- 
body set Daniel Pcarcc, a boy who lind a drum, to beat- 
ing through the street, and proclaiming that ihc Gospco 
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WM asliore high and diy below Pawtuxct Before dark 
eight boats were manned, and Abraham Whipple appoint- 
ed commander. We bojrs took another boat, and dioose 
Ben Hammond for our captain. He was a fear-nothing 
fellow, with a lock of knoUy red hair standing through the 
crown of his hat 

''Being in the bow of the boat, I had orders from cap- 
tain Hammond to cast oflT the painter and shove off the 
bow. The first I had performed, and when in the act of 
doing the second, Mr. Ghidding, wlio at that moment had 
arrived to look for his bojr, seized me hy the wrist and 
puUed me on to the wharf, saying, • you sha*nt go with 
tf those (I^Uows to get your head broke.' Thus I liave no 
part in the boast of being of the Gaspce party, which the 
July orators say was the first act of the revolutionary 
ainiggle. 

•KSovemor Wanton, as his duty required, issued a pro- 
damation, offering one hundred pounds sterling for the 
discovery of the perpetrators of this dceil, and when ad- 
niral Montagu had sent an account of the transaction to 
England, a proclamation of the King and Council came 
over, offering a reward of one thousand pounds for the dis- 
covery of the commander of the party, and five hundred 
pounds for any otliers concerned. A high commisnioncd 
court, as it was called, assembled at Newport, to receive 
complaints, with authority to send the persons charged to 
England for triaL The admiral brought his fleet round 
£pom Boston, and lay in the harbor to protect the court, 
•nd also to receive the iiersons accused on board to be sent 
' to the mother country for the purpose above named. 

• The King's procUmation was posted on the pillar of 
tlie hay scales, which then stood near tlie north east comer 
cf the Market house. It had not been there more tlian 
iAeen or twenty minutes, when Mr. Joseph Aplin, a dis- 
tbguished Uwyer, came up to see what had collected the 
crowd. lifting Ui eanc ha struck it down, and it soon 
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mingW with the filth of the strccL This patriotic act, 
though he gave no reason for it at the time, >vas proniptcil 
by his regard for llie safely of his fellow citizens. »It i^ an 
lionornblo tcislimony to the character of the people of ihis 
town and State, that the Court with this bounteous reward, 
could get no i>erson to inform, though all engaged were 
well known." 

"In 1773, llircc ships loaded with tea arrived in Bos- 
ton. TJie tea was subject to a duty of three pence ster- 
ling iMjr po4HKl, and for this reason the people would not 
suflcr it to be landed, and the Cu.'ttom House would not 
clear out the ^liips on a return passage till the cargoes had 
been landt^d. We the people assembled, boarded the ships, 
and emptied the tea into the harbor. 

** In conscipicncc of this transaction, the act called the 
Boston Port Bill was passed, which took place June, 1774. 
No vessel under this act could enter the harbor of Boston. 
The trade and business of the place of course was at an 
end, and hundreds of the inhabitants had to leave the town 
to seek a living elsewhere. Many of the mechanics and 
merchants came to this town, and a number of the carpen- 
ters and masons were employed to work on the First Bap- 
tist meeting house, which was then building. One of 
them, ^Ir. Sumner, was the chief engineer in erecting the 
high steeple of that house which has been much admired, 
and yet stands firm, though it quivered and trembled in 
the groat September gale. Two others of the house car- 
penters who camp from Boston, Cruin and Stevens, were 
cmjdoycd by Clark and Nightingale, till the Lexington 
battle in 1775, when Grain was by our General Assembly 
appointed captain with the rank of major, of a company of 
artillery raised by this state, and Stevens was his lieuten- 
ant. The reason of their being selected was that they had 
both belonged to Paddock's independent company of artil- 
lery in Boston, and understood the use of cannon. The 
next year Massachusetts raided a regiment of artillery, 
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floraDUDded b; Henry Knox, nnd u Cntin aiid Stovona 
vcn of that State, ko had them appointed to liis regiment, 
and krfg bclbra tli« cIom trf" tlio var (hey both aroeo to bo 
colonels. Grain coromandcU a regiment of UnwaehuRclla, 
Mtd StCTciM a regiment of Now York lino, to iho end of 
the war, with great credil. mien pcnco look place, Ste* 
TOM icttled in Now York, nnd finally rose to bo general 
and commander in eliief of all the artillery in tluit Slate. 
Ciain «tllcd in Waine, and went into the lumber busincM. 
Thii i* Iho history of three of llic hou«e enrpcniera wlio 
came frvrn llofton on nccounl of tbo Tort Hill. Tlie 
foorth ■• Jolin Spnrr. llo worke<l at bis trwlo here till 
be was appointed captain in llio regiment raifod in ibif 
coanty after llio Lexington bnlibi. IIo attained the rank 
of miyor in tbo MaoHichutellti line. IIo cellled in Provi- 
denee, and lired lo an mlvanccd ago with llie just npulo- 
lion d'onc atmir bc«t eitizeiif. 

•• Tbo effect of tbo DMton Port Bill wa« lo draw tlto aU 
lention of tbo people in the Mvornl colonic* to the impor- 
Uncc (tf a nnion, by whicli ihey miglit act in eonecrt. Tlie 
ncasurei in operation agnini't ^raiwacbuRCtU were deemed 
ibe common couhc, in wliich all tbo eolonici wcro equally 
interested. The town of Providence on the 17lh of Sloy, 
1774, passed the following resolution : 

• Tlisl ll>« dcpalk* of lhl« town ho roincfWd to um their Inflarnn 
«ltkai<i>nM«binKivul<"ior tlic Gcncml AwrmWr nflli'* colcmj-, 
■for pronollas ■ Cmgrttt «. »ooi) m m»j- be, of llio repre^nHtlvei 
•r Dm OtaenJ Amci»WIcii of Ibo KTctal rolonlci »nil proTlnnr* of 
Voitk imvkm, for eMalilM)lii< the nimcit onion, >iid*Joiiilng inch 
■ Mcnam u to tkna iluUl appear tbo mmt effectual to an«wcr tli« 
tapwUBi twipaM, Md to asm biwb pnqicr mcthoda for execntlog 

•Tlris icsolnlion, when wo consider tliot it was paaacd 
ercD before tbo Port Bill went Into operation, placet the 
diameter and conduct of this town in a light most coti- 
tpieuooa and bonorablc It was one of the firat of so de- 
eded a elmractcr on Ibo continent; and from lliii, nnd 
-others which followed in tho other eolonies, we see the 
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first plan nnd motion wldeh resulted in tbo union of tko 
tliirlcon States, and fnally in tho cstublishmcnt of the eon- 
slitulion and gnvcrmncnt which now extendi from ihb 
eastern shore to the western ocean. 

"Tbo GcncrnI Assembly in Ibc sc^!>iun aflcrlbc pngsngo 
of these rc!>o]iilion% nppoinlc<I Slepben Hopkins nnd Snm. 
iiel Ward dctc^les lo llic first Congrcs-i, which assembled 
at Pliilndelphin in Srplcmbcr following. 

" On the Afternoon of the lOlh of April, 1775, nen-s ar- 
rived here that n bnlllc was llicn poing on, as the regulars 
had mnrcbcd from llo-iloii into the country. There were 
four or f»e boys of us on Mr, Thonip.'on's wbnrf, where 
somo hands were unloadins a scow load of salt. Sir. 
Thompson enmc down ami said, " wnr, war, boys, llicre is 
war. Tho regulars Imvo marched out of Huston ; a grcnt 
many men killed ; war, n-tir, Itoy^." He turned qniekly 
and went up lo the slroci. Wo nil followed, and saw the 
oDIccrs of ibc companies and many others on the parade 
before Gov. Itowcnn, sCL-king intelligence. Tlic drums of 
tho four independent eoni|>nnios bcal, and ihe men |>nraded 
ai soon M possible. It was sundown, nnd the olUecrs of 
tho company repaired lo Iiicut. Gov. Scs'ioni>, reciuesting 
him lo give them onlcrs to march lownrdi Ito^ton, a< wilh- 
out his onlers their autliorily would cca<o when they 
should have pn^ijcd I'aw I nek et bridge. lie declined doing 
any thing in tho case, having no {lower out of the colony, 
or in it, ai Ihi) Governor who lived in Newjiort was above 
him in nuihorily. It was then conc1ude<l lo sond an cx- 
pres:4 towards lloston, to knovv whether the enemy had 
returned or were ycl in the Held, and to net or march on 
further intelligence, orders or no onlers. Mr. Charles 
Dnbncy, a member of Iho Cadet coro|>nny, ofTvrcd to be 
Ihe express. A horse was procured and ho set olT. It 
was toward noon the next day bcforo ho retumcdi but an 
express from near llic scene of nciion nrrivcd, siniing ilini 
tho regulars ivero safe cooped up in Ho.ilon. Bcforo this 
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inicnig«i«s •rriTcd here, early In the mornLng Cd. Vw 
nam, wilh Ws Grecnirich com|tnny RiriTcd, but would not 
»Uy. Tbcy continued (heir march iomo mile* beyond 
pRWlacket, when rcceiring tlw inlelligcn« they rctnmed 
licM. I riewcd tlie company as Ihcy marched up Iho 
ulrect, and obfwrrcd Nnthnnicl Greene with hi»mu#Vet on 
lib fbouMer, In the ninki aa a privrtc I dUthiguirfred 
Mr. Gfwsne, whom I hnd frequently Mcn, by ilio moiion 
oThia ahonldera in the march, as one of li» Icgn wa« nlwrt. 
er than the otiier. Tlii* priralo In Vamnra'* company 
waa afterwwd celebralcd ai (ho commanders n-eliicf of the 



" Tbc bottle -if Lexington look plnce on Ihc day of our 
April lowB meeting for the clroice of governor, deputy 
gOTcmor, it T!»e gentlemen who lind Bcr^cd geveral 
pKcedhig yean were elected wilhonl oiipwilion. Our 
General Asacmbly conYcncd on Saturday, iho 22*1, on ae- 
eornit of Ihc inlclligcnce of llie battle. Tlii« was the Iioum 
of the laitl year, as ihoso recently cWcn did not come into 
power till ihe first WcdncNUy in Jfay following. Under 
Hie excitement of the battle, which had taken plneo on the 
Wc.lne«lny preceding, Iho Assembly resolved to mise 
three rcgimcnti of Infantry ami one company of artillery 
fix- tbe defence of the country, thus making a common 
cause with llawoehuselts. 

« Tito gorarror and depnly governor, wilh two mtmbera 
of tlM lower bouse, protoslcd against raising those troops, 
bnt the act piwsed notwithstanding. Tlio dissent of thceo 
eenllemen did not emnnatc from dliaSbction to (ho Amen* 
can cause, bnt tliey dreaded ptacing Ihe issue on Ihc bnlllo 
feM against an enemy so powerful. Tho Brst Wcdiicsdny 
in May soon arrivei Tlie officers appointed to command 
Ihe tnx^ would not net witlwnt commistioiis, and tho gov- 
cmor w«nM not sign or Issue them, although they pur* 
ported lo be isaoed In his miycsly's name. Extroordinnry 
cases require oitraordinary remedies. The sccrciary. 
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Henry Ward, was directed lo sign and i>!8uc tlic o 
sions. It was importnnt that lliero ehould l>o a chief ex- 
ecutive mngistratc— Ihe lopialnlurc having dcclnrcd the' 
office of governor vacant. Tlie deputy governor declined ' 
taking his cngngpments and resigned. It was therefore 
decided for llio Assembly lo elect a deputy governor, with 
the powers of n commission in chief. Where was llio pro- 
per person to be found, with abilities and fortitude sulli. 
cicnt for (ho exigencies of itie limes ? His life and fortune 
must be pledged on the issue. VidOT— complelo victory 
on our part, there must be, or llie lifeof llio man who 
■Iiould Inko Iho office, would bo tlio forfeit. Should we 
prove uncfiual (o i)ie coiilosl now begun, subordinate men 
might bo spared, but Iho chief of (he rebel* mui^t suffer.. 
Forliinalely, a man every way tjunlified was determined, 
on, a ciliicn wlio never oupircd lo public life even in limcs- 
of safety. 

" Mcholos Cooke, of Providence, was the man unani" 
moHsIy agreed on. Tho question was, could he be pur- 
Bunded to accept iho poailion? Stephen Hopkins then 
preparing for Jiis journey to lake his ecat in Congress, and 
Josliuft Uabcock, ihc oldest member of tlie house, were tc- 
qucstcd to wait on him, anil if poj>siLilo to obtain his con- 
'sent. lloth houitcs were waiting in anxious eolicitudo for' 
/ the return of their messengers. They staled the urgency 
of Ihe case. Mr. Cooko pleaded his advanced age, and: 
^ Iho retired habits which unfuicd him for meeling tho ex- 
/ pcelaiions of the Assembly. They replied that they con- 
sidered Ilia duly required him lo enablo Ihcm lo mako a- 
favorable report. Ho finally consented, though nothing- 
but Ihe critical slnlo of tho country would have induced 
lum so to do. The appointment of Gov. Cooka was re- 
ceived wilh joy throughout the State. With a solid judg-. 
mcnt, and an ardent and just scnso of the gooduess of tho- 
American cause, ho wtu a man of great decision of cliaiw 
aeter, This Iho peculiar clrcumsionccs of the times re- 
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tjiiimL II« Kcmed to nM with the spirit of the day, uid 
bcoogfat bto adioti abilitiu and atrength (tf mind which in 
priT«l« life would pcrhap* neTor btvo been duly appro- 
* cintcd. TiDKi (rf^ difflcully and danger hare in Tarioua 
InsUuice* bionght on ibo slage, men who Mcmod born for 
the occatioa. We cannot lell what another man might 
liave done, bat the three years that Got. Cwike presided 
in (he publte councils, directed the military o|>crations and 
fumuhcd llie suiq»liei for ilie troop*, not only in thii de- 
portment, hat under the immediate command of General 
'^Vashington, his eorrrapondcnco witli CoogrCTs, with tlio 
commondoMneliieff with tlic councils or governor* of lh« 
neighhrning Suteo, reflect high lionor on Iho Stale, and 
Itbodc lahutd history, if fwdifully written, will linnd hi* 
name down to posterity m connection with Iho most emi- 
Mcot pnblie character! of whicli our country can boojtU 

" Tho principle as snmcd ot tho commencement of hostil- 
ities, was, that we were not at wnr with (ho King, but with 
bU ninislry t and in the papers of that day they ncrcr 
rpoke of the lung's troops, but unifbnnly styled Ihcm the 
nmiKeriol troopat for we professed to be still bis majcs- 
ly*! k^ subjectJi, to avoid being denominated rebels, and 
in expoctntion of an acoammodalion tnking place by a rc- 
pol of tbe ocU of Parliament of which wo comphtincd. 
Oar people did not wish or expect (lutt (he contest would 
nsuU in btdcpendence, but it was tlie geucrnl ojtinion that 
when tho Binislry found we wouM fight rather (Itan sub- 
nit, tbey would repeal (lie ncU wliich were the suhjcct of 
compkint; and nothing but tbe savage manner in which 
tbo British army and nary eonductod tbe war, and the 
traonent of tbo prisoners who foil htto thdr hands, final- 
ly braogbt n« to (be dedantioD eS independence, and to 
weA tlM aid of foreign nations. I know tiiat hundreds (^ 
MWfpaper imten, and hundreds mora of July omtora, 
bare said (hat we fou^t for a republican government, and 
to obtain this wai our principal aim. This I know ts not 
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the foot. Until July, 1776. we neither fought for indepen- 
dence or republicanism. Even oftor (lie battio of Bunker 
Hill, when two bntllcs hnd been fought, tbo Continental 
Congrcsi in tboir last petition to tho King, used these ox- 
prewionai "We a«kbutfor peace, liberty and infoty. 
We wish not for any diminution of iho prcrogalivo, or the 
grant of any new right in our favor. Your royal author- 
ity over us wc shnll ever zealously support and mnintain." 
This conlmiliclH the hundred limcn reported assertion that 
we fought old England, in Iho beginning, for the purpose 
of c*tnbli,ihing an independent government. It was tlio 
necessity of the cnsio which compelled us to dccloro our- 
selves indcucnJoiit; and after the declaration was issued 
and prochiimcd, it is nl»o true that wc fought to mainldn 
and support it, till it was finally assented to and acknowl- 
edged by Great Urilniii. 

" Tlic most remnrkable character of nil the boys who 
grew up in Providence, was .Silns TalboL IIo served his 
apprenticeship with Zcphaninh Andrews, ns a moson.^ 
Wicn ho was of Bge, he worked at his trade, and built a 
house for binisclfon the north side of Westminster street. 
When the three Rhode Island regimcn(s were raised after 
the hatdo of Lexington, he received Iho commission of 
lieutenant. IIo rwo soon to be a captain, then a miyor by 
'breve(, by a 8|>ccial act o( Cnngrci^ Ills brevet com- 
mission not attaching him to any regiment ho was left free 
for any personal enterprise. IIo therefore collected a 
number of volunleers to perform with him a daring expe- 
dition in an old sloop whieh lay in Taunton river. He in 
a dark night poiwed down the cast postage, and run afong- 
sldo of and boarded the British Pigot galley, which hiy 
near Fogland ferry. Tlio ofliccrs ond crew were com- 
pelled to surrender, and he carried her with the prisoners 
safe mlo Slonington or Now London. Her cannon were 
82 pounders. For this exploit ho was by Congress ap- 
pointed colonel, and the stale presented him n silver hilt- 
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ed twOTd, whidi wu numufactured b; Mr. John Gibb«, 
oar noted BtlTcrnmilli. During iho commnnd of General 
Galea in UiU dcparimcnt, Talbot fitted and manned the 
«U aloop Argo, and under a new eommiMion from the 
State aulbwiied hj Congrcs*, pcrfomicd MTcnU cruiflca 
and hud firaght octionc, and bronght in several jiriscs. 
The name and title of colonel Tnlbot was m> popnlor and 
IB ancb general om, tlut vlicn he commanded tlie Argo 
ber oSico* and men could not casil/ drop it for tlut of 
captain. On one of liia cniinc* he came up with a British 
transport ihip, off Snndy Hook, and to the linil of tlie 
•hip, " WJm eommmii ikat tfoap t" (he Argo's olliccr nn- 
nrend^ eabael TalboL " Tlie devil he docs ; 'tis lite first 
time I ever saw a sloop commanded hf a colonel," was 
the replj ; but he was obliged to strike to the colonel, wlio 
brought him safe into New Bedford. 

<* Before the icvolotion, as Providcnee increased in pop- 
nlatioo and eommcrec, nn nnrensonable prrjudicc existed 
in Newport against it, and when llic war bcgnn llio rich- 
est men of the old fiimilies there were generally loj'alisls. 
The case was different in Providcnee. Here there were 
Doae who took the side of tlio enemy. Tlte great success 
of the little imvateers of this town in the year I77fi, 
which brought in a number of very valuable iliipf, in> 
creased the Utter feeling of the friends of the crown in' 
Kewport. When the British amiy hod talicn possession 
of tba isUnd, and the ships blodccd up the river, Talbot 
in his Argo, ran through their fleet in a dark stomy night, 
•od went to sea. His great success Induced the loyalists 
in Newport with the aid of the British, to fit out a brig 
called the £ng George, to eruise for his capture. They 
ftO in witb each other between Nantucket and New York. 

"Vnj eariy one morning, as I was passing towards the 
Btaikel house, there were but two men to bo seen in the 
street, Doelor Ephraim Bowen and Mr. John Jcnckcs, 
wbo were two of the earliest risers in the town. They 
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were standing together in the middle of the street. As I 
wn* p(n.«iiig in the rear of (hem, Ccncrnl Gnlcs opened 
lite clinmbcr window of his licad qunrlcrs on the costsido 
of Iho ulrcct, wilh his old velvet ni;;lit cap on, and said, 
" ro-mI moniing gentlemen." They botli answered, " good 
morning General, good morning General." The General 
sniit, *' wo have good news." "Ah, what is it?" thcj 
Imlli in<)u!rcd. TItc General said with a strong voice, 
'■ Talbot lias taken the King George." " Has he?" they 
said, wilh voices ciiiiaDy strong, at the same inslnnl ad- 
vancing ncarerto the General's house. TlieOcncml said, 
" I received a letter Iiwt night by cxpreM from Tnlbot. 
Ho hns got her snfc into New Bcilford after a severe ac- 
tion." "That is good news indeed," ihcy replied. I 
spread the neivs through the ncighboHiood, and to every 
pnsscr-by, with grcnt plcnsnre, as I heard it from the Gen- 
eral himself. That dny but little work was done. Joy 
WM dilFiised through the town. People left their work to 
talk about it a* much as if a great victory lioil been ob- 
tained by our army. Talbut and nityor Simeon Tluiyer 
were, wiilioiit (lucslion, among the most efficient officers of 
the Rhode lulnnd line of the army. 

" Thcro were nt this time a great number of refugees 
here from Ncwi>ort, many of whom liad loft the island 
bijforo the enemy took irassession, an<l many otliers who 
hn I been permitted to come off in flags of truce by the 
Briiijh geiicmls. A number of these had been confined 
in Iho jail nnd on board the prison ships as rebels. Tlits 
Irenlmcnt ■n:tic of them laid to the account of their toiy 
fvllow citiEens, nnd their rancor vented itself more against 
Iho latter than against the regular troops, except towards 
Grncrnl Pre«cott who was nn igiiomnt tymnical man, who 
would strike every one with his cana who did not take off 
his hat when ho appeared in sight. Tlicso refugees re- 
joiced iitftfl heartily in the capture of the King George. 
" I nm not writing the history of the revolutionary war. 
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' bnt hare noticed soTenil t^ Die precoling arcunutanccs to 
giva the ebancter of tho timca wo havo poMcd lhrougb> 
Tbej were times of distreo' end trouble The men mwt 
pniaiiiioiK and actire in the aflhin of tlic town, tn well ai 
in tho pofalie tranfoctrana of the times, when tho dispute 
with tho mother conntij commcDced, were Stephen Hop- 
kins, Sannel mghtingale, aen^ Nicholas Cooke, tlino 
bratben mchdas, Joscpli and John Itrown, Jabea Bowen, 
President Uanninj, Ebenecer Tliompson, Jolin Jenrkca, 
John Smith, Darid Lawrence, Doctor Arnold, Amos 
Atwell, Zephaniah Andrews, John Updike, Nnthnniol 
Greene, Theodore Foster, Patil Allen, Daniel Tillingliast, 
Joseph Nightingale, EUlia Robinson, nnd others. John 
Brown and Jabca Bowen were leaders in this phafainx. 
Tbe elderlj portion «f theso gcnllcmon gcncrnllT' wore 
brge wbito wigsi thon of tlio younger part wore their 
owa liair. This maj be eomidcrcd the last ago of the 
large wig fashion. Tlio Quakers, wlio are gcncmll^ tho 
last to change fashions, wore wigs witlmut powder." 

On prtxcding pages mention is mndo of Gov- 
ernon Hopkins and Ward. Botli of thcso gcntlc- 
Bcn Ur. Howlsnd numl>crcd among his personal 
fricndu, and familiar wiUi tlicir public career ho 
was qnalificd to cstimato correctly their eminent 
Kirkoa. In the following extract, tlmt estimate 
of the former is bricDj expressed : 

"Stephen IIoi>krns was bom in 1707. Iloformnnj 
jrcara was Goremor of the colonj, and in tlio French war 
belbre the eDnqnott of Canada, was a member of tlio c«n- 
railiiMi wluch assembled at Allmnj tinder instructions 
from the King and Councili to decide on the number of 
Mea eaek of the colonies shoaU famish for tho defence of 
Ibe frentier, or fbr tlie inrasion of Canada. As a drilian 
bo was net inferior to any of the statesmen of Lis day.^ 
His BigbU of the Colonics Examined, which was publish* 
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cd by the General Awcmhly, and reprinted in England 
. by the friends of Amcrico there, wna Inid before the Brit- 
ish ministry by the agent of llio colony. Gov. Hopkins 
was a member of tho Congrcsit of 1774, 1775, and 177G, 
in which he signed the dccinratlon of independence, lie 
left a largo trunk of pnpcrs connected wiih tho tran^nc* 
tions of his public life. After Ui decease, nn unsuccessful 
attempt WAS made by Jloses Brown to oblnin Ihcm for safe 
keeping, mid in llxf great otonii of Scplembcr, 1815, tho 
lido su-cpi throiigli ilio house where they witc loilgcd, and 
thcj' were carrifd olf and lo*t in llic multitude of waters. 
The name of Iloj.kinfi, or that of Ellcry his eollcnguc, who 
in belmlf of this Slnlc signed llic di-clnraiion of imlcj«!nd- 
enee, oiiglil not lo sink into forgclfiilnew here, while tlicy 
are remembered with feelings of veneration in other States." 
Tlio estimalion in which Gov. Ward was held, 
. will bo gntliorcd from tlic fallowing letter oddrcss- 
cd to a descendant: 

Pkovidexce, April 5ih, 1842. 
Bicn.vKD R. Ward, Esq. 

Dear Sir :— The Cm meeting of our Board of Trustees 
rinco the roccii.t of your vahiaLlo communicniion, wns 
Iwldcn yeorcrtlay, when I was rc<iucsK-d to forward tho 
anncxwl aeknowlwlgmcni. Tlio manuscript journal of 
your highljr vciiiTate<I ancestor is esteemed n most valua- 
ble document. To myself, personally, it is the source of 
grateful recollections, as when a young boy then living in 
Newport, I saw hint on a day of his .lection e9cortcd''by 
a numerous procession, civil and miliiarj-, to the Court 
House. I saw him adcrwards on another occa.<ion be- 
fore Ins election to Congress, and distinctly recollect tho 
countenance of one ■:rliom I Ihcn nnd ever since esteemed 
a great num. An examination or slatcmciil of the Rights 
of the Colonics, from the pen of Gov. Ward, ns voted ond 
adopted by llic lownofWeslcrly, where was his home- 
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>tead, pnblubed in the Goxctte of FroTidcnce, and 
Um Mereurj of Newportt wm kigliljr Approved bjr Uio 
paliUcians of that dajr, wlien the conlcat vilh (Iia inollicr 
coanlrf wu earned oa hj votca, rcaolutioiu and protest*, 
and wliidi were aftcrwanla diangod to guiu nnil bajoncta. 
Toar Gdlier, CoL Ward, wni one of tlie best ofliccn of iho 
array of the revolutioii. I icrvcd under him in Sullivan's 
ozpedilion on Rhode Island, iind orcr ancrwnrds Imd Uio 
bappineu lo enjoy his conRdcnco and friendchij). I now 
fieel mjKir as standing atone, b monnmcnt of departed 
jtam. Tlie generations which existed in tito dnysofGoT. 
Ward have long since departed. I am in the midst of a 
new people, bat am pleased to find now and llion one who, 
like jonrself, feels an interest In the memory and times of 
tbdr aoeealors, and who do not limit the divine commnnd, 
" honor llij fallicr and thj mollicr," lo (he immcdialo an* 
cestor, but cxleml it back lo former progcnilon.* 
Wilh great rcs|)ect and regard, 

Your humUe scrrani, 
JOHN IIOWLAND. 

* Owr. Wtrd, ksi Ibrlanslo llisn hli dlilltifuUhnl SMorlAle, ilk] 
BOt lira lo sign lh< dcclMitkin b< but lo iirenuouily silvocnlnl, but 
died Bl misdctphrs, in CdriRreu, on llis 3-'i(li di}- of Msri-h, 1770. 
nis plan wu idrpllril bf hli winn pcnonil ami pnllttrni frknil, 
William BIciT, wiio ihu had Ibe baoor, at -.I'liirh no inin wa* mora 
woMbjr, lo alllx III* ilgnilare to llie dedorsllon In ratiijMny wllb llio 
illantrtoiu do*, ilopkln*. For G«r. IVsnl Ur. JcirrrHin culcrlslncd 
afaigb regard. Insninlcrrlewwllb Iwo gcntlctnen from NcwVork, 
la Jano, 1S33, he adrcrlal ai aMorlatnl with ihe nnmc at Wsrd, lo 
'the hemte Stale at Itbode Uland," Hogcr Williomi, ami Ihe ikro- 
UMawIeMrg]rof))erpn>|i)olntM:Lairor religion) ami civU lilicny, 
"Cot, K'anl,''ssM Ur. JcfTfraan, "bad ■ long Torcilglit. Ilawai 
•ariy po«e*Md of Um Idea at iBdcpcwlcnce, and was ■ wise conn>cI- 
lorladlsnMsloaoB IbealhlHof ItMeolonlc*. lie wonid asiurcdly 
kave aflsed bto aaaM lo (be dMbuatlon of InUcpcndcnn liad bs bst 
llTBd a (few dars longer. We all dcepir regretted hi) ileaih," Col. 
SsMad Ward eTIlie Continental line oTKboiIehlaiHl laiboannrof 
tbe rSTotalfoa, loa oT Go*. Wanl, wai bom al Wciterl}-, R. I., Kov. 
17, 1T3II, and died la Ihe ellr of Kcw York, Ang. Id, 1839. Samncl 
. Ward, son at Col. Snrancl, anil partner to llio Ann at IVItne, Ward ft 
King, wu bom al Winrlrk, It. I., M»J I, I7Sd, and died in Iho tHj 
of Sew Torli, Kor. mtb, 1619. 
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The moat importact event to j-ouag Howland ia 
1774, waa tlio sudden dcccaso of Iiia fatlicr, I>y 
which ho was deprived of a judicious and affec- 
tionate counsellor. It was a shadow upon Uic path 
of life nciUicr fleeting nor unacknowledged, and 
hallowed by the memory of christian worth. TIio 
sad tidings were eonvcycd to him hy hia father's 
near relative, Mr. Edward Bosworth, of Barring- 
ton, who being in Xewport at the tirao went to 
Providence for that purpose, and in whoso company 
Iio went homo to Iho funeral. Botli Dr. Uopljins, 
of whoso society hia father waa an active member^ 
and Dr. Stylca, pastor of the second church, wcro 
prcaent and walked in the procession to the grave ; 
but neither officiated at tho house, it not being 
" tho practice then as at present for a prayer or 
•ddress to bo offered at a funeral." Such omia- 
aions wcro not owing to indifference to tbc living, 
or to want of respect for tlio dead, but are to be 
Mcribcd, aa eouo tliliik, " to tho early Puriton pro- 
judicos " against tlio oatcntatloua gopulchral ritca 
of tho Catholic church. It is a mark of progrcas, 
that aiiico lliat day a more enlightened public aon- 
timont haa thrown off ihcao trammcla, and adopted 
fl funeral cuatom in accordanco with tho siinplieity 
and spirit of our holy religion, and tlio beat sym- 
pathies of the human heart. 

Before and after tho commencement of hostili- 
tica, Rhode Island had an organized militia, known 
as "minuto men." It comprised all able-bodied 
wliito male persons, between the agea of aixtcea 
and Bixty. To tliia body, by virtue of years, young 
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Ho-viw-lond belonged. JIi'b first essay at arms was 
in. te* «3ptcnber, 1775, vhca tlie comjuiny to vliicb ho 
•wf e» attached, vith others, marched to Newport to 
stoj;^ tlie depredations of captain James Wallace, on 
tH«% ^sonth cod of tho island. He commanded the 
Bri^-msh fleet, and had bcca several times snccessful 
ia ^M. j^iring off cattle and sheep for the supply of his 
in^i'^zft aty's troops. On reaching Newport, his com- 
V^v^^^— vcro " quartered in Banister's barn, and slept 
*>ta ftJB.10 hay-nov." This seasonable dcmonstratioB 
P^^S'^^vntcd a repetition of seizures. In speaking 
••f **»ia affair, Mr. Howland says: 

* ^C should not hare nlloJed (o it but to correct a mia- 
***^ ^>f Mr. KoM, in his diicourse delivered in Newport 
■*I**~i>. 4lh, 1838, on the conclusion of tho second ccnliiry 
^ *^^ Ktllemmt of Rliotio Inlitnd, pngc 88. llo b(aIgi tlint 
^ '*Vm« 7th of October, 1775, Wallnce milcd up llie rirer 
** ^^vislo), where lie dcntnndcd three hundred nliccp, tee. 
^'**^^ &r ibfl dcnuuid for sheep m«y ncconl tritli truth I 
4 My; but he goes on lo My, 'that evening nbout 8 
k, Walbwo commenced a heavy cnnnontulo on tho 
t Mid (>0T. Bradford'a Immim, with Mvcrnl others, were 
,' Ur. R. luu Iwre connected an expedition whicli 
snt by General Pigot in llio ycnr 1770, nnd the one 
^ "*^?~*llaeB in 1775. No hou»c« were burnt by Wnllncc, 
" ■■^» did not land any men, but kepi up a sovore eannon- 
"~» ^^uid fVom hi* bomb l»ig threw Mvcml ihcllB nmong 
. ^^^MMS which did but lillle dunnge. Oflhia tnuiMC- 
^^ 3 was a witncM, as captain Tnllnun's compony of 
I nen, (o which I belonged, nnd cajilain Power's 
, wera stationed on the Dudley and Bannister 
*, not fiu- from Newport. I mw Wnlloco with hi* fleet 
Ibey got nnder way between Coat harbor and Gould 
V, and as he Miled slowly np the river we commenced 
*^^ ***arch in range with him. A> it was our business to 
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attack any men he might attempt to land, wo kept even 
pace with him till wo arrived at Bristol fcriy, wlicn one 
of Im fleet grounded on tho cxlremo north west point of 
the island. Wnllotc will, the rest of his cqumlron come 
too, waiting for tho tide to rise to fiont tlie grounded one. 
Several of our minute men without any ortlcrsof ihc ofli- 
ccrs, ran across the meadow ncara* jw^isibie to the ground- 
cd vessel, and clischnrRcd ilicir musket* at her. \Vallaco 
then brought two of his largest sliijw lo boar upon them, 
nnd by n-pcnled broa.Uidcs lore up ilic mrf among thorn. 
They nil begun the retreat up hill to the roi.d, ond came 
tumbling over tlie slonc wsiM nmong us. It wns dark when 
the vessel flonlcd, and A\'nllnpc stood with all his liect for 
Bristol harbor. Wo stood on the high ground nenr Iha 
furry, and hiw the flush ofhisguns, wliiih .i|.pcarcd to bo 
mostly d:schnrge<l in broml^i.lcs ; but sucli was tho slalo 
of the air wo coul.I htar none of tho report tlwtigh only 
four miles off. In Providence they were lieard di:<[inclly. 
Gov. Bradford, .Simeon Poller, Bonjamin Uosivorlh, nnd 
otljcrs, repaired lo the head of the whnrf to confer with 
Wnllncc, lo induce him to cease his ntlack. lie agreed 
for some sheep and oxen to be sent on boanl in lite morn- 
ing, whidi WM complied with, and the fmy wa* over." 
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TM run 11W »P«»»^ .ithcilrooriimity inter- 
c.l to jiung Doirlanl The m.ny »l«rmi a<mi 

„'..ifcu=d, the frcq«c».p.r«d. ».a •!"»»"?'• 
<!■«., lie «rir.l »a dep«Uro of troop., ».d lUo 

Ud h^omo r«»m.r, t»n,i.hcd Tool for the Are .1- 
rcdr kindled i. hi. rouUifol brcMt. Eegardlc.. 

roilino of the .hop for U.o porilou. and oxct^g 
^eoe. of WK. In J""""? !•" enlisted m Iho 
r..*eo»p.nr, Cpt Dnvid De..cr, of the rog. 
„.„t ordered to be r.i.ed for one ye'rby U,. 
Oenend A»en,bl,,.nd.oon after jomed the OTO, 
at Ne^rL Tbo erenU of the ne«t Ui.rteon 
month., to whieh ho ™ »it»es., together «.th bi. 
pOTO^ experienee., we gi.e in hi. own word, : 
» In cb. Ton- inn. >bi« Sln» 1"^ "" •^'"^ " "" 

c JJl^j. •" «-»"" '' '^ T""r.r «» 

™;^rfGL™l W»bin8.». ». I«g '"^•"J",'^ 
i^rport, -h... .h. h«i»r w« inf»«d b, fillcn or M- 



leen sail of 'tho Britisli llcc(, commandol bjr eaplnin 
Jamci WallAcc. Tliis squadron laid ilic (own of Newport 
under conlribulion to euppljr llicm with provisions. Thcf 
Itod burnt llio liousos on tlio ixlnnil of I'ruilcnce, and car* 
lied oir all tlio cnttlo. They kept both sides of tlio bay 
in continual alarm. Tlio purpose of tlic Sialo in nvitiag 
llto troops mentioned above, was pr!ncii>ally lo protect 
Newport and ilio sliorcs of ilic ixtnnd from tlicse depreda- 
tions. As many of our best customers in tlic sliop liod 
been appointed ofnccrs in tbo armjr, (lie business bod de- 
clined, and as llio now regiment Ibcn raising was to bo 
stationed in Tojr native town, wlicro mj roollior and llio 
rest of tho family resided, I enlisted In It, and subscribed 
tbo cngngcmcnt to bo fjiidiful lo " Ibo liborlirs of Ameri* 
ca," and to be obedient to all onlcrsand regiilnlions of tbo- 
ormy. Tlio terms of llie enlistment were two monlbt' pay 
in advance, and wo wcro to find our own cloDics. The 
paper money bad not then depreciated. On receiving my 
two monlbs' pay, of forty shilling* per month, I imme- 
diately went to the shop of Joscj))i Rogers, who hod ready- 
made shirts lo sell, and bought one. Pulling it on orcr 
my jacket, I went homo to dinner. My singular appear 
ancc surprised itn. Gbidtling, and she wanted lo knoir 
what it meant. I laid her I had cnlintcd. Mr. Gladding 
did nol And fault wiib me, but took it in good part. 

" I was then in my nineteenth yeor. Col. Ilcnry Bab- 
cock, who had been colonel of a Rhode Inland regiment 
in the old I''rencb wnr at Lake George, was oiipoinlcd' to- 
tbo command of our regiment. His father, Doctor Bnb- 
cock, of Westerly, was a man of large property, and for 
many years bad been a member of Ibe General Assembly^ 
His son, our colonel, had been well educated, and had Ibe 
manners of an accomplished gentleman. In two or three 
months tho Council of War dismissed him from the com- 
mand, and appointed CoL Cbrislophcr Lij>piit lo succeed 
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Jiim.* Ordcrt were Ittnti for the men, u Tut u ihtf 
vera MBtlered and equipped, lo repair to Newport, and 
on my itcdring my fon and accoatremcnU I »et off alone. 
'^rhen I arriTed ia Drialol, about one o'clock, I called at 
Ihe home of Stephen Smith, wlio kept the only tavern 
there, and got dinner. While paying Mi* Smith for the 
dinner, Mr. Smith came in in wmo agitation, and caid 
TTallan wm coming »p Ihe riter with lii« whole fleet, and 
liemling towards Popoaquash. IIo said it wa« beet to 
|MNk cp ioroe of the (hlngi^ I iwniircd if there were any 
tn»s» in town. Ke replied that Mptain Pearce had a 
eompwiyofthirtyorforlymcnat lliebntlcry. I took my 
gm, and ilnng my hn«pMick,nnd Imvelled down the street, 
wbidi by thii time began to bo thronged with people- 
Some with carta and wl.eclborrow^•^ba■kct•, londed with 
their most neeewarj thing^ were removing out lo placei 
ofHfcly. I *aw Lieol. Gorcmor Bradford, and fi« or 
tix other genthjmen, rtanding on llw highcit put of the 
■ticel. oUerring tlie progrcM of Wallace, who seemed to 
be itaading towards the mouth of tlie harbor. I went np 
ID the gorenior, and taking off my hat, told him I belong- 
ed to Bahcock's regiment, and according lo order WM 
boond to Newport, bat as Wallace appeared to bo coming 
ap to tho town, I should be gUd if he would giTe me orders 
to join captain Pearee'a company, as I wished, if Ute town 
was to be defended, (o take a part } otherwise I must pro- 

• "CW.LIp|ilttwMdM«n"ledftTOn«a MideM sitd tctj refpcrta- 
Us Ouailr la Ibta SUK, and bad (W hiinwir Boialmi a high (UndJiig 
at Iht ttan of till BiipolBiinnl lo tha nMnnund of a n«]in«Dt. Us 
w»al««ta»d«««etlco«iw, prompt In the wefwlloD of sU or. 
4(n aad ptadealin hk ■•veaMBla, and hlfhlr emBMtNlcd by tho 
luwiaiiln-larb" AAar tka Ubm Ibr wUch bi> icfrlmcnl was 
iBtoed Iwd •xpiicd. Col. Uppllt iMamed to hi* Ibnn In Cranitoa, 
»id was fcf ie»o™i y*«« rwnMed ■ depwy 10 lh« Ocntml AMWnbly 
fhMlhnttewa. Ial78».l«wMappolnlrt ■ BrindtorOwnaof 
wOlUa, aad commuKkd a brinadeonHbods IiUnJal Ibo linH Iha 
Fteoch Hoop* nndcr RocbimtiMn "«re lUtlotvcd ncM Newport. II« 
AM Jan. 18ih,1824."-Varfpe Cowrfff Spiril if TO. 
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eeed to Newport. Ho replied, " thiu'a right, my good 
hid i go and join captain Pearce at the battery, and I will 
•ee it's all rigliL" I put on my hot, and travelled quick 
step tolltc mud bftKcry.nnd told captain Pcarcc my story, 
and that I wished to join his company, lie readily direct- 
ed mo to fall in. Hiis battery was near the water's edge, 
about west from the old Episcopal church. 

"The brcnsl-work was of a height that standing on lip- 
toe wo could reit our pieces on the top, and toko aim at 
the men or olHcers on the deck of a ship. This we ex- 
pected soon to ilo, but when Iho leading rcxsel arrived op- 
pOAilo the moulhof tho luirbor, Hho altered her course, and 
passing the point of Popposqunxli, stood towards Warwick 
Neck. Tlie rest of llic fleet followcfl, and Bristol was out 
of danger. I then told captain Pcarco that ai the enemy 
appeared lo be standing up loirnnls Pnwtuxct, if he would 
dismiM me I would proceed on my way to Newport. Ho 
assented, and I went to Bristol ferry. I lodged tliat 
night at the furry house on the Rhode I(^ln^d side. The 
next day I reported myself itt head quarters at the Ban- 
nister llOIIRU. 

" TJicrc wns a small regiment of State troops, command- 
ed by Col. William Richmond, of Little Compton, and a 
company of artillery, stationed on the inland when our regi- 
ment was formcil, and in tlio spring of the year wo were 
all marched into town and quariercil on the point north of 
long wlinrf. These troops were formed into a brigade, 
and William Barton, who kcjit a hatter's shop in Provi- 
dence, was ajipointcd brigade imyor. On his arrival at 
Newport he look up his quarters with CoL Riclunond, and 
entered on the duties of his oirico. 

" Congress having authorized or requested lite States 
to issue letters of marque and reprisal, this summer a 
number of privateers were cquipjied from Providence, 
which made very suGGcsuful cruises. Captain William 
Cbasc, Daniel BuckUn, Crawford and others, brought in 
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vT^Hl kige shifM taken from Uie homoward bound West 

|~^W fleela. The Brilit h ministrji expecting to crush tho 

^^^Dioo in the colonies bj tho gro^it numbers in their 

^^liesy and of sweeping our shipping from the ocean, did 

^ anticipate any powerful counteraction on our part. Tlioj 

^ not provide sufficient conToys for their sliipping, and our 

^Je priTateerSy which mounted only a few small cannom 

Cruised in the latitudes in which they knew tlicir ships 

Would pasSf generally boarded them without opposition, 

and the whanres in Providence wcro lined two or three 

deep with the largest ships from Jamncia, for which tlicy 

had not to firo so much as a musket. The next year 

experience taught the Britbh to arm their merchant ships, 

smd fighting came in fashion. 

** Early in the month of July, I do not now recollect 
the day, the declaration of independence arrived from 
Philadelphia. Tliis was what few expected and no one 
wished to be the result when the contest began, but now 
it was an act of necesnity. The General Assembly was 
convened at Newport, the old seat of government, and 
Ihey ordered it to be publicly proclaimed and celebrated. 
For this purpose our troops wcro paraded on the north 
aide of tho Court House parade, in thirteen divisions, and 
ensign John Handy, adjutant of Richmond's regiment, 
read the declaration from the gallery in front, over the 
Court House steps. Probably the assignment of this du« 
ty to young Handy by the Assembly. was to induce other 
young men of Newport, whose fathers wcro mostly loyal- 
ists, to join in the good cause, and being an officer drossed 
in a handsome uniform (as well as being a good reader,) 
to reoooeile the military part of the audience to the decla- 
latioo. When the reading was finished, the thirteen pla* 
toons in succession fired, then thirteen discliarges of can- 
BOQt and then three cheers with the swinging of our old 
three corn er ed hats. Some few days nfler, the same was 
pfodaiined la Prondeaee, by order of the Governor or 
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Assembly, with the addition of a dinner at Ilacker^s Hall, 
and tho pulling down of the sign of the Crown Coffee 
House.* 

^ It now became necessary to change words and names. 
The building which from time immemorial had been call- 
ed the Court House, was now the State House. The Col- 
ony of Rhode Island was now the State of Rhode Is- 
land. The United Colonics wcro now tho United States. 
The Governor instead of his Honor was now his Excel- 
lency. The slicriiT or his deputy was no longer a King's 
but a State officer, though Joseph Lawronce who had lived 
through the roign of two or three Kings, could not adopt 
the new dcsignntion. "When he and other owners of a 
privateer procured a warrant to arrost Paul Jones for im- 
pre:$8ing the crew of their vessel, and proceeded in 
company with the sheriff, to arrost him at the comer of 
the Jcnckes house in Providence, Jones who was a cap- 
tain in our navy, drew his long sword and swore he would 
clip any man who dared approach him. Lawrciico said, 
^^ oppose that man if you dare. He is a King's officer.'* 
Jones instantly advanced a step towards the sheriff, with a 
flourish of his bright sword, and said, " is he ? By— -— 
I have a commission then to take his head off." The sher- 
iff drow quickly back and said, *' ho lies, he lies, I a'nt a 
King's officer." Lawrence turning to the sheriff, said, 
" why don't you take him ?" iMr. sheriff replied, •• the 
devil^-don't you see his poker ?" Jones escaped. 

** Our rogiment was ordered to leave Newport, and join 
the army at New York. On tliis occasion our officers re- 
ceived commissions from the President of Congress in 

• The dcclamtlon of InUciicndcnco was pcncl flroin tho portico of 
tbo SlAto IIouM in IVovidcncc, bjr Gcorgo Brown, an Englishman, 
who wan scloctcil to pcrfonn the scr^'ico on account of the compass 
of his voice. Ho was then upwards of eighty yean old, yet so Arm 
and dear was his utterance, that ho was distinctly heard by tho crowd 
on North Main street. Mr. Drown was distinguished for bonero- 
lenco, ready wit and integrity. IIo died at East Greenwich in March, 
1783^ and was interred in ProTidence. 
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lien of tLoM rigned bjihe Govfernor; but the non-«om> 
■JMioaed And primes mirched nndcr tho original cnliit- 
liKDta. Some went by water and loino bj Innd to Now 
London. Cokmel Lippitt choM to visit his Tomily on Iiia 
wmj, who lived on bit farm in Cnuwton, and as I bad the 
care of hU bi^gngc, and wna porticulnrt; fuvored b; bim, 
we croncd the baj to 'Wickford, and from llicnce proceed- 
ed (e hi> bonae. Alter remnining tlicre one niglil, wo 
oontinued our joumcj tlirougb I'lainficld lo join (lie regi- 
ment at New London. We lodged Ibe lint night nt £a- 
ton'i tavern, in Flninficld, and (hero wc met ndmiml IIop- 
khu, who was on his waj homo from Fliilmlclphio. lie 
iqtpcmred grcatlf exdled when lie informed colonel I^ippilt 
tbat General Washington bad nlmndoned llie city of New 
Tm^ without fighting to defend it. lie censured )iim se- 
rtnUj for to doing. The loss of New York doubtless ef- 
fected cokmel Lippitt, as it did cvcrybodjr else, but he 
wouM notbbune (be commandcr^n-eliief, nor join the nd- 
iniral u bis bitter censures. This was tlie first time I had 
•rer heard man or woman blame, or speak disrospcclfulljr 
of General Washington, and J nmjadd.liint itwosalsolhe 
last; but it did not alter my opinion of ilio wisdom, the 
brareT7,orlliepnidcnceof thcillnslriousgcncml to whose 
diMretion and judgment I was now going (o submit mj 
liA a* well as the liberties of my country. 

"Tba next nwming wo wont on our way to New I»n- 
doB, where we embarked on board a sciiooner to proceed 
ap the soond. We were eo crowded on board, ihnt there 
was M room to sit or lio down. We stood both below as 
well as above deck wedged together. T)ie eolonel did not 
go on board with us, but went by land on liorseback. Be- 
tan night there arose a strong gale of wind alicnd, and 
froB the spisy of the sea and force of Ilia wind and waves 
we had no shelter till some time in the night, when we arriv- 
ed voder the lea of a small island, where we ky till mom* 
lii^ when we got under way and before tho next night ar- 
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rived at Block Bock. There we landed, and atler load- 
ing our tents and camp kciitcs in corls, proceeded on to 
New IIitTcn, and thence to Fairfield. Here no waited for 
the men and tho baggngc carts lo come on. It was Hun- 
day, and before the al\crnoon mccltng 1 went up to the 
lop of the tower, which was covered wiili a tliick ehcct of 
lead. In tliis I cut my nnme, and tho date of my visit, 
expecting tluit it might be read some years after by some 
strange anlii|uarinii ascending to lite height I had readied. 
1 attended worship in (he same house in llio aftcnioon. 
The Ituv. itr. Klliot was llio miiiislcr. lie wa^t brother 
to Doctor Elliot of Itoston. This being a gloomy period 
of the war, the disasters and distress wc were sulTurinz he 
ailribulcd to llio sins of the people, and sai<I tlial wc could 
not expect boiler limes till rcgienlancc and reformation 
took |>lnce. This I cslecmcd di^courai;ing, as we witness- 
ed litlle of rcli;>iou3 rcfonnnlinn since ihc war l>cgan, ond 
considering that war never fails to produce immorality. 
Mr. Klliot was a man of lolcnls and an able prcnclier, but 
his doctrine was derived from tlic divine govommcm as 
relating lo tho Hebrew nation, whoso reformation never 
look ]ilaco except in consequence of public calnmilius. — 
Itut thcde have seldom, if ever, been Ihc result rct^jtecling 
olhcr nations, Tho next day wc proceeded on oiir way 
towards King's bridge, whicli connects iho Alanhaitnn is- 
land with Ihc main. Al\cr we left ilic Connecticut boun- 
dary, and arrived in Westchester county in New York 
Stale, there api>carcd a vast difference bolli in ihc manners 
of the people, tho roadn, Ihc buildings, and the cidlivation 
of ihe land. All Die advanluges in these re.-'i)ccls were In 
favor of the land we bad lelV. The ignorance and pover- 
ty of the peopio increased ihe farlher wo advanced into 
(he Slate of Ncw'York, whicb showed that the first sct- 
(kn were of a difturoiit origin from ihose of Now Eng- 
hnd. 
" Wc passed King's bridge, which i« fifteen miles from 
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of high and steep ridges of hind with narrow Tallies be- 
tween. A mile square of level land is seldom seen.— 
Our next movement was to White Phiins, where were a 
eourt house, a number of scattering dwellings, and somo 
good farmers. On the 28th October, a part of the Con- 
necticut troops under general Spencer, with M*Doug(irs 
brigade, were posted on a ridge of land next south of the 
hill on which our regiment was stationed. In the morn- 
ing of that daj, a large detadiment of British appeared 
ascending the highland opposite to us, to attack their com- 
mand. The action soon commenced. It was a severe 
conflict, and wre expected everj moment to be ordered to 
re-€nlbrce tliem. But it appears that our commander-in- 
chief did not intend to risk a general action while the cn- 
emj had such a vastly superior force, but only to flght bj 
detachments. We therefore stood under arms and with 
our cannon loaded, as silent spectators of the conflict. It 
was the first battle I liad ever seen, and the roar of musk- 
etry for more than half an hour, resembled the' sound of 
fifty drums in continual rolL With more than a thousand 
muskets in continual discharge, tliere were no intervals of 
sound ; but the sound of the cannon was distinct above 
the roaring of the musketry. General Putnam advanced 
up the west end of the hill with a body of men to cover 
the retreat if necessary. At length the two armies, as if 
mvtoally tired of the conflict, drew apart, and each en- 
deavored to remove their wounded. On our part colonel 
Somllwood, esteemed a valuable officer, fell in the contest. 
"While our troops halted upon CImtterton's hill, the 
British, in close pursuit, rested for a short time upon an- 
other eminence dose by. An Irishman, one of colonel 
Lippitt*s servants, who was called " daddy Hall,*' seemed 
^ttito nneasy on account of their presence. He had duirgo 
of the colonel's Ikntsc, and frequently exdaimed, ** what 
ai6 wo doing here ? Why do we stop here? Wliy don't 
WO fooB F I doQ*l beliere the eolonelknows that the red- 



mmmmmmmm 



HUP 



w 




OFJOnKnOWLAKD. g3 

coated rascals ore so ncnr - t> 

the perturbation of (1^:^ f l!^'"^^^'" ^<^^^r, seeing 
you're afn^iUI YaJr^ .Z'Jf''''' -J, "daddy uj, 
Mian's ire was ai^^cVatT "° "T"^^" ^^^ M'^' 

more noryozbe; but fai L^^^^ ^'" "^' ^''<^^ 

good pair of heels is J ^.v^ oAl T^ '' '"^ ^"^ 

ye don't, call daddy Hall 11^ T^' ^^^"^ "''-'^^ ' '^ 

for before sunset tL a1 ^^ "^"^ '^ ^^^ ^'<». 

pursuer., mor t^en^^ ^ " '^"^^ ^^^^^^ ^'-'r 

fiAy artillery „,en wi,h Mvo L" vJ .„ "TT^ '' '^^"^ 
proached the cd.^c of a Ml T^ '"'"^'^ ^''""^"' "P- 

«"<^. This was iinuTd ;irr!^"'; "" ''"'"-^^^ ^" '^^ 
ond discharge from our fi/ "''^' ""^' "'" ^''^^ o'-^<^e- 

-und thcV carr^fge;^^ X^;" '^'f^^ - a body 
or iUoy had lo.t iU.W co^Z"^' ^'^t:'' ^^ '^"'^^ 
cannon and diVarwarcMl T • ^ '^''''''' ""^ ^'»C'> 

<Iuring the war Sr * .l^^Z ''' ^"'^ ^"^''^"^^ 
the Americans in takiu. a^r ri r ''*' '"^^'•'"^•'>^ ^^ 
cr knew how to /Ire Tin' r* , ^'-"'^P^«" droops ncv. 
«on, and in the batnL on i^^^^^^^^ '^^ '^'^"'-' ^-"ee- 
^Sed. I„ the great br. le r n "'' '" ''''''' ^ ^^'«^ -"' 
or of Americarrni^^^^^^^^^^ '^'^ ^'- ""- 

'- /icid ehan he ^l^Xu^^l^::^' '"- ^^-^ on 
•10/ may never make nnv iJ ^uman.ry J wi.h 

worth doing at all I S^ T T *'"'*' ''^^'^'^-^^ »• 

or war is to^ kill ; „T^^^^^^ ^7"' '^"^ - ^'- business 
do it well, ' '"''' '^"^1^'° '""r never learn to 

J- Our next remove, or „.e.at as it may be called, was 
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,1,11. .0 toy .a r~k'Wl- J"^™ [.„vUlon.:o, »a P"*- 
l»J,.lro»3™co,»,J "°""~. „oi, oihcr, on 

,i,id, he uu 1," s"* "'"«• "° . a„,,u,„, how 

Ui„rfrorlo»sh.wbcn»»loO. „^„^, ,ook «[, 

lU VMn «""' """ °I,„.,i,ol«»™i» "I'loh 
Irl, -l. cno»„ »d •«;•" »7J:« 'l',%H,l.h li^U 

ooapod «rf l>"»El" "■ 'J» '"7 , °„ ,,;,„ „ 1,0 rodo «p 1. 
„,, wot. on onr »»"■'• ' ^ ^„;,,,j u.o 
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ATo linltod Rome tinio in (he rood, and Sullivan rotio 
tlirongli tlia lino giving or<lcr«, to uliow Hint vc «lill linti a 
tiommander led, and did not n[ij)car to regret (lio luss of 
Lcc I coiifcKi it wiw not n inlijcct of luiy grief lo mc, aa 
I liail Icnovn liim in Providnnco buforu he vat npjwiiilcd 
in our xrinj, nml thouglit wo coiiM mnnuractnre aa good 
gcncrale out of Amcricnn slulT as liu was. Hut thi» irn* 
not tlio prevalent opinion, lor on HkI rtiUing our army, 
Congress M wuU a* other atntcsmcn, vrcrc inipreitM^il tvilli 
tlio idea lital tlio men who liml served in ilia old French 
WOT were only nt lo he apjioinled. Under ihi.'t error, wliich 
general Wn.«)iin;;lon Mon found ou:, Lcc, Gnle* , and ollicra 
were oommini'ioDcd. Galen h-oa »ciit hy CoiigrcM to com- 
manil the nnrlhernnnnj',wiihnul consulting general Wash- 
ington, and had there not been hotter gcncral>i under him, 
be woiild not have hod the hoiwr of Iho surrender of lliir* 
gojnc 

''It wns forlunatc for m that the Itrilish nm<lc Ihc same 
mislnkc in apiiointing gencralit Howe nnd Sir Henry Clin> 
ton lo command their armies here, and old Knyphausen ,. 
wlutwiutlto iliMifiancumroamkT. They had M>me younger 
ofltccra under Ihcm who had seen service in Ger- 
many, wlio were cflieicnl. All this may neem a digression' 
from the history of the capture of general Lee, who was 
eiilceincd in England at that time as the principal sup[)ort 
of the American catijic. General Howe's account of iho' 
capture I will here insert from Iiis Idler to Txird George 
Germain, dated New York, December 20, 177G. 

"During LonI Oomwallis's slay at Peimiiigion, & patrol 
of thirty dragoons fruni ihe IClli regiment, wa^ rent out to- 
gain intelligence of a eorjis under Hie command of general 
Lcc, reported to he in Morriit county, on their truy lo crou 
tlic Delaware. Lieut. Col. llarcourt desired tlie dircclion. 
of tliii detachment, and IcKming, as ho proceeded, the sit- 
his corps, cotirti^iLMg of iwo lUousund men, and 
of general Leo's head quarters, he contrived by infinite- 
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1 -nllnntrr to cct to hi* »»u»c iimli«»vcr«l by 
ftddrcM and gallantry, to gc ^„ ^,i„„„cc, 

^ -*«.i route from Morri*lown lo inw 
Haw kms wc were on "^J^^^ ^ ^ ^,,i,,. j com- 

nvcr, I l«»e no J^ ^^^ ^^ cro«KMl K.ngs 

"^S ':\Z itt^ . >VcTn.;i «. the ferry whc« 
*'" ' .1^^. .he river to Ea..o«. townnl. nigh.. Hero 

^c were '^J2^t"^^^i »>•« »'•"'•'" »"«» •"''"' ''^""*"*" 
"^^'T^.ti Wirbro,.ght .he 5n.cUis:o«cc I never 
of Blwde W«n.L >\ l»o uro«„ Whcllicr they 

!.».« T1ii» wn» ai*.rc»*ing new« .o i». " "«^^ ' 

knew, iiiw " . , ^c coiiM not .ell, hut it up- 

eoaU render - -;^7J.,r;.,.p„rt, nnd wh.t w.. 
brother. «.rf «*ter, 1 had ';" '" .j ^e eould not 

:.. ^r^ Wion whieh we dn.w in .1., mom.ng, 
,«H,glv Our itoj • nwi ^ canteen. 

,„ . jnntof f^jr »- "^ .^^.^ ft., u.e ,K.«..«,r. 
with only one bead. Th» was i ,^ 

„ be eonW reeeive l.« Jour .n "• -» -"^^^ ^^^^ 
i„.o dough .0 be baked on - «^-;,„,, „„, , ,.., „a 
.beir«oorona(lat.^-^rfJ-y ^^^ ae.cr.cd from 

.be bomb bng ^J^^^^^;^^ '^ ^^„ cp, m«.le of 
•^t^ JT "vSw f«H« one company .o ano.hcr 
**^r^„ brTen «itor BngM»b. • if Congrew can't 
^'SJ.St::^Theybctti.^epc«e,»a-c^ 

go Bud took ort for !««»«"• 
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^ Tlio next day wo crossed the Delaware to Eoston. 
Wo drew no rations till towards night, when we had a 
small allowance of bread. In the course of the day, 1 was 
travelling through the town in search of a baker, in hopo 
of purcha.'«ing a loaf, when I overtook Lieut. Stephen 01- 
ncy, 6f Hitchcock's regiment, whom I had known in Prov- 
idence. I enquired of him wh(*re I could find a bako 
house, OS I could hold out no longer without something to 
cat. lie was as hungry and as much perplexed as I was, 
but laugheil, and said we must make the best of our situa^ 
lion and hojuj for better times. Several years after tliQ 
close of the war, when I frerpiently met him in ProvidencCy 
while he was a member of the General Assembly and 
town trca'«urcr of North Providence, he never failetl to 
mention the circumstance of our meeting at Boston, and 
the change of our situation. Kaston was then a handsome 
place, though |M!rhap8 not half the size of its present di* 
mens ions. 

*'Thc next day our tents and camp kettles were loaded 
into the wagons, and wo marched to Hethlehem, situated 
on the river Ix'high, twelve miles wc^t of Easton. This 
place, in the journal of David Hrainard, who was a mis- 
sionary among the Imlians, is called the forks of the Dela* 
ware. Bethlehem is a town belonging wholly to the ]^[a- 
ravian sociely, and at the time we were there about half 
the houses wero handsomely built of stone, and the other 
half were handsome log hou<«es. Since that time I havo 
cmpiired of several young Indies who were educated there, 
and they informe<l me that the log houses have disapi>earedy 
and that the whole town now consists of handsome stone 
buildings. 

•• Wc tlio next moniing crossed the T^high by a ropo 
ferry, and marching south faced towards Philadelphia. 
On this march, when we set up our tents for the night, tho 
Sparc guns and cartridge boxes of the men who had failed 
by tlic way, wero placed in the quartermaster's tent, which 
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he and the A^i^^*^^ ^7 oecapicd. We gcnerallj had 
fires in front of our tents at night, to wnmi ourselves as 
well as to eook our rations. Tlie drjest leaves which cov- 
ered the ground, we gathered into our tents to sleep on, 
as the ground was eold and damp. In the course of the 
Bight, the leaves between the fire and the qnartermaster^s 
tent took fire, and extemling to the leaves in the tent, the 
cartridge boxes began to explode, and one comer of the 
tent was blazing. Tlie tent in which I lodged was next to 
that on fire. We mustered before the two gentlemen 
awaked, and was in the act of pulling over their tent when 
thej turned out. Tlie contents were scattered, and the 
fire trodden out as fast as po^ihle ; but when the quarter* 
Blaster got on his clothes, lie found the leA skirt of his coat 
and part of one leg of his pantaloons were niisi>ing. The 
hind comer of his cocke<l hat was bumt off. The panta- 
loons he was sometime aAcrwards cnnblcil to replace, but 
lus coat and hat went throup;h the rest of the campaign 
in the same condition in which the fire had left them. 
AAer the adoption of the constitution and when judge 
Bourne was a memlM*r of G>iigrcss, I sei^crnl times re- 
mindted him of lib appearance when he was our quarter- 
Blaster in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and he entered 
into the conversation with great good humor. A coat or 
B hat at the time of his misfortune, v^m bcjond his or any 
other oflicer^s power to procure. Adjutant Iloldcn laying 
fiulhest from the pari of the tent on fire, did not suffer any 
Biaterial loss, tliough the explosion of the cartridges arous« 
ed the wliole regiment. 

^ We continued our march to Bristol, twenty miles north 
of Philadelphia, where we set up our tents in the woods a 
Biile or so west of that town* Here we continued until 
the S4th I>ee*miber. In the afVemoon of that day, a vio- 
lent eold snow storm began, and continued through the 
Bigfai and the next day, which was Christmas. In the 
^gfat of the S4th| we mostered out of our tents and march* 
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ed down to the shore, where a number of boaU had been 
collected to surprise the Hessian garrison on the Jersey 
side of Uio river. IIci-o wo waited with shouldered arms 
several hours for the floating ice to open a passage for our 
boats in which we were to cross, but the vast sheets of ice 
whicli came down so fully obstructed the passage, that 
general Cadwallader, our commander, ordered bis division 
back to their tents. We suflercd more this night from 
eold in the snow storm, than on any wo had yet cxperi- 
cnced, and when we readied the camp and shook off the 
•now OS much as possible, and crept into our tents without 
fire or light, comfort or repose was out of the question- 
Cold— cold— cold,— {uid that continually. 

•* General Washington, with the other lialf of the army, 
was more fortunate. They succeeded in crossing the river 
at Trenton, ten miles above us. The current of the river 
Uiere being stronger, swept the floating ice sons not great- 
ly to obstruct the i>assagc of the boats. At daylight In tlie 
morning ho divided his force, and advanced on the Hessians 
in front and rear. Their oiricers were partly taken by 
surprise. Knowing that for a considerable time before 
thero had been no American troops in Jersey, they had 
little reason to ex|>ect being attacked by an enemy from 
Pennsylvania, in such a snow storm ; but they made such 
a defence a% under the circumstances, they were able. 
They were compelled, hoivevcr, by Wa«»hing(on to ground 
•their arms. Two regiments and about half of another, 
with a company of artillery, woi-c made prisoners. A part 
of the third regiment quartered at the south part of the 
town, fle<l to B.irdentown, where we should have account- 
ed for them with the rest of the division cantoned at that 
phiee, if the ice had not preventctl our crossing from Bris- 
tol as before stated. General Washington re-cro9*md the 
Delaware with his prisoners and sent them up to Lancas- 
ter, sixty miles west of Miilmlelphia General Howe, in- 
stead of sending another division to Trenton, withdrew his 
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tnopB from Borfcnlown and Burlington to the interior of 
Jenej, finding them to be nnwife wbilo Washington kept 
op his operationi daring the severity of the winter. 

''Our great eommander appeared determined to keep 
up and merease the ahirm of tlie enemj. Our division 
was therefore ordered to leave tlie eneompment near 
Bristol, and to march up opposite Trenton, where we 
crossed over to that pUico with our whole little armj. 
Here, with a part. General Washington remained a short 
time. The remainder, under General Mifflin, of which 
our brigade including the three Rliode Island regiments, 
were a part, were sent to Crosswicks, twelve or more miles 

into the interior* 

« On the dlst daj of December, 1776, the daj on which 
the term of enlistment of the Contincntnl troops expired, 
the remnant of all the divisions, brigades or rcgimenU 
which had composed the army at the opening of tlie cnm- 
paign, together with a eompanj of volunteers from Phila- 
delphia, were paraded. The brigade to which we were 
attached was composed of five regiments, three of which 
(Yarnum's, Hitchcock's and Lippitt's,) were from llliodo 
Island ; and the other two, (Nixon's and Little's,) were 
from Massachutetto. Col. Daniel Hitchcock, the oldest 
colonel present, commanded tliis brigade. Of the number 
of men, Lippitt's counted more tluin one third.— 
This was the time that tried both soul and body. We 
were standing on frozen ground covered with snow. The 
hope of the commander-in-chief was sustained by the clmr- 
acter of these half frozen, half starved men, that ho could 
pursuade them to volunter for another month. He made ' 
the attempt, and it succeeded. He directed general Mif- 
fim to address our brigade. Seated on a noble looking 
horse, and himself clothed in an overcoat made up of a 
large rose blanket, and a largo fur cap on his liead, the 
general made a powerful Imrangue, pursuading us to ro- 
main a oMmth or six weeks longer in service. It was ex« 
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pcctcd that in that time the States would send on rein- 
forccmcnts to take our places, and lie did not doubt before 
that time wo should be able to expel the enemy from New 
Jersey. He mode some promises, perhaps, without the 
advice of General Washington, which were never fulfilled. 
He said every thing taken from the enemy during the 
month, should be tlic property of the men, and the value 
of it divided among them. These promises, although they 
had no weight or cficct in inducing the men to engage, 
ought to Imve been fulfilled, though at the time they were 
made no one could suppose it probable we should take 
stores or baggage from the enemy, who had six men to our 
one then in Jersey. 

^ At the close of his speech, the general required all 
who agreed to remain to poise their firelocks. The pois- 
ing commenced by M>me of each platoon, and was followed 
by the whole line. Our regiment (Lippitt's) having been 
at first a State, and not what was called a Continental, 
wa# enlisted for a year from the eighteenth of January. 
Of course, wo had legally to ser\e eighteen days longer. 
But this was not known to the other troops, and probably 
not to general Mifilin himseW: But it made no diflcrence, 
we all poised with the rest. 

** From the misfortunes and losses of the preceding cam- 
paign, the army was deficient in baggage wagons, and 
from the difliculty of transporting what we had across the 
icy Delaware, we had, by order of the general, left our 
tents at Bristol. From the celerity and uncertainty of our 
movements, we could have no quarters raorc comfortable 
than the frozen ground covered with snow aflbrded. 

Through this day, (Dec 81st,) the weather was mild, 
and it began to thaw. In the evening we were paraded 
and ordered to march. None of us knew whero wo were 
bound. We only perceived we were going westward, and 
at daylight in the morning wo found ourselves at Trenton, 
whkh wo had left two days before From the badness of 
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tbe road, the darkileM of the night, and Accidents to the 
artilleiy cairiages, or the falling of a lionci Sce^ we thus 
consumed the whole niglit in the march. We quartered 
in the liouses occupied bj the Hessians the week before. 
We had kindled our fires, got on our kettles, and were 
oollecting from our knapsacks or pockets, a straj remnant 
of bread or tainted pork, when the drums beat to arms. 
Hungry, tired and sleep/, we swallowed our half cooked 
f)od, placed the camp kettles in the wagons, and leaTing 
the comfort of houses which we had not latcljr enjoyed, 
formed the line for marching. 

*'It is not the praetice of commanders of armies to in- 
form their men of the reason of their orders or movements. 
The soldier's dutj is to obej. But in our case this was 
not hard, as we had entire confidence in our commandcr>in- 
chicf, Washington, and knew that ho never gave anj or* 
ders but such as were right, and that was suflicient. It 
appeared ailerwards, that he had received intelligence that 
Lord Comwallis witli ten thousand men were on their 
march to attack us. As the force of the enemy was more 
than double that of ours, crossing the Delaware, were it 
possible, to avoid them, would seem to have been best, but 
I suppose for want of boats sufiicient and the obstructions 
of the ice in the river, this was not practicable. 

** It appears that the wisdom and fortitude of the gene* 
lal determined him, if possible, to maintain his foothold in 
Jersey* Oar troops were posted on the soutli side of a 
lirook or small river, which crosses the town near the south 
end, and enters the Delaware ; a continuation of tlie main 
street crossed this little river over a stone bridge. It was 
evidently the purpose of General Washington, to induce 
Comwallis to approach and enter the town, at the north 
end. For this purpose, a company of artillery and a pick* 
ei were placed on the road leading from Princeton, who 
were attacked by the advance of the British. Our brigade 
waa ordered to eross the bridge and march through the 



mam to^ street, to cover the retreat of the artillerv and 
picket, into and through tlic north end of the town. Thi< 
was toward, the close of (ho clay. Wc mot them, an.l 
opened our ranks to let them pass though. We tlien clos- 
ed m a compact and rather solid column, as (he street 
. through H^Mch we were to retreat to the bridge was nar- 
i^jw, and the BritUh pressed closely on our rear. Pa^f 
the enemy pressed hito a street, between the main street • 
and the Delaware, and fired into our right fiank, at every 
space between the houses. When what was now ourfronf 
arnved near the bridge we were to pass, and where thJ 

street, the Bnt.«h made a quick advance in an oblique di- 
rection to cut us off from the bridge. In this they did not 
succeed a, we had a shorter distance in a direct line to 
the bndge than thoy had, and our artillery, which was 
l>osted on the south side of the brook, between the brid^re 
and iho Delaware, phiyed into the front and flank of their 
column, which induced them to fall back. The bridge was 
narrow, and our platoons in passing it ^rere crowded into 
a dense and solid moss, in the rear of which, the enemy 
were making their best eflbrts. The noble horse of Gen 
l^aslnngton stood with his breast pressed close against the 
end of the west rail of the bridge, and the firm, composed, 
and miyestic countenance of the general inspired confidence 
and assurance m a moment so important and critical. In 
this passage across the bridge, it was my fortune to be 
next the west rad. and arriving at the eml of the bridge 
rail, I was pressed against the shoulder of the genemrs 
horse, and m contact with the generars boot. The horse 
atood as firm as the rider, and seemed to understand that 
he was not to quit his post and station, men I was about 
hdf way across the bridge, the general addressed himself 
to Col. Hitchcock, Uie commander of the brigade, directing 
h.m to march his men to i/^ai fdd, and form them imme- 
diately, or mstanUy, or as quick as possible! which of the 
7 
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lemu he lued, X am not ccrlain ; at llio stuuo lime extend- 
ing Lis knn and pointing to n little mcodov, at a tliort dig* 
tanec, on the loutb «i<lc of tlie creek or river, and l>cttTccn 
Ibe rood and tbo Delaware. Tliia order was promptly 
obeyed, and then wc advanced to tlio edge of Uio stream, 
lacing llio encmj, irlio soon found it prudent to fall bnck 
niulcr cover of tlio liouscs. What passed at the bridge 
while w« were forming ns directed, I of course did not wit- 
neu, but understood liint aa soon na our brigade bad pass- 
ed, the eonnon which bml been drawn o^ido, to leave ua a 
puMtgOj were again placed at tlio end ot the bridge and 
diAcbargcd into tbo front of ibe enemjr's column, wliieb woa 
■jTmncing lowardi it ; at tlio aamo time Bcvcrnl pieces 
placed at tlie right and hit of the bridge, nitli musketry at 
the intervals, look them parllj' in flank. Tbc; did not 
SDCcecd in tbcir attempt to cn»a the bridge, and although 
tbe ereck woa fordoblo bcln-ecn the bridge and tbo Dela- 
ware, ibef declined attempting a pas«ngo there, in the face 
of lliose who presented a more aerioua obstruction tluin 
die water. 

" Night ckwcd upon us, ond the weather, which biut 
been mild and pleasant through the day, become intensely 
COkL On one hour, yea, on forty minutca, commencing at 
lL« moment when the British troops Urst saw the bridge 
.and tntk betbro tfiem, dcpendcci the oU-imponani, tb* 
alMMOtUng qnetlkm, whether we should bo independent 
Statci, or eonqucrcd rebels I Had the nrmy of ComwallU 
within that apMa bare crossed tbo bridgo, or Jbrdcd Iba 
enek, snlcM a miracle interroDed, ihcro would havo been 
•■ end of tbe American anny. If anj fcrrcnt mind sltould 
doabt llaiti it must be from bis not knowing the atate of 
Mir fev half-elarred, half-froicn, feeble, worn out men, 
wilb «U finrling jdcec* for mnakcls, and half of them with- 
oat bajooeta, and the States m> diahcartmicd, discoumgcd, 
or poor, that they aent no reinforcements, no recruits to 
■wmppfy Ibe places of this handful of men, who, but the day 



OF JOnif nOWLAWD. , 7, 

before had volunteered ,0 remnin with their Tcncrotodan. 
beloved commander, for lliirty dnya more 
JCornwalli, w., ,b„Weas miMnken as' to o,.r numbcn 

?rom wT * """ '""'"«'" ""■'* ~b>ycondudec 
from Washmgton crossing from Pennsylvania into J.noy, 
after he had carr.ed off hi. Ifessian prisoners, and contest' 
.n^ ino wbole linliMh power in ihnt Sinic, that l,c lu.d full 
confidence .n hi. re«,urecs. The common report ««1 
statcmcH .OS a-neo been, ,hat Comwalli. m a consultation 
Held w.ih b.s prmcipnl nlllccr*, determined not to allock 
our Imc. un.il the next morning, in cxpec.mlon of pr«po^ 
«l- to surrender by M'oHhington. H«, this U ,ol pLabh>, 
hough the attnek ..» p„sip.ncd. W.en d^yligl, „ppe.^ 
cd the next morn,.,g, ,bey did net see the AmeHcnn wnti. 
ncis at the end of Ihc bridge, and Komc of .ho oHlcera vcn- 
. tured to pa„ over. Th.y eouM ace no enemy. Ti.er 
«.« the fires Mill burning which we h,.d l.over.d over the 
eveumg before, but .e were not there. The nnca.ion 
»n.h Con.«„lh, „„., ,,i, „m„„ ^„,_ „.,,^^ .^ Washington'. 
Army? Hnvc they crossed .ho DHnwaro? No. mc« 
ircre the boms? I[„ve ihey gone .oulh <o IJonlenio^n. 
or pone en-.l to.rard. l-rinecton or Ifrunswiek? None 
could tell. They «cre In su.pcnae .ill aunri.e, «hon they 
I'cnnl .he cannon nt I'rinecton. They then took their 
course in tlmt direction. 
"Our march tlmt night from T.x,nto„ ,0 Princeton U 

have been cut through the wocU, a, ,lio stub were left 
r«,m two to live ineh,.s high. ^Yo moved slowly oTJe- 

when onlcred forward ngah.. one, Iwoor three n.en in each 

A platoon next m rear advancing on them, they, in walk- 
.ng or m,e.np,:ng .0 move, would s.riko a .tub and fall. 
Cornwall.^ had left ,wo or threo regiments with a 
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Tiura1»or of bn;r;^nj;c \ra;ron«» at Princeton, when lie mnrched 

hL< main Ixxlj the day before to Trenton. These troops, 

not knowing the approach of Wa5hin;;ton, were on the 

nmrch towards Trenton. Wo met them a mile or two 

we9t of Princeton college. Tliey were first encountered 

hj general Merecr, with liin advanced body of Pennsylvania 

▼olontecn; but be being mortally wounded, fell from hi* 

hoi^e and his party retreated. We, of the main body, 

continued to advance, when the British lin<^ wa^ soon 

broken. They ran in dilferent directions, but a bwly of 

them retreated to the college yanl behind a breastwork, 

and when we liad approached within fiHy or sixty feet, an 

ofliocr came through a sally port, with a white handkerchief 

^ tlie point of his sword. General Sullivan rode u]> to 

Um, and we were onlere<l to halt. There were about two 

bttndrid and fifty in this party which surrendered, and as ^ 

Buutjr as fifty more brought in by detachments, so that we 

^^ Princeton with ovor three hnndrctl prisoner*, ami a 

a^'n^ of British baggage wagons loade<l with riietr camp 

^Qipoge. Our proceedings at Princeton are matters of 

Msiory, except one eireumstance, and that is, that the com- 

'"^AtHlcr-in-ebwf took the commander of our brigade by the 

'■s^tWl, after the actWrn, expressing his high approbation of 

'^^ comluct and tlmt of (lie troops he commanded, and 

^"islicd him to communicate his tliauks to his ofliccrs and 



•• Wc left Princeton about noon, and we afterwanls un- 

^cr»Coofl that the advanced guanl of Comwnllis from Tren- 

*^M^ nrrivod at I^neeton about lialf an iiour after our rear 

^ it. Oar course was eastward, and Comwallis natu* 

^X supposing we were bound to Bnmswick, where was 

IRa^nd IIowe*0 bead quarters, pushed on the same road 

sAer OS till we arrived at a cross road bearing north to- 

irti^is Somerset, which we pursued. I lo did not choosn to 

fcflcnr Its, Uot kept on his way to Brunswick. We con- 

^^nti oar maidi tOl 11 o'doek at night, when we arrived 
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at Somerset court house, in wliicli our prisoners were 
lodged. It will be remembered that this was our third 
euccesdive night of marcliing ; firi*t from Crosswicks to 
Trenton ; second from Trenton to Princeton ; third to Som- 
erset court house ; and underarms or marching the whole 
of the two preceding days. There were barely houses 
suflicient for the quarters of the generals and their attend- 
ants. TIic troops bivouaced for the rest of the night on 
the frozen ground. All the fences and every thing that 
would burn, wenj piled in different heaps and burnt, and 
ho wa^ the most fortunate who could get nigh enough to 
smell the fire or smoke* 

•• The next day the severity of the weather abated, and 
we removed a few miles and took up our quarters in a 
large piece of woodland, where we rested through the day 
, and the night following. Here we built our fires among 
the trees, having, as before mentionctl, left our tents in 
Pennsylvania. Our regiment was particularly destitute ^ 
for our quartermaster, when we made our fires the nisht 
we left Trenton, went with the wagons containing our 
camp kettles and axes, to the side of an orchard at some 
distance, and did not know that the army had gone till 
towards morning, when the discovery was made by one of* 
his quarter guanl. lie supposed it most probable we were 
marching towanls Bordcntown, and directed the wagons 
to take that course, so that wo were deprived of these- 
necessary articles till we had arrived at iVIorristown, a 
week after. ^ly conjecture was, that Mr. Brown with his 
quarter guard and wagons, had fallen into the hands of the 
enemy ; and as my little Im)x containing my extra shirt 
and stockings was in the otncers wagon, I never expected 
to hear from them again till their capture should be an- 
nounced.in the otficial letter of General Howe, and pub- 
lished in the London Gazette I But the terror which 
struck the generals of the enemy, by the sudden move-^ 
ments of General Washington, induced them to withdraw^ 
T 
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Jhcir forces to Uic neighborhood of New York for safety, 
wluch left the way open for our Irnggnge to join us, as 

above. 

« AlwMl the thinl day nftcr our arrival at Morristown, 
colonel Daniel Ilitclicock, who commanded the five regi- 
ments composing our brignilv, died from the exposures and 
raffcring^ he had experienced in this dreadful campaign. 
He was a vciy accomplished gentleman and a fine ofliccr. 
few of tlie generals exceeded or equalled him in talents. 
lie was educated at Yale. Some liours before his death, 
when unable to lioM a pen, he requested an ofllcer and the 
physician to write as his will, that he gave one half of hit 
property to his only brother, and the other half to the Be- 
nevolent Congregational Society in rrovidencc. This 
Ibey wrote ami signed in his presence, and it was confinn- 
ed by tlic Court of Probate. 

" Our brigade, after our arrival at Morristown, was di- 
Tidcd, ami marched in ditrerent detachments towaitU tlie 
enemy's lines. Tart of our regiment was quartered for a 
abort time at Clmtlmm, and the foraging parties of the en- 
emy were kept in c\ic»'k by our patrols ami piqueU. Tiio 
enlistments for tlie service of three years or during the 
war, now began. A few of our men enlisted, and a body 
ef two montlis men arrived from Massadiusetts to supply 
Ike place of tliose who would not engage again. In Feb- 
riMfj, captain I>exter*s company wei-e di^cliargcd at Cliat- 
liani. I sliouldered my pack, and in comiiany with oih- 
era travelled on to Peekskill, where we crossed tlic Ildd- 
eon by tlie same ferry we had crossed on our march west- 
^TM^ under general Lee. Our paper money wages, forty 
eUllings per month, was never paid fully, and we received 

■oChing to bear our expenses home. 

*< Some had to lie^ their Urcail 
Thoagh realnii their valor Mved/' 

« At Peekskill, we crowded intoahirge old public house 

in the Tilhigei wheit we met a party of tlie Blassacliusetto 

going on, and diirty or forty of oar diselmrged men 



bound home. Hero wc found J. J. Hazard, from Rhode 
Ishmd, with a quantity of ^iiocs sent on by the State to 
funii^h the bare footed soldiers. I was so fortunate, by 
the aid of captain Dexter, m to receive a pair, my old 
ones which 1 liad purchased of the dutch woman in Jer- 
sey, not being in travelling oi-der. 

•• It was now dark, and none could depart before morn- 
ing. The hou^c was so full that every floor must have 
been covered during the night. I was taken sick, but 
found a nook in the corner iipar the kitchen fire, where, 
after vomiting severely, I reinniiicd throiigli the night. — 
For those who were well, there was no foo<l hero to bo 
Imd. A fever had eoinineiiccd, and I was little able to 
move, but captain Loring Peek, of our regiment, finding 
my t>itu;aion, told me to take courage, and he would go 
with me, and if iK>:*^lble get nie into better quarters. I 
was now relieved of my gnn, cartridge box and canteen, 
which I left here, and slinging my knapsack and blanket, 
by the aid of the friendly ca|itaiii, wc set ufl'. Vic travel- 
led slowly, and adcr sevenil stoi>s reached a house at about 
five miles, where he pursuaded the family to take me in 
for n few days, with the assurance that I had money 
enough to pay them for my board. Here I remained 
twenty-one days, and so far recovered us to be able to 
travel. I walked ten miles the first day, and the second, 
sixteen. The ground was thickly covered with snow all 
the way. 

^ The stale of the road, the houses and the jicople, ap« 
penred through tlio State of New York, to bo a century 
behind Connecticut and New Jersey ; but when I arrived 
at the Connecticut line there was a visible alteration for 
the better. I had not slept on a bed since I left New])ort, 
iL*xcept when I was sick, when I lay on asack filled with Imy. 
I did not ask for one on my way home, but felt well accom- 
modated to wrap myself in my blanket with my knapsack 
for a pillow, and my feet before tlio kitchen fire. The * 
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last night d mj journcj, I arrived at Eaton's, in Plain* 
fieU, twenty-nine miles from Providence. 

^ Karly next morning I began mj walk for ProvidcneOi 
where I arrived early in the evening. This was the long- 
est walk in one daj which I had made since I led New 
Jersey. I had moved slowly before this day, tliough my 
strength increased as I procccdc^l. Wlicn I came to a 
town of any considerable note or size in* Connecticut, I 
iras in no hurry to [mss through it, and had I written down 
ny observations, I believe I could have given as good an 
aooonnt as many book travellers have since done. I felt 
particolar interest in the town of Danbury, which I knew 
had been the chkf scat of Sandimaninniiim, and the phico 
where the foander of tliat sect finished his course. I had 
heard him preach in Mr. Upham*s meeting hou.<e in New* 
port, when I was a small boy, and before his vi^it there, I 
had beard our minister, Mr. Vinal, in his sermon style him 
*• that Rabshaker Sandiman." So when I liad walked 
thitMigh the principal street, I inquired the way to the bu* 
lying phice to find his tomb. It was covered by a fine 
.rble slab or tabk. Wlien I had read the inscription, 
and tired as I was, I sat on the side of it, calling up 
Vm form and appearance. Tiio school vacations were 
^arsday and Saturday aAcmoons, ami Tliursdny nAcr- 
moon he obtained permission to prcacli in Mr. Upham's 
pulpiL I remembered that my mother, pcriinps with a 
^kw to be rid of the noise of the boys about the house, 
Md us that the great Mr. Sandiman was to preach that af.. 
'^tnoon, and we might go and hear him. Wo called some 
^Uh^ boys, and took our scats in the side gallery, looking 
into the pulpit. When Mr. Sandiman entered, ho 
the green velvet cushion on which Mr. Upham rest^ 
liis elbows in prayer, and placed it on the bench and 
OB it. He performed tlie servico over the board on 
^Wh he laid the bible. His dress was an iron grey suit, 
a kiie white wig^ such as thm then usually worn by 
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ministers and other public men. He spoke with a Scotch 
dialect. Those who wish to know wherein he differed 
from others in doctrine, I would refer to Ilnnnnh Adams. 

*• This town (Danbury) was in the course of tlie war, 
burnt by general Tryon and a British army, and our gen- 
eral Wooslcr, who attacked them on their retreat, was 
mortally wounded. The burning of towns and villages is 
one of the greatest calamities attending war. 

** On my arrival in Providence, my first effort at im- 
provement was to eradicate the last stages of the Scotch 
distemper, the ground itch. This infected the whole army, 
and from the soKlicrs had spread through the country. I 
do not recollect that cither the historians or physicians of 
Scotland account for the prevalence of this disorder among 
them, but my conjecture ii«, that as most of the cottages 
there have no other floors than the ground, on which, with 
a little covering of heather they sleep, it is thus commun- 
icated, as was the ca."*e in our army while we slept in tents 
or in the open air, though it may be communicated by per- 
sonal contact."* 

Tlio fourteen montlis thus spent by young How- 
land in the nnny, were perhaps the most critical of 
the whole revolutionary period. Success or fail- 
ure in that campaign, involved tho success or ruin 
of tho American cause ; and it is not claiming too 
much for tho triumphs at Trenton and Princeton to 
say, they insured to the united colonics the bless- 
ings of civil freedom. It is not easy, at this dis. 
tance of time, to estimate the diflicultics and pri- 
vations to which the army was then subjected.-— 
But when wo read of " men without clothes to cov- 
cr their nakedness, without blankets to lie on, 
without shoes, for want of which their marches 
might bo traced by tho blood from their foci, and al* 
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most u often Titbont prorisioos u iritli them,"* 
aome idea may be formed of tiioir character. For- 
erer honored be the nomoa of those vho nnmarmnr* 
Inglj endned them. 



CHAPTER IT. 



On hii Tctnrn to Providence, youof^ Howland 
foimd the aspect of the town greatly cUangcil. — 
** The year 1176," he soys, " was mostly employ- 
ed in priTatcering, and many vbom I had left in 
poor eirannistances irere now rich men. The 
vbaiTCB vero crowded witli largo ships from Ja- 
auica and other islands, loaded with rich products, 
and on the arriral of tho British army at Newport 
in December, most of the contents of tliese prizes 
had been carted out of town and lodged in bams, 
mnder apprchonsion of a vist from them. Sir Hen- 
ry Clinton and admiral Parker in thoir tetters to 
Lord George (Jornuin, excuse tlioir not extending 
their progress np to Providence only on account 
of the lateness of tlie season ; but I^ker adds, 
he had completely blocked np ' that nest of pi- 
rates.*" 

« SfMkt* liA oT WuhlnfftoB, page 38L 
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Mr. Davenport, who had divided the patronise 
of tlio town with llr. Gladding, was induced by Uio 
success of otlicrs, to throw up his buainosa and ca- 
gage in privateering. His shop was taken l)y Mr. 
C, and with it all tho customers, embracing the 
principal elderly gentlemen of the place. To these 
were added many conntry traders who camo to 
Providence to purchase prize goods, and tho offi- 
cers in command of troops quartered in the town. 
This increase of business gave full emploj-ment to 
hotli master and apprentice, and rendered tho re- 
turn of tho latter a matter of considerable impor- 
tance. 

On entering once more Mr. Cladding's employ, 
yonng Howland supposed he had quitted the army 
forever. The experience, so frcsli in his memory, 
liad converted the poetry of war into exceedingly 
sober prose, and having discharged Iiis duty to his 
country, he was entirely disposed to a quieter and 
less hazardous course of life than the profession of 
arms could ensure. Yet his was not the spirit to 
resist an appeal to patriotism when danger thrca^ 
cned defenceless homes, or tlio safety of tho com- 
munity demanded active exertion ; and wo find 
him, therefore, in September, 1777, engaged in tho 
secret expedition against Bhode Island. Of that 
onterprizo ho gives tho following account: 

"It was a cnu«o of vexation to the Now England Slates, 
that tho enemy should keep possession of Ebodo ZslanO, 
with three or four tliousond men, for n part of the force 
with which they first landed tlicro had withdrawn. It was 
Ihereforo delcnuuied to form on cxpeJilion against them. 
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ABonBfflf niiKortcn Ibouiuuid militiAwiu collected from 
tliif t and the neighboring StalCf>, about the Aral of October. 
ThU force wma asMmblod at TiTCrion. General Gordon, 
of Coimecliciit, commanded tho militia of (liat State ; I<ot- 
dflhatofMassacbuscltf I and auijor general S))cncGr, iho 
whtd^ Jabes Bowcn mu colonel, and Anu» Atwcll licu- 
teoant colonel of our Frovtdeneo regiment of militia. On 
tlii* lervice it was tho intenlion of (he General to keep 
•ur designi Mcrcl from the enemy till wo iliould be Inndcd 
OB the uland. For tlii« purpose the boat* in whicli we 
we to cnu, mored in the night, with mufUcd oars, to 
(he point from wbicli we were to embark. Two or ihroo 
of oar Proridcoco companica were quartered a few dajrs 
mt the Iu;ge boose on the Aquatic farm, not far from IIow* 
land's ferrj, when one morning we were paraded and ad- 
dressed hj an ofliccr, who said (tro hundred Tolunlccrs 
were wanted, to form tlio advance guard, lo Grst land on 
Ae island, and lo be commanded by colonel Topluun. 

<* Those who offered were to advance in front of the line. 
I reflected a moment, that if I was to be killed, or wounded, 
artokenprisoperln the expedition,! had rather this should 
lake place in the front tlian in the rear of thoarmj. I 
llwn adTanced to tlie front, and olfercd myself os one of 
IIm odranea goard. A few otlion folkiwcd mo from the 
FroTideDce boys, and from the other troops tho number 
was soon made up. "We were tlicn mordied down lo Lit- 
tle Compton, where we could not bo seen from the island. 
Here we remuncd a number of days, perhaps eight or ten. 
There was too much delay. It was said tho general was 
waiti^ far more men lo arrire. We were very impatient, 
bat at lost we were, after dark, marched down lo the wo- 
tm Mt, vbere the bay was brood, and crowded into lb« 
Irt boUoa bnUa, wb«n we wt with our muekets between 
owkMM. TIwwlndUevftplOfthflwnTMauHfl tonb- 
lii|in&qB lheooMn,«adwaMt Ibiu UU midnlglil. X 
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wlonci Piwk, llio ih^utnnt general, to go nnd order the 
officer of tbo gtinrd to rclitn'C liim from liis pwl, and re* 
f|iic»it Lim (o repair to llio Sinic IIoiifc. Hr, Snylcs ne- 
cordingl/ altcmledi anH llic bonnl firocccdcd to biirincu. 
It WAS M tingular n cnw na pcr1iii[n crcr took plncc in a 
regalarlf erguiizcd mililnrjr ftf^tcm, lliat a prirnte coldicr, 
<M duijr u a ecntincl nt i be general's gnlc, should bo siim- 
sooned u one of a eourt lo 117 liia commander for neglect 
cfdnlj. Tbis liigb commissioned court lind pomc nbic 
men in it Trooi the other Stale*. Hicj cxiunincd ihc cir* 
cnnutances in ihcirMsvcrnl pnrt^.nnd (innlly mnile a ronnd- 
aboot report, rather orqnitling the general from blnnic or 
censure. General S[>ci)ccr tome time after resigned bis 
commission, and retired lo ciril life. Tic ^ub^equcnlly 
represented Connecticut in Congress. SulliTnn sneeecdcd 
bin in llie command in this department. lie was a shotry 
parade olTiccr, ami vhcn lie served under the immediate 
command of General Wnsliington bchnred well, and ex- 
ecuted liis orders with sinrit. Here bo practiced a severe 
disei|>line in Iho arniy. 

"This year (1777,) Sir Henry Clinton kft RlHMle Is- 
land, under the command of general Prcscotl, ns Lord 
Percy had also retired from tlie commnnil as well as from 
all mililary service, and gone lo England. Tlioiigh de- 
Mcnded from llio family of tlint name so celebrated in the 
wars of Ibe Scottish border, and in the siory of Chevy 
Cbacc, he possessed a mild and peaceful character. Ho 
disliked tbo service here, and his courteous trentmcnt of 
Ibecitixcnsof Newport drew from ihcm, on his departure, 
a eonplimenlary address, which may bo seen in Ibe Lon- 
don Magaxine of that year. Tbo names of the signcn nro 
gmitled Ibere, and • list of them, could they bo found, 
would be worth • journey (o Newport. Preseoll, who now 
bad tbo oommand, was a poor crealnrc, fit only lo lyranize 
erer and obnn tho inhabitants. I*igot, also supenuiuatcd, 
was tbe aecond in command. Gcocral Frcseolt, in the 
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summer season, lodged in the hou^e then belonging lo 
Jolm Ovcrin-, four or five miles north of ij.a (own, on tlic 
west road, which nos of easy access from ibe Motcr on timl 
«.do of the isL-md. In July, 1 777, colonel llarlon, under Iho 
cover of night, cmlwrked wirh il.irly or forty men from 
flnr«-.ck. It. boats «Jlb jmiOM onn., iamlcd n.,d pawed 

across the fields <o the bouse, «l,id parly surro..n.lcj. 

hcvemi of them cnlci-«l, <ii..I gui.kd l,y „ „(.„„, who l.ad * 
hcen a .ervaat iu the family, |utM;cedc-d .0 Ibe chamber 
in which the general siq.t, Harloti "nvc him but a 
short lime to put on hi. clothe.. Son,e''of l.i. j^rmeuls 
;JK-y gmhcred up fi.r him to ,..,t „„ „t .l.^ waters' side. 
Tbcy also look lieutenant n.-.rri.,;.,o». the gnK-ral's aid, 
and inndcl ibcin .afc at Warwick Xwk. Col. Barton 
scut nn cxprc's to general Si)cn<icr, at I'rovi.lcncp wiiji n 
rc.|.icn for a coach to be ,Ii.-,«,icI„..I In ronv<^^y bim a.-l 
bw |.r.«,nen, (0 bc.-id .[uarler- Th.m.as Sabin. «iih M* 
coach, set off will, coloud It„bcrt Elbot, lo rr.civc llio 
general and il.c eoloncL They were landed af the hou-e 
of Samuel Chare, li.^. I. „... neeo.sary for the general 
nml 111* aid lo lie ,>ut in beilcr Iriui befoi-c iliey were i.rc- 
ecnled to geucral S,.cnecr. I ua^ ,cnt for lo drew the 
gcncrars head, lie wa. a small, feeble ol.l n,an, but hU 
a..l, ll.-in-.nglon, was a l.and.o.ne you..;, man. They were 
dressed >n their unifon.is. The ,u:,k Mo.ks then worn 
«ere .x-mp.! of fine ea.nbnr, wi.h „ m,.,. wb.Vb buck- 
e.1 a lJ.e W-k of ll,e neck. IVIa,. M.e a:.l moo.1 bcfo™ 
he gla.s adjuM„.g hi, .1.:,, c„lb„ ^„, „^[,, ,., „,^,.,, „,^ 
lo l-n the Mo.k. A. I wn. dob.g ,bi,, I ,„i.|, . |,„,.„ ,.„„ 
no stock buckle, sir?' He r,-,.bed n„ickly. 'no: a-.il a 
gemleu.a.i i„ ,be house has just loaned n,e ibis slock, for 
by <.-. we came away ia a d- hurry.' P^scolt was' 
soiuc Mine after cxcl.auge,! for gc.eml I^r, ,vl.o wa. lafccn 
tbovrmter before in New J.r.-cy, a..d r..l..rncd to New- 
port, to Ibe great joy of ihe inbabilnnls. The year l"-? 
wasanevenlful j.criod in the bi,t.,ryof M.e rcvoh.uo... and 
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uni over Tor bridge, to Clirislopher Olnejr's, wLo kept dio 
public liousc in Olnc^rille, where lie dined. The villngo 
wu filled with (lie iillo and curious from town, to sec a 
mnn wlio lind modu bucIi a noi«c in tlio worliL I did not 
go out to paj liim lo mucli konor. Adcr dinner, ho en- 
tered tlio carriage agnin, and with his escort drove to Paw- 
tuxct, wlicra a packet boat was wailing Tor them. The 
principal II ri Lisb oRicer received them on landing, and con- 
ducted (he general to head tiUartcra. Our mtyor Tn-MM 
was a noble looking oflicor, nnd was treated with poIitO' 
atlenlion. Tlie next Haj he inquired for a hardwnrc-sHopr 
OS lie wished to purchase n pair of silver spurs. ^Miilb- 
making the purcho-ie, a Driti^ili oRlccr entered the shop, 
and aildrcasing llio otTi^r who accompanied Trcscot, said,. 
' do tlie Americans want spurring?' The m^jor, turning 
partly round to him, said, 'u>k general Burgoyne, sir, I 
understand lie is in town.' When the British army had 
possession of New York, many of the olliccrs risilcd ioi 
the fiunilies of thu citixens. A lady in one of tiio families,, 
(a true American,) bad in licr hand on American news- 
paper, which she luinded to on olTiccr to read. lie found' 
in it llio names of several of our generals, omong others 
Howe, of North Carolina, and Clinton of New Yorit. Tho 
offlcer sold lo the Udy, 'so I poreeivo you have a IIowo- 
end a Clinton In your army.' Yot. replied Ibc lady, bub 
you have no Washinglon In youn. Tills proud, triumplw- 
ant reply the gentleman did nol think pro|)Or lo dispute. 

" Glover's brigade, and several companies of artillery,, 
after the capture of Ilurgoyne, wero stationed in Provi- 
dence, with old gcncFol Stark's and goneml Arnold's^— 
Glovei^s quarters, a part of the lime, were in tho bouse of 
Bicliard Jackson, and Arnold's in the boaio west of the- 
bridge, owned by Nathaniel Greene, wbich was after> 
wards bought by Got. William Jones. Arnold, tbou^ 
he bad been onoxf the best fighting generals in the army^ 
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In 1777 was developed what is known as ** Con- 
way's eabal." It was a combination of generals 
Conway, Gates, and others, to disparage and un- 
dermine the reputation of General Washington. 
^ The first aim of the cabal was, no doubt, to dis- 
gust Washington and cause him to resign. It is 
probable, that Gatcs*s immediate coadjutors in tho 
army looked to him as tho successor, and that 
Gates flattered himself with this illusive dream.'** 
This conspiracy was not confined to the disaflccted 
in the army. It found favor with several members 
of Congress, though not, perhaps, wholly for tho 
reasons that influenced the former. 

With the main facts in relation to this hostilo 
movement, and with the ctirrcnt opinions of tho 
day concerning it, young Ilowland was familiar, 
and tho indignation awakened by such an attempt 
upon his revered commander, may readily bo con- 
ceived. In relation to this subject ho speaks as 
follows : 

*' Among the members of Congress whom Gates hoped 
to win over, was William Eilery, of Rliodc Inland, one of 
tho signers of tlie declaration of independence. But ho 

^Sparks' IM of Washtawtoo, I: 974. 
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tho aonojruiee be felt I obscncd that bo Kreral timet 
endeavored to nltrftct tho general's attention, ibat be night 
tign Uini to Bilcoce, but witliout aucceu. Thi*, oa may be 
■upposed, opened my enra itill wider, to coteb evcrj word. 
I soon didCOTOrcd that Wiwliington nnd liii removal from 
oflicc wiu tlic tlicmc, a discovery conflrmeU in my mind, 
when Gates said to Adams, " wliat the devil is the mattery 
with Ellery ? I tbouglit wo eould depend on him." To 
tliis, nnd otitcr remarks, Adams answered only as before 
with a h-n-m and a scowl. Having eompleteal my worii, 
I returned to tho shop with diminished respeet for Gates, 
nad Ihinking more of Washington tlinn over, ill, Adams, 
it wa« then understood, was Tarorablo to Gates's scheme, 
though I do not know tliat lie was active In prosecuting it. 
IIo was afraid, tt was said, lltat Woshington wouki become 
too [Nipnlar, and abuse the power with wbicb he was in* 
tniiiud t a rear lliat liii wliola Jifu proved to bo unfoundoiL 

" Hiimucl Adorns woi & hearty {mtriot, uul did mitch to - 
break tlie chains of lyranny. His great power lay In ag- 
itation, and in arousing the peoplo to the resistance of op* 
prcssion \ but Ito luul not much of tlte conservative wis- 
dom of Itis cousin John. IIo understood well enough how 
to miiio ft storm, hut not n> well Itow to calm it. I ro< 
mcmhcr, seme years after I sot up businnss, Iiearing Don- 
iol I^wrcnce ask governor Hopkins, in my sitop, wiiich of 
tlie Adams's lie considered tho greatest. To this the gov- 
ernor replied, " Jolm Adams is tlio greatest man in the 
country lo build up a government, and Samuel Adams la 
the strongest man to pull one down." 

" In 1 77$, n Frcncli fleet arrived and anchored between 
Block Island and Bcnvcr tail, and an expedlthm was foim- 
ed by Sullivan against the enemy on Rliodo Island, who 
were now blockaded by sofc All (be oontinentol and State 
troops were assembled at Tiverton, nnd one half ef tba 
militia were likewise under enlcrs, with a division from 
Mossocliusctts, commanded by John Ilancocki who waa 
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not a military man, but had been pursuadcd by his native 
State to accept a militia commission to raise the depressed 
BpiriU of the pcoplo to greater exertions. It is a singular 
dicamttanee, that on this expedition the commissions of 
Snllintt and Greene were issued and signed by John 
Ilaneoek, as president of Congress, and lliat Hancock 
aerred under them as a subordinate officer of the militia. 
« Tlie enemy abandoned the north and cast part of the is- 
land, intending only to defend the town of Newport, which 
tlMj stnmgly fortified, while Sullivan dchiyed his prcpa- 
latioos. Our army at length hindcd on tlic island, and ad- 
Taoced towards the town. Greene as second in rank, 
eoBimanded the right wing, and the Marquis I^fayctto the 
left. Cokmel Laurens, Talbot, and miyor Henry, com- 
manded the advance, near the line of the enemy. It was 
■oi doubted that the Briti8h would propose terms of sur- 
leader, whieh probably dehiyed the storming their works •, 
bat • there is a Providence whidi shapes our ends, rough 
hew Ibem as we will* On the night of the 1 1th of Au- 
gagi^ a gale and storm came on, more severe tlmn any for 
many years before. The day before the gale, the British 
fleet from New York appeared off the harbor of New. 
port, and the French fleet, which was snugly anchored in 
the harbor, got under way and went out to attack them. 
The British were inferior in force and fled to sea, tho 
Fiendi ckise aAer tliem. The gale then began ; the ships 
^were separated in the night, and several of them dismast- 
ed. The English, with tlieir crippled ones, made for New 
"Tofk ; some of the French arrived in ]k>ston. Our mil- 
fltift were soaked in the storm, their guns and powder wet, 
«Dd the tenU bk>wn down. Half of them were ordered 
^o narek Astlie first division was not to leave tho 
(fomid tin the second arrived to take their places, ten or 
Uwdve days mtervened, in which all tlie men, from sixteen 
to sixty, were under arms or from liome, the women and 
ddUron havfaig to do all the out door work. It was my 



fortune to belong to the second division, which went to re- 
lieve tho.^c who had guffcrcd in the storm. Tlie dispersion 
of the French fleet 1<;(Y the harbor of Newport open for 
tho enemy to rcinforco the garrison, which they did, both 
with men and stores. This rendered the surrender hope- 
less, and about twenty days aAer our division had arrived 
on the debatable ground, the campaign ended, by our be- 
ing ordered to leave the island, crossing at IIowland*s fer- 
ry. If Sullivan, when at tlio head of flvo thousand men, 
luid landed on the island, the enemy would havo been de- 
feated, and another English army captured ; but he delayed 
for troops to join tlicm till the town was fortified. 

^ In 1779, when the British and Hessian troops were in 
posse^^sion of Itliodc liiiland, a large body passed in boats 
from thence to ^Varren, where they burnt several houses 
besides the meeting house, then retreated down tho road 
and through Bristol to the ferry, where their shipping cov- 
ered their retreat. In their way through the town, the 
American loyalists who were with them, set fire to Gov. 
Bradford's house, which was the best then in town, and 
several others, together with the Congregational and the 
Episcopal churches. 

^ The fact so cruelly verified in the war between the houses 
of York and Lancaster many centuries ago, in tho hind of 
Our fathers, has been witnessed in every civil war since, 
and shows to what a degree civil commotion will exasper- 
ate and cnflamc tho contending parties. In tho wholo 
courso of our revolutionary struggle, those of our own 
Americans who had joined the enemy, were our most bitter 
enemies. 

*' A number of the best landed estates in tho colony were 
sequestered and eventually confiscated, by a simple resolu- 
tion of the General Assembly, without any judgment of a 
court. The cause assigned was, that the owners of them 
had joined tlie enemy, though most of them never took up 
arms. Some of them were in England before the war 
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MnnBOKcd, and othen on th« evKCDatkm of BoHlon by Ibe 
Briliili troopi went wilh Uiem to IlalUkx, mnd from tliCDca 
HDed for England, where they never uaumcd a miliUrjr 
diameter, or in any way acted agotntt ibii couniry. The 
•wner of the large ettato in Hvcrlon, near Ilowland'a 
ttnj, loat that valoablo property bccaufe ho rciiilcd in 
En^nil. The Uonnt Hope farm shared Un mudo fate, 
tor the Mme roaMn, and bccaoM (be Stale wa> poor and 
wanted noa9j> It was flrst assigned to a number of olll* 
cen of tbe «imy to whom tlio State was indebted, and 
Aey transferred it to Gov. Dradford. Tlic largtwt estate 
CenAflCated by Rhode Island was Ibo Faint Judith farm, 
vlucb belonged to the Sewell family, who at llie time re- 
aided in England. The Dcblms bouse, on North llain 
street, Proridenee, was set off to several ofllocn in pay- 
BMnt of their claims. 

" I always eonsidered Iho soiture of the estiUcs of Cob 
Joseph Wanton to bo peculiarly nt^ust lie bad been 
nnilbraally friendly to the best interests (^tlio country, 
and his inflnence with bis father, governor Wanton, and 
the other judges of tbe high commissioned court, in the 
case of tbe Gaspee, was supposed to have caused ibot tri> 
banal to break up and dissolve, without convicting any of 
d in her destruction. TIio apology for llie 
e of bis estate was, that while the UriliRb army bad 
D of Bbode Island, Frcscolt formed tlio cJticcns 

e to bear arms into a regiment, lo mount guard during 
IIm ai|^L Tltis they were compelled to do, or be consid- 
md febels, which in fact and feoUngs moat of them really 
were. CvL Wanton was appointed to command them. 
He eonld not refuse, without abidmg tbe penally, as be 
w»» wholly in their power. This being his situalion, and 
Inairing tlie Tiadielive temper of the sons of liberty against 
these who lo any way appeared to join tbe enemy, he, 
when tbe British evacuated the town, sailed with them lo 
Kew To^ doabtless in ezpeotatioa of returning when his 
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bng to ,.!ec,ve b.m. H«d he not left be would Imvrbren 

^''•"^'•r or r».c» .h<,y „„ „„ i. ,uJ, „"^2 
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offered tlic first prayer II« !««,- 1 , 
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n.nuto„„, „ „,„ „;„ J""" '""""'''" ™ "'« «»ly 
em off Iho .klH. .f .. '^'^"^ '"" "mpcllnl lo 

milted lo fL.?! • "°°"''' "" """fo" "»™- 

of our ..po,te„ b.f.„ Ita „„,„,o^ 0. M„lo„M. 
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•ams to (he house of Haley & Hopkins, in Londony whidi 
could not he remitted during the eight ycora war. Bj the 
treaty of peacoy all dchts due hj cither party hcfore the 
war were now recovcrahle. Tlie house of Haley Ac Hop- 
kins was one of the largest exporting houses in London, 
and most of the indchtedness of ProTidence was to tlmt 
firm. Doth had deceased, and miulam Haley, who was 
sister of John Wilkes, the Lord Mayor of London, came 
orer to coHed the dchts due here. On her arrival great 
court was paid to her. She soon found the money was 
not ready ; therefore she hought a house and settled down 
with her clerk, to wait for the moring of the waters. She 
was inriccd, on one occasion, to a grand ball at Hacker's 
Hall, and as she did not dance, she took a sent with the 
ladies at a card table, in the drawing room. She phiced a 
guinea on the table a^ tlie stake. Tlie ladies looked at 
her with surprise. Tiiey had none to match it, and per- 
haps il was the first time some of them had ever seen one. 
A pause followed, which was at length explained. Tliey 
were not accustomed to play for money, but only for 
amusement This the old lady could liardly understand, 
but she wished to conform to the customs of the country. 
English people are not in the habit of telling tlicir age, 
but from her appearance she was between seventy and 
eiglity ; yet her capacity for business was not impaired. It 
was said she eventually collected all that was duo her, 
which was honorable to lier creditors, who had passed 
though a distressing and disastrous revolution, in which so 
many thousands had perished. She removed to Boston, 
where she married her agent, a Scotchman, who aflcr he 
bad obtained possession of all her vast property, sent her 
to England with a shameful pittance for her support. 

"The paper money- emitted by Congress to carry on 
tbe war, by the beginning of the year 1777, began to de- 
preeiafo^ aaid coutinucd to fall in value till it ceased to pass 
mm tMntucj. As the money depredated, tbe price of 
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ioZoHuT^^^^ T. '" "^"'"^' ^^^"- Still, the ma. 

wicked .peculator. T propcrtj for ,ale as 

pit « ene'^^eto L> c^ !;,r ^'"''^ '""^ ''"« ''"•- 
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"IrecolJectlhatlcallcdi.. at Peter TavW. i « . 
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Stock for to make up another batch of hats, and found tliot 
at four hundred dollon he couM only replace the stock, 
without allowmg anything for his work ; but as ho had 
agreed with me for Uie price, he should charge me no 
moie. I told liim I did not wish to have the hat less than 
its present value, and asked him what it now ought to be. 
He said aboiH four hundred and fiHy dolhirs ; which I 
readily paid him, and told him 1 was glad I Iwd called to- 
day, for if I had waited until to-morrow, it might have 
been five himdrcd dollars ! Some time afterward, I pur- 
chased a French cocked beaver hat, for five hundred dul- 



The roost absurd opinion which possessed the minds 
of the people generally, was, that the price of all goods 
and hibor should be fixed by law, and their infatuation so 
ior prevailed, tliot it was enocted in several of the Stales. 
The Stale Mill, as it was called, passeil by our General 
Assembly, was published in a book form, in which the price 
of every article whidi every member of the House could 
tUnk of, was fixed. Tliis was designed to render the paper 
bills equal to silver dolhirs. I do not now remember the 
penalty annexed, for a violation of this act. 

•« Tlie shipping of specie to Euroix;, to pay for the vast 
amount of goods imported, rendered the people in this 
country unable to pay the debts tliry had contracted with 
each other. This raised a rebellion in Massachusetts. By 
the means of county conventions, the courts were not per- 
mitted to lioM their sessions. Mobs collected around the 
court houses, and prevented the judges from entering. The 
militia were called to aid the sherifl'«, but they gencraUy 
joined the insurgents. Daniel Shays raised an army of 
two or three thousand men, in the counties of Worcester 
smd Berkshire, and governor Bowdoin raised another to 
quell the insurrection, commanded by general Lincoln*— 
Shays attacked the arrooiy at Springfield. The cannon 
vcre dischoqsod, seven or eight of Slmys' party killed, and 
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the rest dispersed. Shays fled toScanada. During these 
transactions in Massachusetts, our State partook of the 
same exeitcmcnt. But here, as our election was near, it 
was determined to turn out those who had carried us suc- 
cessfully through the war of the revolution, and place 
others in their room who were opposed to the payment of 
debts. This took place at the May election. Tlio govern- 
or, lieutenant governor, senate, and all ofliccni were 
changed. A large batch of paper money was emitted, and 
made a lawful tender. If a creditor, when offered the pa- 
per money, refused to take it and cancel the debt, the 
debtor had only to dcposite the hills in the State treasury, 
and the debt was declared void. This was done in many 
instances. But another ditficulty arose. The pa|>er money 
party, as they were called, who wanted to purchase goods 
from the shops, could not induce the shop-keepers to trade 
To remedy this, the Assembly passed an act that any per- 
son who had articles of any description to sell, and refused 
to take the paper money at par, should pay a fine of one 
hundred pounds. The person offering the paper was to- 
state the refusal to a judge of the court, who had au- 
thority to decide without jurj', and order the penalty paid.. 
On the passage of this, which was called the penal law,, 
all the shops in town were shut up. The market house 
was closed. The country people brought nothing in to- 
sell, though they were all paper money men. They came 
in to buy, but found nothing to sell. Paper money would 
not purchase a dinner. People dodged out of the way 
when a debtor appeared in sight, for fear of a tender oC 
paper to cancel the debt. One day, three or four of us,, 
neighbors, were standing in front of Elisha Brown's shop] 
when all the shops were closed. Judge Thompson, who 
lived opposite, came out and asked Brown why ho kept 
his shop shut ? He wanted to go in for some necessary 
things. Mr. Brown replied, that as the law stood ha dare • 
9* 
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:.. it ^ou - n«. do for him to sell for paper 
„ot open .t. l*;^""* ,,i ^i„. i,, „nd if l.c re- 

aligned the ncx* * j ,^^ ^^^^ 

Wfca. U« .!«. "•»«' •i:„^«;'^':l„n. felt «. Inter- 
ft.ll. for ereiy »«. " '"" " *S en««geH Mr. Bourne 

f .defend M. <«'«•'"* ^^E«tU.o end of the. 
pl^iMWr. TI«J'^8«»~^'*»f.'*tll In behalf of 

^ - ►>."*»'-j;:XrMr. STrT^I*' .bout an 

^iS^'hi HW^-nt went .hle«7 .gainst .he 

„ Md » Wf. » W •JP' contended that no man 

'".'* ^w .««. thnt erefT bill of right, in tng- 
• ^ S« ^redTl« right of .ueh iriJ , 
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be enforced. Tlic counsel for thcvomplninant, contended 
tli.it tlie power of tlie General Assembly was unlimited by 
the cliartcr, or any declaration of rights) established herC| 
ScCf See. When the attorncya had cexiscd, the judge arose* 
lie saidi the lienor and dignity of the State must not be 
violated. The laws muat be respected. Tlie character 
of the State required it. If the people thought the laws 
were not good, they liad the power, at the next electioD^ 
to put in other men to alter them. In the present case, a 
great deal had been said about constitutions and bills of 
rights, and other things ; the court will take time to con- 
sider. Adjourn the court io next Monday, three o'clock 
in the aficmoon. Tlius ended tlic* first scii«ion. The next 
Monday, before three o'clock, the house was again crowded* 
At the hour oppointed the jud;;e took his scat, and the 
lawyers went through their arguments, repeating what 
they had snid before, and m much more m could be found 
to bi*ar on the subject. When they had exhausted tliem« 
selves, the judge again nro-^Cyand reftcated nearly the same 
wonls which he had delivered the Monday before, and 
concluded by flaying, ' The court will take time to con« 
sider. Adjourn the court till next Monday, three o'clock 
in the nfcruoon.* Thus ended the second session. The 
next ^londny, at three o'clock, we were nil there again 
except the judge. We kept our seats till four o'clocki 
when the paper money folks requested the shcrifTto go to 
the house of the judge and ask him to come, if he could 
find him, m perhaps he had forgotten the lime. In about 
on hour the shcrifT returned, and rcjiorted that he had 
been to the judge's house, and on inquiring for him the 
negro woman made this luminous reply ; ' Our cow run 
away this morning, and wo don't know where she is, and 
master has gone to Tockwotten to look for her, ond if ho 
finds her he will drive her homo before dark to be milk« 
ed.' As there was no clerk to this court, I ventured to 
proclaim, ' this court is oiyoumed without day/ and wo 
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all departed. Thus c'* A the great and important ca^c 
of tlic jack-knife. It was decided by judge Thompson's 
wbilc-foccd cow, in her session at ToekwoUen, that the 
fmrnl law wm aneoDsUtutionaL Tlio shops and market 
««re BO hmger elosod. The paper money passed with 
ikoca who cbose to take it, at five for one, and it was event- 
■allj amk bj an aet of Assembly in paying tlio State tax 
§IL ooe iilTer doUar in lieu of fifteen in paper. 

" In 1797, the yellow fever broke •lui in the south pari 
of the town. It began on tlie 12th of August. Its first 
▼ictims were tbe family of Mr. James Arnold, the town 
treasurer. Kr. Arnold, his wife, and son JoMsph, died in 
three days, and a senrant girl two days after. Thus the 
vhole of the family perished in less than one week after 
the Icrer fint appeared. Others in the neighborliood fol* 
lowod m a lew days. About one hundred and fifty in the 
wholes died. But few of tlie number infected recoTcred. 
Many of the inhabitants fied from that |iart of the town, 
sum! escaped the infection. Our lio^pital was built whilo 
the ferer was raging* and the sick removed to it. It was 
SI remarkable fact, tlmt tlie disease coukl not be communi- 
cated froBB one person to another. It existed only in the 
atmosphere at the south end of the town, and was taken no 
vbere else; and as tiuvbarrels burnt niglit and day in 
the street, or any change of tlie wind lunl no eflcet on tlio 
coolagioB, fove coiyeetured tliat it arose from the ground. 
IVIiea the same disease vinited Phikidelphia, two or three 
jcmfi befi»re k eame here, the questkm was agitated wlicth- . 
€r it was of loeal origin, or imported from the West In* 
diet. AUo essays were written by able physicians and 
otlMTS^ om both sidks of tbe questkm, but no sulficicnt 
piwif eimld be brought to support either of the positions. 
A qeestioe arose, which was debated by the physkians, of 
impofftanee to the afilicted, vis.: the best metliod of 
Doctor Bash, of celebrated talents, practised copious 
Meadfaig m tbe mfy reasedy. Oiliers opposed Uceding, 
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nnd used Lntliin'^flml hont ♦^ • i 

wa8 founJ till „,e ft^t " „ •'J'°™"«""» «"<! no euro 

T..cfovcri„ vi^zz::'r^i:rr'T'^ 

7cnw before, Iwd carried «ffT .. " ""^ ^'"''"' » '*«" 
sent fix.^ j>r,rulonco for J.et^^,l!f I'T"^/'^''^ »- 

i«g females. ' ^ '^'^batcd «moog iho •uir«,. 
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L. th. preceding cb.plor,Mr. Ho,l.nd. rocol- 
toeUoM .Jr. broush. dow. in nnbrokcn nnrrnU« 
tol commencement or ft. P""" '""'"'^^ J" 
M, retnm to pnrlieuUr. wUicl. conld not ftorc K. 
eoaTniienUjr introdnccd. . 

^ri^5 completed ti. term of .erv co wtt. Mr. 
OUddiK, I., commenced bcinc on lu. o». «■ 
«,„r H. opened hi. .hop on North M.m .Ire t, 
tZ^c rcMence of governor B»-="; •"•-?; 
»M»tl,kno-m .. the Mnnntatnrcr.' Hotel. Bj 
STldriee of .CTCr*! of the lolling cituen., 1 
X^rThighor tariff of price, than had U>U.orto 
^rltomarr. Thi. Bav. to hi, .hop a .ome- 
Xt ^ ehL«=ter, «.d it .oon became U.e re. 
lirt oTfte prominent and in».e.tialpom»»«'°f 
!^ *idc of opinion, a. Wl a. of the profe.- 

3r~r again opened to him, on a broader and 

S^^hui .tor. of political informafon, and 
Z^^m k" kno-ledg. of the character, and 
oidnloM of the principal men of the time.. 

Pri^r to 1188, .hei hU p-itor, B... Dr. tttoh- 
Jf™ llectid . member of th. P™""!'';"'' 
t^ij tor th. abolitio. of Slavery, that .abject 
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liad ongagcd Mr. Howland'a dolibcrato tbonght. 
Tbo cxiatcnco of the Albican Blaro trade, lio con- 
sidered a bitter reproach to cUriatiaa civilization, 
and tbo net of Congress branding and treating it 
OS piracy, received his unquali&ed approbation. 
Boru while domestic slavery was yet in cxiatcnco 
at tbo north, he hod scon it under its moat favoro* 
blc aspects, vilhout becoming a convert to its 
principles ; and its abolition by the New England 
States, he ever regarded as one of tho brightest 
pages in their history. This form of servitude, 
vborcvcr existing, lio deemed a degradation of 
labor, and therefore a positive evil to tbo State. 
The discussion pending tho admission of Missouri 
into the union he watched with patriotic anxiety, 
and with the national faith pledged to the compro- 
mise as a finality, its violation or repeal ho classed 
with the wildcat improbabilities. Yet he lived to 
mourn over that improbability, as a dishonorable 
historic fact. While, in his judgment, tho consti- 
tution guaranteed to each stato tho right to rcga* 
late its local institutions, it did not authorize ono 
to force them temporarily or otherwise on another. 
Ho maintained that if it was constitutional for ono 
member of the union to cstablisli slavery within its 
territory, it was not a violation of that instrument 
for anothor to ordain that slavery should not exist 
within its borders — that if, under the eonstttution, 
a soatbern State hod a right to imprison and soU 
into slavery a free colored or black man from tho 
north, a northern State had an equal right to enact 
that DO colored or block man should bo held in 
bondage on her soil. Each Stato was authorized, 
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within prescribed limitS; to manage its own afTairs 
without molestation ; and their mutual intercourse 
iBTolTing slavcrj on tho ono hand, and freedom on 
tho other, if not sottlod by mntoal laws, miut bo 
hj ocynitj. lie had no oonfidonco in disunion as 
a remodj for tho eril whieh, at different pcriodsi 
had thrown tho eoontry into angrj and aorimonions 
excitement. Ho belicTcdy that if these mutual 
rights wore calmly considered and thoroughly nn 
derstoodi by the great body of freemen, an impor- 
tant step towards • tho removal of a national re- 
proach would be gained. For tho final extinction 
of slarory, he relied mainly on taking it from the 
political arena, and penrading it with the moral 
inflaenees of Christianity. HowcTcr his views may 
have differed from others, on both sides of tho 
question, he censured no one for declining to adopt 
them ; and while they carried with them no pre* 
tension to novelty, they possessed tho merit of 
having been carefully formed and uniformly main- 
tained. 

Tho following incident, which occurred not 
long after he left the army, illustrates his early 
ibeling for tho slave, as well as the prevalent idea 
of the rights of the master. At the. commence- 
aient of the revolution. Providence contained a 
little more than three hundred blacks and colored 
people. A regiment from this class was formed in 
Bhode Island, which ranked among the most effi- 
doat troops in tho continental service. Among 
tho Uack population of the town, was a slave 
mamod Qnaeo. From among all his white acquaint- 
aaoe^ ho selected ICr. Howlaad as the confidant of 
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ociu niastci. A good home and a position of 

ncror had occasion or desire to complain Still 
ho wa. not quite happ^. flo knew that he t^ » 

ttnlV; ,^^^'-»''<l »« the fluctuations on,rt 
tunc, hable to pass into other hands. The Imeri. 
2 7;olut.on had broken a sealed fountar"; 

ttSitn i^r Tdixtrr ^^ ^^^- 

wa, natural and la;:* ^iLrilrrt; 

was not «„ T - ^ treatment as a slave 

was not an equivalent for personal libertv Bi. 
..des, example was contagious. Ever/dlysom; 
fclow bondman, under sanction of law enl sted 
.nto the continental service as a p ei" L' 

i: ?c3: dX'u^aT !r '^ '^^^- 
ir^Sd, a^w^iiLTtj .r ^^° '^''' ^^ 

or savin, hii .asr SL't^rrj^ tt a 
good servant, ho hit upon an expedient ffis tst 

h:TZZ1 V"""'" "^"^ '-» cnUstrng.":"!' 
have been m the. army," he said, "and know all 

groat You have been brought up in a warm shon 
and cannot endure the sevSritj of the wSt^tt 
camp nor the fatigue of active service Uyo^^ 
"to the armj, you wUI cither be kflled inCtk 
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or sicken and die. If yon want yonr freedom, I 
can pat jon in a better way of obtaining it tlian by 
enlisting." 

Ho then directed him to let his master see him 
frequently conversing with the enlisted negroes, 
and when qnestioncd, to stato frankly his desire 
and design. This ho thought due from the servant 
to the master. Ho believed that such a course 
would preserve the master's good will, and lead to 
a satisfactory compromise. ** Your master/' said 
he, ^ seeing yon bent on becoming a soldier, rather 
than have you leave him now, will most likely tell 
yon that if you will servo him faithfully three 
years longer, he will set yon free. If ho makes 
such an oflbr, you must accept it, and bo true to 
your agreement" ^ Ah," said Quaco, ^ dat is jist 
it Dat is better dan 'list in do army and got kill* 
ni do jus what yon say, massa Ilowland." 

The result proved as anticipated. For several 
days Quaco improved his opportunities to converse 
with the new recruits. His master observed him, 
and inquired the reason. Quaco explained. Ho 
wanted to be a iree man, and was going into tho 
:army to become one. Tho law was on his side, 
and his master, finding him fixed in his purpose, 
proposed tho foreseen compromise. ** Remain with 
me three years, the time you must servo in the 
army, and I will giro you your firoodom." This 
was bettor for the slave than the perils of war, and 
the terms were joyfully accepted. Quaco served 
tlie three years with great fidelity, and obtained 
the long coveted boon. Subsequently, his late 

Iter built him a imall house, which he oeoupied 
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nn I h.s dcccaso, grateful to his friend for wise 

• Tu ts i U^^ manumission had been crowned, 
but^st.11 happier m tho consciousness of legal man- 

January 28tl, 1788, Mr. Ilowland was married 
to Mary, daughter of John and Elizabeth Car e 

i-ist Of r ""^ ''"^>""*" ^^-^'^''•n- The 

whl 1 1 ''" ""^^ ^^'"''^'^ children, eiHit of 
whom died under the a^c of three years ^ Mr / 
Howland, by temperament and harm nyof ta e 

publirnrl *' ''7'"'''"- ^''^ '^''y '"-de a 
pubic profession of rchVJoa i,y „,i,j^/^^j^,^ ^ 

vivacity to heTZvel jl '"'f '?"^d P'^^^ P^ve 
1845 Jiu ° goodness, and May 28tli 

ofonto;ingthoTro.thl^^^ 

of God." *' romalnoth for Uio pooplo 

a MO guordionship of a younger brother, a 
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duty that was discliargcd with moro than fraternal 
solicitude ; and no word of counsel or encourage- 
mcut was wanting to ensure the success of one so 
tenderly loved. In a letter to his ward, under 
date March 26, 1788, bo says, ''In the course of 
roar observations, sinco you have been abroad in 
the world, I dare say you have remarked this ono 
thing, that temperance and sobriety with the other 
moral virtues, are the jewels a man ought never 
to part with. And as persons are very apt to 
adopt the manners and habits of those with whom 
they associate, how careful ought a man to be, es. 
pecially a young man, what company ho keeps. 
You will pardon me for these hints, when you re. 
fleet that your reputation is dearer to me than 
your life, and that both are bound up together with 
my own happiness.*' And again, in reference to 
his Cuturc prospects, he writes, ''good morals, 
good nature, a disposition to prudence, together 
with industry and perseverance, will in time make 
a man respectable in almost uny place.*' 

A man of Mr. Ilowland's general knowledge and 
capabilities, could not long remain in obscurity. 
Ho was known and appreciated by the leading 
minds among his townsmen, and hence we early 
find him called into positions that required the full 
exercise of his powers. His connexion and influ- 
ence with a largo and increasing body of mechan* 
ics, rendered him a peculiarly suitable person to 
take an active part in measures interesting to the 
community. He never thrust himself offensively 
before his fellow citizens and hindered Uie advance 
of others ; but he was ready, when called upon, to 



Bharo my labor, hovrcvcr onerous. Ho was 
often put forward against his inclination. Tlic 
secret of his success in winning confidence and ac 
comphshing ends, lay in the fact that he always 
made a careful study of the subject to be presented 
to the consideration of a popular assembly, and 
had as carefully devised the means to be employed 
at the moment of need. His power had its soiree 

to what ho was equal, and, what is less common, 
he knew to what he was unequal. The one he wa^ 
always ready to attempt; the other he left to- 
those of better education and greater ability "* 

Many of the most in.portant acts at town meet, 
mgs were passed through his instrumentality, andi 
often in the face of strong opposition. On such, 
occasions, ho showed himself an adroit tactician 
as the passage of the school appropriation, men'' 
tioncd in another chapter of this work, shows : 
and It seldom occurred that a measure of impon 
tanco to the interests of the town, failed for want 
of prc^onsideration or well concerted action. In 
a long scries of years, his name is associated with, 
committees for widening strccte, ascertaining orig. 
inal lines and boundaries, devising better methods 
for the support of the poor, sanitary inspection,. 
*c^ trusts that were discharged with promptness 
and fidelity. 

In 1803, he was appointed town auditor, havinir 
several years boforo declined a similar appoint- 

* Or. Hidl't DiwMne. 
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ment Tho dnties of this office, more important 
than 18 commonly supposed, wcro discharged until 
1818, when he was elected town treasurer. He 
continued to bo annually re-elected until tho or* 
ganization of the city goremment in 1 832, when 
be declined being considered a candidate, and de- 
voted tho remainder of his active years to other 
duties. These repeated elections to an oflTice of 
great responsibility, were tho best eridences that 
could be offered of the public confidence, and at 
the same time were an honorable tribute to his 
probity* 

During the official period of twenty-nine years, 
llr Howland had witnessed with becoming pride 
tho growth and prosperity of his adopted home. 
Commerce had extended her enterprise, manufoc* 
tares had laid a broad foundation for future sue- 
ccssy the mecbanie arts had flourished, literature 
and sdeDce bad multiplied their friends, religious 
and educational Institutions bad steadily inoreased, 
to meet progrossire wants, and a town of four 
thousand inhabitants had expanded, in 1 850, to a 
city of forty-six thousand, richly endowed with all 
the elements of material, intellectual and spiritual 
prosperity. 

The active business of life did not impair bis 
desire for self-culture, nor stand in the way of his 
« progress. The fire kindled in childhood, while 
reading the narrations of the bible, or derouring 
Pilgrim's Progress, burned with an intensity in ri- 
per years, that his avocations and tlio cares of a 
rimg family could not quench. A book was kept 
MMtaaUy at hand, and every leisure moment^ not 
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dorotcd to wnting. was occupied with study. Tho 
old Prondonco librarj, of which ho waa Bcvcii? 
years aa officer^ and of which also ho w^otoa 
bncf history, afforded him means for menS im 
pro^^ment that wero eagerly embraced ^Lt 
J^^tufon, founded about 1 754, and merged ii the 
Provdenco Athen^um in 1836, contaln^ed neai 
mn hundred volumes, mostly work, that accorded 
with tho .ohd cast of his mind. All these ho read 

rich ad? "Z^"''*" <»^"o-.*nd fromtho'r 
rich and raned contents, obtained an intimato 
Wledge of history and a familiar ac^^^^^Z 

incoiogy. To this opportunity so dilirrcntlr i« 
proved, .ere added such advantage, as" co fd bo* 
gained from private libraries, and books odion 

^rkc, wero among lus studies, and when tho Be- 
flections on tho French Revolution, by tl.o Jatt^ 
•ppcarod from tho American pro.-, hi. Interest fn 

fo JJoston the first copy brought to ProrMMw 
Tin. Jio^loanod to President Maxcy, and to htt 

the'l^o'Jtif ur S'*'''';; ^^'« '^^' "P ^ 

«f w . Jicsidcs the Htandard work« 

2.tedt7' "'' "/"" "•' '^^'«'-' which Zu 
wtcd his more substantial readinn- hn lr««f i • V, 

w'^ press. A few years bcforn h^a a^ 
««• k" .igh. M.d « J ho ,„ ."..'"at 
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Icr 40., 1851. Will, Ho M of . P»™'M '« l"" 
„I„ccdcd m rc«li»g two cW'cr. in Iho NoJ 
^^.tmonl-, but ft. cirort ^a, too f..iB..i..S to «a. 
„i.Trop tiUon. Thi. ,., a doprivat.on of oo 
r inarj Iraetcr ■, cultin„ l.i™ oil, a, .t M, f om 
Lak alood rorfaLre time, to l.»r But tlio 
Waf^as gre't'y ■""'^">' "'' "'" .■""", ° d 
to declining day., -i "■«'"=""""""""■«'" °' 
■^rnowland oar,, c^l.iWtod a fondno.. ^r a. 

J i» rive detailed infornmlion. From B«di a 
.1 r^miliei The eonlnbuuonj in uin waj .uh 
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others, furnislied to authors, would form, if embod- 
ied, a largo and raluablo volume. The oGtimato in 
which liis knoivlcdgo was held, may bo inferred 
from the following letter addressed to him by tho 
lato lion. Tristam Burgcs : 

"^'ATCnE5[0KET FaR«, ) 

Scckonk, Dec. lOlb, 1649. / 
John ITowlasd, Esq. : 

My <lcnr sir, — Your lonR nciiuninlnncc wiih ProvidRnco, 
1)09 innUc you to knon nil llie men of llio Inst nnd present 
gcnci'AliDD, nnil your very Icnncious memory renders your 
miml n Blore-liou^c of tiumnn events mid nclions. I am 
desirous lo be pcrmilled to dmw on lliis sIorc-!iouso to 
oltlnin some reminiscences in rc-^pcct lo tlic men of former 
limes. My ncqiininlnnco will) Frovidcnco did nol, for nny 
auch purpose, really begin until lUc autumn ofA.D. 1776, 
For liiougli I hnd resided in tlic town more than tlirco 
yetirs nt ihnt time, yet my rC'iiilcnce ivos nt llic college ; 
nor was I in llio street more llian once a ircck, and then 
on tlic Sabbnlli ; so iliat I knciv nothing llicn of llio men 
of lliosc times. My union with the family of IVcIcorae 
Arnold, niid my extreme aOeclion for those of that family 
Glill living, render mo Jciiiroiis lo write a sLort memoir of 
tlio life of thnt man, and I know of no gentlcmnn alive 
TvJio can furnish mo with so mnny facta concerning him as 
yourself. I pray you, tlicreforc, my ilcnr sir, to put down 
and communicate to mc, !a n letter, chronologically, what 
you can, without loo much iiiconvciiiencc, wrile concerning 
Mr. Arnold. You will iherehy confer a great fnror on 
the survivors of his family, and also on, my dear sir, 
Alost respectfully and truly 

Your friend and servant, 

TltlSTAM BURGES. 

To Mr. Ilowland, the antiquarian was always a 
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irelcome yUiior, and mtny acqaaintancci thui 
formed, ripened into pormanont fricndaUipa. Among 
fhoBO drawn to him by affinity of tastes, was Iho 
lato jadgo Ocorgo Tbacbcr, of Boston. In pro- 
puing a genealogy of tho Tliaclicr family, a liiatw 
occttrrod that the records and traditions of Massa- 
ebuetU would not fill, and in 1816 lio visited 
Bhode Island, with tho hope of ohUining tho ne- 
ocsiary materials. His uopubliihod diary contains 
a liTcly account of his journey, and of his first in- 
terview with Mr. Howlnnd, an event ever after 
held in pleasant rceoUcetion by both. After de- 
scribing his ride from Taunton to Newport, and 
tbonco to Bristol, where be wos introduced to 
jndgo John Howland, ho continues : 

" He eoaM give no no neeount of tlte Ant scUlcmont of 
tbeplKe,ororthe Jiib«« HowUnd I wm in purtuitof. 
now«T«r, after informing him of my winbcs uid Iwpci on 
the subjeel I w*i inqniring of lum about, lie wud ihens 
wu a John Ilowland, in Providence, wl»0 was a nun of 
Tut kaowlcdgo iq tlio antiquiliea of llio fir»t Bcttlcmcnt 
and fkniliei of ihe State, and if I wcro going ibitl.cr, ho 
had no doubt but I ahould gei from him all tlic infotma- 
tioa theio exbled on tbo general eubjcct i " for," eaid he, 
« when anybody in tUc»o qoarton wnnU to know anj-ihing 
traeeming tbeir anceslors, or the lint Ktllcment of llic 
Slate, tiiey always go and consoll him, and ho rarely foils 
Ml'wfyjng them on all subjoeU of inquiry." Tliis gave mo 
new hopes, and I concluded, agreeably to Mr. and Sirs. 
Davis* pievions inclinalioDS, to return lo Boston through 



"We reached that plaM just before night, and put up at 

llr, 'a, I harried down into town, and inquired 

for Ur. Howland, and was soon directed to his shop. I 
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entered, and inquired if friend Howland commanded here ? 
On which a well-dressed mnn arose, end salJ liis namo was 
Ilowliuid. I began to interrogate him if he tras a natire 
of Providence ? to which ho replied no ; lio wos bom in 
Newport, and come to this place at llio age of twelve. I 
aslccd the name of his father j he answered Joseph. Of 
Jiis grantlfothcr } he replied Joseph. Of his greolgrand- 
folhcr; lie snid JaboE, I then began to feel suro of get- 
ting (lie informnlion I hod so long been in pursuit of, and 
inquired if lio could tell who was his great-grand mot I lor, 
wife of his grcal-grandfathcr, Jabos Howland. Ho said 
her name was nciliynli or Ilcthya, but ho hnd not boon 
able to find who she was, what was her maiden name, or 
where sho camo from, though ho lind mnilc many imiuirics 
and rcsenrclics into all llic ancient records ho could hear 
of, that were likely lo solve his doubts. I then told him 
her name was Bclhya Thacher, who wos Iho daughter of 
Anthony Thnclicr, tho lirst of tlio name in tliis country, 
lie came from England with hii wife ElUabcth, whom 
tradition said ho married about sis weeks before he left 
that country, with four children by a former wife, and 
hinded at Newbury, in June or July, 1G35 ; and lliat soon 
aftor,- about the middle of August, he, with his family, and 
Others, to 11)0 amount of about twenty.threc, were cast 
away on an island off Iho shores of Capo Ann, as Ihey 
wcro sailing in a shallop to Slarblelieod, and every sold 
' perished but himself and wife. 

" By this time lie lutd finishod sliaving me, and I gave 
him my hand, assuring him it afforded me the greatest 
pleasure lo take by tho hand one of the descendants of 
Bothyn Thoehcr, and that wo stood in the rehuion of third 
cousins. Aftor some inquiry as to the sources of his in- 
formation, lea., I requested him to take what papers he 
had, that might throw light upon Ihe subject of our com- 
mon ancestors, if he had any, or of any of their desccnd- 
anU, and coll at my lodgings after he should have dosed 
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lis gliop in tbe evening, wkidi lio complied witli. I found 
lum a dear headed, well infiirmed nuuiy of very good hab- 
ita, and one who stood well in the estimation of the people 
of the town.** 

In his researches, Mr. Ilowland often lamented 
the recklessness with which the papers of iho early 
settlers of Rhodo Island had been destroyed. 
From a quantity thrown into the street, which ho 
gathered up and carried to his place of business, 
ho recovered several original letters of Roger Wil* 
liams ; and from the accumulations of more than a 
hundred years, in the hands of one who had hold 
important offices under the provincial and colonial 
governments, and which had found their way to tho 
paper maker's pulp vat, lie rescued one letter from 
general Nathaniel Greene, and tlircc or four from 
governors Lyndon and Ward. Every such loss ho 
felt to ho '' a break in tho order of nature," and an 
obscuration ** of events under a providential gov* 
emmont which produced and completed tho Ameri- 
can revolution." Ho believed, in the words of 
another, that " tho care which preserves tho mate- 
rials for a people's history, is characteristic only 
of advanced stages of civilization, and a high de- 
gree of social and intollectual culture; "* and iliat 
tho want of the times was some organized agency 
that would illustrate this truth. It was with uncom* 
mon satisfaction, therefore, that he hailed tho for- 
mation of tho Rhodo Island Historical Society, in 
1822, as the dawn of a brighter day for tho annal* 
ist and historian* 
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Though not one of tho framcrs of tho aocictr 
ho immcd.atoljr becamo a mombcr. At Ztli 

Turd Lr ?> .'" """' ^'»°'«" '^ -- P-' Wo 

but dochnod m faror of another. Subscqucntir 
1.0 waa choson treasurer, the duties of which offic^ 
ho d.seharged nino years. On tho retirement of 
govomor Jan.es Fenner from tho prosidenc,, L 

io!L «\r '''"** ^'"^ '""^^«»°'-- To the Ob. 
JOOU, of tho society he was faithfully devoted 

making frequent donations of books, pamphlets 2 

mnuscnpts to its cabinet. Among L LrUo^ 

cing tI.o ft-uits of extensive investigations which 
^orc read before the society. The Rov Sodet 
of Northern Antiquarians of Denmark, in 1835 
conferred on him the distinction of hono ary iem 
bcrsh.p With tho opinion of that learned bodr 
founded on elaborate research, that Rhode Island 
JOS v.8.ted by tho Northmen, before the discovery 

concurred ; but d.d not with them believe that the 

tur^Tv *'' '"'^'^ "^^°« "»•"' ^-^ attractive fea 
tue of Newport, afforded evidence of the fact. 
•Tho fact of antc-Colurabian discovcrv of n,.r nr.i^ 

mark Soccty. been established beyond con/^L!! 
pcrhap. have induced them .o girjuli c ' d^"^' T 

. p-.u.iy esusr x;,%:r :rr^i° »:- ' 

ft™«r ««««y. .0 tho .ociety at Copenh.ga,];S^ Z 

11 




1 ** — iiyij i p iy.y i ;i . i i>n i m4 i .n i n i p|w ii v f iiii ii fim ni. r 



122 



Llrl AKD BBOOLLBOTIOXI 



or /oav nowLAXD. 



•erend Uaditioai extant in Newport) relaUog to tliii 
building, together with tiie gIkum of the will of governor 
Benedict Arnold, which with ni hnve gcncnUly been 
•iteenied validt roipecttng the origin of thtU building. 
Tba ktten of Dr. Webb were Mcotnponicd with Ike ser- 
tnl dnfte of the seme b^ Cetherwood. The eomparison 
•f titcM with ruins still existing in Europe of ante-Col um- 
kian buildings, has, bowcTor, led the Dcnmnrk socictjr to 
aoBdode that its ago eorrespoodt with that of their ancient 
late. 

"One of tb« oiliest inhabilents of Newport, and who 
from early life ha* resided in the neighborhood of the 
bnildii^, infonns us that when Iho British annj were in 
fw ss e s sion of the inland, id tbo war of the rvrolution, thej 
removed the wooden roof, and all tbo large beams and 
flooring of the •econd sloiy of tlie building, and applied 
tbCB to the construction oTtlicir batteries. In this oi>on- 
tion, tbej throw dbwn screral feet of the slone woric of the 
walls, leaving them less connpicuous from the harbor t 
and the hollow places in the wall, in wliiclt originalljr 
rested the ends of ttie limbers that sustained the l1oar,con- 
flnu this slatemenL It appears that there was no elioico 
b Ibe nledion of tbo clones, as if it was designed to lay 
them in regular courses i for the pillars, as well as llie en- 
lira walls of the building, ara composed of stones of every 
■ice and shape, as they might have been collected or 
flowed from the ai^oining land." 

Li 1845, ft medal ciiiiacd to bo struolc in bonor or 
J. Fenoiinore Coopor, by twtnmodoro Jcaao D. 
Elliotti m* tniDBmittcd to tbo society by tUat . 
officer, through the Hon. John Quinoy Adams. On 
raeoinmeBdation of a committee, to vhom the snb- 
Jaot ms referred, and for roftiona personal to the 
nemory of commodore Oliver nasard Porry, the 
acceptance of the medal vos declined. This dccis- 
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ion the proBident was directed to communicate to 

Jfr. Adams, wul. a resolution of tl^nks to him 

for hw care and attention in the discharge of the 

trust committed to him," and the foIWing co^es! 

pODdcnco ensued: 8 '-"fft,. 

Hot t„„. r. '""»"■'"»««. ScpKnbcr !M, 1845. 

F.™,„,o™ Coop., E., „„„ ,„ ,i:S^°',^ 

you, 01 11,0 reqiicl of con,nioJoro Ellioll lo b. n™™.. , 
iu W. u»o ,. ,„o „i.«oo, .W^ofRL^ ^"^ 

or "ru Co. of ,1,0 ,oo,o,y, ., ,1,0 „„, „,^„ 
loon, , T""' °' "'" •^•"r »" 1'"^ b, ol 

«»».,»» p,„,oa b, ,„. 3, '.r ozr t;j" 

whioli ora hcronriih .nnoxoj. ' 

Il»™w, h i™™„ to you ,bo ™odoJ, .™l i„ ,h. „^"; 
^.r; '' 3"""'" "^-'•' f " '• "'"■» 'ho 3 ,0 

.tzx: "■"' """ ""^ """-"■■"• -f ■"• 

.Wl. I re».i„, Sir, ^ur l,„n,bl. „,, ob.'jrooUmLT 

JOIIX IIOWLAND, ' . 
FroiWont KloJo I.iood IlUioritol Sooi.l,. 
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QimiCT, MA88, MtU September, 1845. 
aoH, How..«o. E... ^— -" - ^J '^^'^ 

hooorof J. Ferniimore Cooper, Esq., etrucK oj 

iTje*- D.EUio«. whieh, ni '»\'^^]X2 
^. U>i .nu««l««l .o .be «7^^«-5^^yl^S:^: 
LUnd, M « pn»««t f"" '"•"• Enclosed wiiii y 
STtwo ci«e. of . re«»l».io« of the n»^o„c«^ ^-^^ 

of Rhode Wwd. «f»«»g «» «~»^« """... ^etW 
l«ting me to return it to commodore Ellwtt, together 

with one of the eopic. of Ums T«olutH,n. 

I dceline the office rcqaestcd of me bj be I Mon«a 

Society of RJwde htaml, «h1 Ik»M ibe m«W «nd tl.0 copy 
Sr^«ti<>«wbicl..beyrcaue.tmetotran.m.uooom. 

ldo« Elliott, to be dcUven^ to >nj V^^^^T,^! 
Tr^ by their di«cli«^ m.y ««tlM.ri« to reccye them. 
rS.1%7 of tHe re«A«tion of U.e «.ic.y .ntended 

fer BjMlf. ^^ „ obwlient servant, 

^"^'•^"^'^'"^'joIiTqUINCY ADAMS. 
In 1848, at the ago of nincty-ono years, fccUng, 
« be said, « the t«ual infirmitie. attending Una ad- 
^cd period," he tendered to the .oc.e^ h.s re- 
XltioJ! whi^h ira. not accepted. To h.. letter 
the following reply was returned : 

To Joo* IIovfcAJtDt Esq. o iftift 

lo -wiu. PnOTiDEHCE, October 3, 1848. 

T»^««rted Sir^Yoa were this day reelected president 
-^^Cie iS^ n»«<>'*»» Society by «nan moo. 
lii^ ^hJ^wTh «.nd you . tr.n««y f"" t'-JT 
;^rlir p^ceedings. at the request of the members. 

''•^UOMAS G HABTSHORN, 
' Secretary. 
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*' On tho rocomincntlation of tho committoo on nominations, to 
whom WM rcfeiTcd llic letter of Mr. IIowlniKl, dccHniiig a rc-<rlection 
to tho oflico of prc.«i<lent, It vrnn uiiAnimoii!(iy rotcil, thnt tho thanks 
Of the Roricty lio tendered to him for hin long anil faithrul ncr^'leei; 
and that he bo requested still to rontinuc in the ofH(*c, performing 
only such duties as he feels tho state of his health and his ago will 
pormlt." 

TliU dolicato compliment was sensibly approcia* 
tod by Mr. Ilowland, and he continued in oflfice to 
the close of his lifci making tho whole period of 
service twenty-one years. The last record of his 
presence at the society meetings, is January 15, 
1850. After that date he went abroad but little^ 
and the duties of the oITice were discharged by tho 
first vice president, Albert O. Crrcene, E.iq. Hon- 
orary meinbersliips were conferred upon Mr. How- 
land by the Georgia Historical Society, Essex His- 
torical Society, and the Xew England Genealogical 
Society. Of the old colony Pilgrim Society ho 
became a member at its formation, in 1820. Of his 
official correspondence, but little has been pre- 
served. A few letters are here appended, indica- 
tive of tho interest ho felt in institutions estab*- 
lislied to promote historic and scientific pursuits.- 

To THE SkCKKTARY OP THR EsSEX HISTORICAL SOCIB* 

TV, Salem. 

Providence, November 27, 1822. 

Dear Sir:— Having Bomc years ago received from the* 
family of deacon James Greene, the gloves of Governor 
Levcrctt, I wish you to receive and dei>03it them in the 
cabinet of the Essex Historical Society. l^Ir. Greene's 
mother was a Leveret t, antl the gloves had been preserved' 
in the family through several general ion9, who had lived 
in the stone house which was tho governor's mansion* 
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•^ ""^ ^ l^nTBcnml courts I imve »• 
aaoW of their idcnlitr. »»" .^ one ofW* «»c»««^ 

.»Ui«Md W tlie •ociotj, I Tcmnin 

CAt SOCIETT. .J jr„,, 1R43. 

.p,..c.l So«^;»;^f, r ;re;S...ion of U,e Uu. 
dcty to eoop«r«te '"^*'^ ^^^^, Um l«en b«l «- 

dir^tocwho l-« «P^-;, '^ ,,„ g^. ^ WgWy 
rf ^r -tent«u T^JJ,^ Amcri^n l»hilo«.pW«l 
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viewf and opomtionf, im the name of our society indicatoi, 
are nceoMarily limited to the dopartmciit of the antiqui* 
ties and history of tliis country, from the time of the first 
landing of the emigrants at Plymouth ; though we feci a 
deep interest in the progress and scientific influence of the 
numerous literary societies throughout tlic union. Tlie 
first volume of the historical committee of the Pliilosoplii- 
cal Society, which readied us some years sinccy contain* 
ing Mr. llcckewcldcr*s account of the Indians of the cast* 
cm and western regions, which compo-^e so large a portion 
of tlie United States, is most Tahmblc, as containing the 
traditions, as well m an authentic account of the manners 
and customs of these ancient inlinhitnnts of the forest. 
We have not m yet ascertained whether we shall ho able 
to send a delegation to join with you in the celebration, 
but pray you to accept our sentiments of high respect and 
regard. 

Yours, very sincerely, 

JOIIX IIOWLAND. 

To Brantz Mater, Esq., nALTiMORR:— 

Providf.ncr, April 2G, 1814. 

Dear Sir :— I duly received your highly pleasing notice ' 
tluit the State of Maryland had formed nn iri:»torical Soci* 
cty, of which you are the eorrcsfionding secretary, and 
delayed answering it for the pur|K>.<o of laying it before 
our own board of trustees at their earlic^^t meeting. But 
circumstances having delayeil that meeting, I cannot long- 
er delay to express the high satisfaction and pleasure with 
which we received this notice, and rejoice in the fa vora^ 
ble auspices of its progress. Had such a society existed 
at the close of the revolutionary war, itn records would 
have reflected high honour on the characters and names of 
many great and eminent men, who flouri!*Iied there during 
that eventful period of her history. Documents could 
tlion have been procurod which cannot now be found. It 
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H„peet »d regiinL ^^^^^ HOWLA^D, 

PrcUlcnt RlKHlc Island Historical Socictj. . 

«f tbc Georgia Historical hoc cij , ^^ 

<jeorRia «»*o"*''\°;;7^J„,„l to transcribe from 
«»t1.orUics to employ an a,cni ^^ 

-Ihc colonial P»P«" '" ?^"^'7,t wiU ever reflect 

ihe early history of lUc ^l^^;* J' ^ ^iU as 

-honor and distinction .<>"^J Jf^^fter lead 

on 11.0 SUte of O-rgja -d ma, c^^ ^^^^^^^^ 

S:eCpr;:ir tor ttlier t^eWe original 

filial regard, and «'«'«»" ,„ imparted a 

of U.C -'l^"^-" ;^,ir^ tor many year, ho 
Tigorons tone to hw <>▼" , ,0- 

Jifally collected such »«™;"*^^*; \^ ,,,, age 
cord, and traditions furnished. JJ«»«' .^ for 
of «»vonty.two, ho entered m » ^«^ P „ t,,,^ U 

the P-'l-r-r-tf mrdtgUer^aTd gUnd."!' 

s:.s^;r?rJcsr<>r«yia--"^- 
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scarclics, as a pledge of my affection, and as a 
stimulus for them to cnuilato the virtues and good 
namo of tlio honored individuals composing tho 
several generations from whom they have derived 
their descent Having been accustomed to con- 
template the divine precepts and commands in 
their most liberal and largest extent, I have never 
considered the command, " honor thy father and 
thy motlier," as limited to my immediate parents, 
but as extending as far back as we can trace tho an- 
cestry, should it even reach to the days of the 
court of the Star Chamber, or the fires of Smitli- 
field." 

The character of the Pilgrims commanded his pro- 
found veneration. Their patient forbearance with 
Lyford, whoso kind reception was rewarded with 
acts of base hypocrisy and treachery ; their readiness 
to indulge their minister Chauncey, in the practice 
of his peculiar notions of baptism; the sanctity 
with which they invested the Sabbath, and their 
scrupulous care for the manners and morals of ser*. 
vants and children ; the simplicity and unsectarian 
features of their church covenant, by which believ- 
ers united themselves " into one congi*egation or 
cliurch under the Lord Jesus Christ ;" the rejection 
of all creeds but the bible, and the maintenance of 
Congregationalism, united with the denial of all 
right of interference in matters of religious faith, 
entitled the colony, in his opinion, to pre-eminence 
OS a christian commonwealth. 

With these feelings, it was natural that of tho 
ancient towns in New England, out of his native 
State, Plymouth should be to him fraught with the 
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most interesting associations, and that the annual 
return of " Forefathers* day '* should have for him 
iho sacred jojrousncss of a '* Feast of the Tabcr* 
luudefl.'' And tliua it was. For the 

** Ueo who fimmed the tfrnntii' nkl, 
Men who bowed to none but God/' 

there was a largo place in his heart ; and the day 
tiiat commemorated the Mayflower compact, ho 
would make a jubilee. " It ought," he writes to a 
firiend, '^ to be ever remembered with joy by the 
descendants of the Pilgrims, with praise and 
thanksgiving to God, for his mercy in preser^'ing 
so many of them to fulfil his great design in the 
•ettlement of this land witli so faitliful a race of 
men." At three of these anniversaries ho was pre* 
sent, nis first visit to Plymouth for tliat purpose 
in December, 1803, he thus describes : 

" It was at the urgent request of judge Barnes, 
that I met him there. lie had frequently attended 
the courts in that place, and was acquainted with 
all the respectable citizens. To every gentleman 
to whom I was introduced by him, he informed 
them that I was a descendant of John Ilowland, 
who arrived in the Mayflower. This was to roe 
better than any letter of introduction, and by his 
meansi I became acquainted with all the old patri- 
arehs, and with many of the younger generation of 
that ancient town. In the afternoon of the 21st, 
we visited and drank tea with the family of Es* 
qnire Cotton, his near kinsman. On Forefathers' 
day, we attended worship in the old first church 
feuded in America. President Eirkland, of liar- 
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vard, delivered tl>c sermon. The deacon, jud<.o 
Spooncr, wl.o looked almost old enough to ha^o 
landed on the roek, read the paalu,, bcglLu^ wl 

Which God pcribmcd of old, 
ur which onr flithcn told." 

iitu^" Lrr ™"t TV" *• 

governor Bradford." rcsiaenco of 

IIo waa next present in 1820, a rear distin 

f..u^,^of „o... ,u, ..;"o°" '::;ris;h*° 

w™, no» a olM5,„ ,„ u,o ^^,, „, ' 

Ma jmtl/ dcscribod u «oori™.i ■•„ .•.,•..'' 

«««, .«U paU,oUc ^, cl,Z. 1 tioa '^Z 
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Of history, of pion. patriotism, and glowing cffn- 
dons of praise " 

- Of mw who fought for God, •iKl giro 

Homo for a dcfcrt f bore. 
WItb bearu too panoplied wd brmro 
To q««U bcncfttb lU roar. 

On thi. occasion, Sargent's picture of tbo landing 

ftted, of his " godly " progenitor. 

Accompanied by a daughter and nephew, he sub 

Itirch for and identify the grave of John Ho* 
searen iw • ^.,„-_.. »«- then unmarked by 
land, which, like Carver ^ was «h ^^ .^^ ^^^ 

d^ or « -to^jd «;• ,rr„ai,n!rcached their des- 
morning, and dm ng at Taunto'.^^ ^.^^^ ^^^ 

tination near night. J' J*"''* J^d ^ot permit 

tZZ^c'^^^^ »pri»S." This done ^^ 
^^ to the hotel with « ;;--td t ;;. 
.upper. The next ^"^rj. ^^^wj^ Hall, 
Thi^cr. who '^^V^^'^,^2lTTo various 
whoro be spent some ««« ^ T^7*"*Thoy then re. 
articles of Interest there coUoetod. |»«y ;"" . 
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Baron, a gontloman learned in Pilgrim lore, who 
welcomed Mr. Howland with the warmth of a bro- 
ther antiquarian. In passing from point to point. 
Dr. Thacher said, " I want you to remember every- 
thing to which I direct your attention. I am now 
over ninety years old, and shall not be here when 
yon come again.*' The words were prophetic. 
They parted, and met no more. 

Mr. Howland's last visit to Plymouth, was in 
company with his friend and neighbor, William 
Wilkinson. They carried with them a curiously 
inlaid Cabinet, brought from England in the May. 
flower, by the parents of Peregrine White, belong- 
ing to the widow of governor Jabez Bovren, and by 
her presented to the Pilgrim society. It was 
made the companion of governor Carver's chair, 
and other antiquities adorning the society's hall; 
«* and there," says Mr. H., " I hope it may be seen 
a thousand years hence, though probably in half 
that time the English language as now spoken, will 
not bo intelligible." 

In 1845, the two hundred and twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of the landing of the Pilgrims was cele- 
brated at Plymouth with more than usual enthusi- 
asm* From the Pilgrim society he received an in* 
TitatloD to attend, to which he returned tbo foU 
lowing reply : 

Pbovidekcb, Nov. 24, 1845. 
Gentlemen >-I received with pleasure and grateful 
feelings, your invitation to attend the commemoration of 
of the two hundred and* twenty -fiflh anniversary of the 

12 
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hoding of tlie Pilgrioif from the Mayflower, as I am 
doubUett the onty remaining one of the f anrivon of the 
fifth generation of the fathers, wlio arrived in that far- 
famed ship ; there heing onlj three between me and my 
anoestorp John Ilowland, who landed on the rock. 

I feel peculiar interest in the event now to be com* 
memoratedi bat being in the eighty-ninth year of my age, 
I am uncertain whether my health will permit of my being 
there. It may, in some measure, depend on the state of 
the weather, as well as on the means of conveyance. ' There 
are now but few remaining of those who were present 
when I first attended the celebration, but I would enjoin 
it upon the rising generation never to omit its due obscrv* 
aoee. It is a day sacred in tlie memorials of the old 
eokmy, thousands of whose dt^icendants are now scattered 
•ver all our States, and who should never forget the cir- 
enmstaDcet connected with tlie arrival of their Pilgrim an- 



With great respect and regard, yours, 

JOHN IIOWLAND. 
The Committee of Arrangements* 

This letter, which waa published in several news- 
papers, attracted a good deal of attention, and led 
to the correction of an error into which the writer 
bad inadvertantly fallen. From careful investiga- 
tion, Mr. Howland supposed himself^ as expressed, 
the only survivor of the fifth generation of the 
Mayflower stock. It appeared, however, from facts 
which iho statement elicited, that there wcro still 
laving three persons of the fifth generation, namely, 
Job Howland, of Conway, N. n., aged eighty^ono 
years; Mehitable Nye, his sister, of Sandwich, 
Mass., aged seventy-two; and Southworth How- 
land, a brother, of Worcester, Mass., aged seventy. 






It has sinco been ascertained that a descendant of 
gorornor Bradford in the fifth generation, was also 
hvinftnameljr, Sophia Bradford, of Duxbur/, Mass., 
who died in February, 1855, at the age of ninety' 

to a friend, « that I was deceived, as it has brought 
to my acquaintance more relations than I should 
oUierw.so ever have known. My impression was 
rounded on a conversation I had with Dr. Winslow 
twenty years ago, in Plymouth. With a number of 
the descendants there convened, he told me ho was 
of tho fifth, and did not know of any other be- 
sides us of that generation then living. As ho 
was of the first Winslow, I supposed hi, know- 
lodge correct." Those who have had any experi- 
once in genealogical researches, will not be sur 

Ek k""'" """ "" proverbially accurate 
should havo boca temporarily mistaken. 
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OnAPTER VII. 



Wo now turn to another important era— In ma- 
nf rwpootB, porhapi, tho moit Important— In Mr. 
Howland'i life, in which he appears ai the eameit 
advocate of Free Schools. For one hundred and 
sixty-four years from the founding of Rhode Island, 
no uniform system of education had been organised. 
Ib Providence, where the importance of " sound 
learning " had from the earliest times been rccog- 
nizcd, the schools were of a miscellaneous charac- 
ter, sometimes private, and at others partially sus- 
tained by the town, in coiyunctlon with a company 
of school house proprietors. In 1107, a move- 
■lent was made " with the apparent design of pro- 
viding schools for all the diildrcn of the inhabi- 
taats,"* and eoromittees, consisting of John Brown, 
John Jenckes, NaUianiel Greene, Charles Kcone, 
^lamnel Thurbcr, Darius Sessions, Samuel Night- 
ingale, Jabcx Bowcn and Moses Brown, were ap- 
pointed at a town meeting to furtiier this object. 
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The plan, though receiving the cordial support of 
the leading inhabitants, was not adopted. In 
1795, a similar attempt was mado, but with no bet- 
ter success. 

Mr. Howland had been an attentive observer of 
this course of things, and, as he saw the inadeqoa* 
cy of the means of education, and reflected upon 
the privation of his early days, he felt himself stir- 
red to make an additional effort in behalf of a 
cause so vital to the welfare of the rising and suc- 
ceeding generations. lie noticed that the plan of 
free schools, supported by a general tax, met with 
the strongest opposition from the class they were 
intended to benefit Upon the hint tliis fact sufy* 
plied, be predicated his future action. lie re* 
•olved on ottompting to arrest this hostility bjr 
creating, if poislbloi a correct public lontiniont,, 
and by overlaying it with what is sometimes tech- 
nically denominated a <' middling interest " influ-^ 
ence. The first of these measures was effected by 
free conversation with his townsmen, and by ap* 
peals through the press. The second was acconii^ 
plished by securing the united and active cooperi^ 
tion of the Mechanics' Association. At this junc* 
ture, the skill he had acquired in composition 
proved a valuable help. 

In an address before the quarterly meeting of 
the association, January 14, 1799, he says, <'Most 
of us who are at present members of this associa^ 
tion, have had but few adtantages of education, 
bat it will be our fault, as well as the fault of our 
fellow citizens, if the next generation is not better 

12* 
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Uuirht. Perhaps this is a subject on which ire aro 
t^tdiffcrcnt' It is a subject which ought ^ bo 
Z lesson of the day, and the story of the oven 
L Let it bo said in all private compamc»-let 
ttbe asserted in all public bodies-le it be do- 
clarcd in all places, till it has grown into a pro- 
tT-Xat it is the duty of the legislature to es- 
S^ free schools throughout the State. But un- 
t*; thU can be accomplished, let us -o^no,^^io^ 
A«i^ It is the duty of every man who has cnu- 
^U-ott they have what is called a good 
^lon education ; not such a common educaUou 
Tpenuits them to grow up ^ctitute of morals or 
Tf rrinciplc-; but such as will qualify them U> bo 
LLuble as well as useful members of society. 
rS extract appears the genu of an idea wjiU 
trhich he labored, and successfully, to imbue tho 

"mTi^'^ of hi, efforU is best told in his own 
^rds, as Uken down by tho author, during an la- 
rJrtew in 1847. The familiar unstudied lan- 
^""ofie recital, which ha. been literaUy pre- 
*^ J s™«»rt« to the narrative an additional m- 
Terest Xh^vrng -pared it with tho records 
lirTerifi^ tl.e accuracy of every statement relat- 
w riVaction of the town, it must ever be re- 
^^ed as an invaluable contribution to the school 

i.uSwy begun .lH..giutio« U«tlcd t« ^^c «ujW.A. 
!lIrJ»»hlic^Khoob. When w« cam. together m oor 

'• ;;;jnrb. drawn, «-i various kind, of wnl. 
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ing to bo donot that few of us were competent to execute* 
Then we began to talk. Tho question was asked, ought 
Dot our children to Imvo better advantages of education 
than wo have enjoyed ? And tho answer was jcs. Then 
it was asked, how shall those advantages be secured ? Tlio 
reply was, we must have better schools. So when we had 
talked the matter over pretty thoroughly among ourselves, 
we began to agitate. As I was something of a talker, and 
had practised writing more than most of my associates, a 
good deal of tliis work fell to my lot. And I was very 
willing to do it, because I felt and saw its imiK)rtance. So 
I wrote a number of pieces for the newspaper, and tried 
to induce others to do the same. I prevailed, however, 
with only one, Grindall Reynolds. lie felt as I did about 
the matter, and wrote a piece for tho Gaxette in favor of 
Bcliools. We had, indeed, the goo<l will of many educated 
men. There were Thomas P. Ives, Thomas L. Ilalsey, 
David L. Dames, and others, who had been educated in 
the public schools in Alassacliustetts, all of whom under- 
stood our wants and favored our movement. Governor 
Bowen and the Bowen family, were also friendly. So 
was Gov. William Jones. We met no opposition from 
the wealthy, but they having the advantages for their sons- 
ond daughters that wealth can always procure, did not 
feel OS we )K>or mechanics did. They were not active. 
In this beginning of the movement, thoy seemed willing to 
follow, but were unwilling to lead the way. It is a curi- 
ous fact, that throughout the whole work, it was tho most 
unpopular with the common people, and met with tho most 
op|K>sition from the class it was designed to benefit.* I 
Bupfiose this was one reason why the most influential citi- 
sens did not take hold of it heartily in the beginning. 
They thought its success doubtful, and did not wish, in a 

*Thif tosCimonjr corroboratet Moscn Brown '• recorded experience 
lalTUS. See Bamanl's R. I. Pab. School Itcp. and Doc., 1SI8, p. 30. 
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public way, to commit thcmsclvca to an enterprise that 
would curtad ibcir popularity and influence. This was 
BOi the case with all, but it was so with many. 

« The mow wc discussed Uie subject, the greater became 
iU importance In our eyes. After a good deal of consulU- 
tkm and discnssion, we got the Medianics- Association to 
■lore in the matter. This was an Important point gained, 
smd an enconragement to persevere. A committee was 
diosen to take up the subject Of this committee I was n 
mmber. They met at my house, and after due delibera- 
tion, it was tesolred to address the General Assembly. I 
told' them, that as neither of us were qualified to draw up 
a paper in a manner suited to go before thatboily, we had 
caeh better write a |>etition embwlying our individual 
Tiews, and bring it to our next meeting. Out of these 
mutual contribuUons we could prc|>are a |ictition that would 
do. This was agreed to, and the committee separated. 
-When we next met, it was found that but two had been 
written according to previous rccommemlation. Tliose 
were by Willmm Richmond and my«elf. Richmond then 
read his. It was in the usual petition style, ending, * as In 
doty bound will ever pray.* I told the committee I did 
BOi like tlie doctrine of that paper. It was too humble in 
lone. I did not believe in petitioning Icgishitors to do their 
daty. We ought, on the contrary, in adilrcssing that body, 
to assume a tone of conlidence that with the caw fairly 
•tated, they wouW decide wisely and justly for tlie rising 
generation. I then took out my memorial and rend it It 
was not in the sha|H5 of an ' humble petition.' It expresf 
ed brieHy our denlitution, and the great importance of et- 
tabli^bing free schoolA lo supply it. It received tiie ap- 
pfobation of the committee, and was adopted.* 

«^ Who will not iMnor John llowlaad even more for tsking the lead 
la HmM meworiel, than for hnving terred nn<ler Wsihing ton at Tren- 
toa, and iMifed death la the battles of the reTolntkm"— iic9. Sammi 
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" This memorial was presented to the General Assembly 
in the name of our association.* It was tlicre wannly de- 
bated, and after pretty severe opposition, the Assembly 
referred the whole subject to a commiaee, with directions 
to report by bill This bill, embodying a general school 
system, was drawn up by James Burrill, jr.. Attorney 
General of Rhode Island. I was with him all the while, 
and he readily complied with my suggestions. 

** When the bill was reported, the Assembly was afraid 
to pass it, until the sense of the towns could l>o obtained. 
So it was printed, and sent out to the freemen for instruc- 
tions. The great object now was to get the towns to vote 
right. When the subject came before the town meetin'r la 
Providence, I moved that a committee be appointed to pre- 
pare instructions to our representatives, and rcjwrt at the 
present meeting. Tliis was carried, and William Rich- 
mond, Samuel W. Bridgham, afterwards our first mayor, 
George R. Burrill, Wm. Larned, and myself, were consti' 
tuted the committee. It was now ktc in the afternoon, 
and Bridgham, said, « Mr. moderator, this is an important 
matter. It will require some time to draft instructions, 
and as it is now almost night, I think the subject had bet- 
ter be p«>8tponed until the next town meeting.' 'Never 
fear,' replied Richard Jackson, the moderator, • I guess 
Ilowland has them already written in his pocket.' « O,' 
rejoined Bridgham, • I didn't think of that— then we can 
go on." The committee accordingly retired to the oOice 
of George R. Burrill for consultation. The questions then 
came up, what shape shall the instructions take ? Who 
shall write them ? Various opinions were expressed, but 
I kept silent. Bridgham then turned to me and said, 
* what do yotf think, Mr. Howhmd ?• I had anticipated 

•ThomomlMnrsor tho committoo SMoclatod with Mr. IlowlAnd, 
and who aniformljr ooopcratcd with him, were Jool Metcolf, WllUani 
Btehmond, Pttor Grinnoll, Richard Anthony, Griodoll Beraoklf 
Saamol Tbnrbor, Jr., and Kathsa FUhor. * 
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GonwdmM wa found ona *t bom«, utd another io the 
■tKwt In thU wny, « jAJwd up forty^TO Bhare«, at 
«10 «mIi— I making the contract, and Allen, aa juitice of 
the peace, l^iwng ■•■ Fire of the old propriclori we 
DeTcr couM find, ww could we aicortain who were their 
bein. To ihia day, thcjr have not been purchased. Ona 
of the pioprietort, a rturdjr, Belf-wiUed man, at first refua- 
ed to mU. Ho ' wM'nt going to educate other pcople'i 
dutdren.* But after being made to mo that iho tjitcm 
fnM go on,and Iu§ refusal would iiyuro nobodjhut him- 
telf, (the town then owning over fi»rty ■hare*, and thus 
able Io control the house,) he relented, and acceded to 
our tenaa. Wo next bouglit the hrick school Itouse. Tbii 
wai mon eaaily done, as the principal number of iluirea 
wai hi the bands of Moses Brown, and the town already . 
owned the land on which the building stood. These 
dutfo* wen purchased at ilOM each. It was not lo 
casv boweror, to obl«ti the lot wanted for a school house 
dia at the south end. Tliis land belonged to a gentleman 
who was nnwilliug to have a scImoI of two hundred schol- 
an iO near his house and garden. I was not on the com* 
nittee lo make this purchaKs,bnt wlien I heard be hod ro- 
Ibsed to sell, I went to see him. I asked the ground of 
lus objectkNis. Me said if a school was established there, 
Ibe neighborhood would be a perfect bedlam every time 
it was dismissed. Besides, his garden would be robbed of 
all iu fruiL These were rery natoral fears. But I as* 
tared Urn tbcj' were groundless. Under our rules, tbe 
■ehool would be dismissed by classes, and not pennittad 

«M sad oc« hsir ibsici Mcb. Stepbea CMpmter, Dmtsr Dmwb, 

Jomtt" AraoM, KsttanM WbcatM, 8uii>d Tbnriier, TIsMlk^ 
KsMfl, Ot««i« r«7Soa's Mr*, SumI Quit's Mrt. RldMvil Jsek< 
tarn, Siakslr WIUlaoM, ttOM Baw** twin, Jolia Fntt, Levi Darr. 
Xfhenlsk Sweet, Jolia E. Biowa'a beirt, WUUua Tjlet, Junes 01- 
mtfi Mn, Aaraa U moo, Ephrsha Wbeatoa, (Nner WlMOr, C«ot|e 
mipple, AtnerTtaajcT, flolonaii Owoa, Benjunln OouMi, Jothaa 
Bon, ABM Alien, Edwsrd Kaowlss, DsajaoUa AUcn, PMcr BsodsU, 
■M Stan MKk.— Tirtal, M. 



to loiter about Um premiies, and u to hii garfan, so itriet 
ft watch would ba kept orcr the icholan, that his ihiit 
woold bo safer tlian over. I cannot repeat aU my nrgn. 
mcnts on the occasion. It is sufficient to say, tliat before 
I left him, ho consented to sell. 

*' Somo time after, when the scIjooIs hnd gone fairly into 
operation, (ho town council, accompanied by (he school 
committee, made liicir fiwt visit to this whooL When op- 
posite Ii» widcnco, I rc<]Lic«lcd ll.a company to pause till 
I went in and invited him to go with us. Tl,ej did so 
I went .n, and said, 'I l,«vo hoen dcpuled by U.o honoia- 
ble town council and tho school commilicc, lo invite you 
to accompany tl,em in tl.cip first visit of exnminulion to 
th« Transit street school.' He appeared grutificd with ,he 
attention, and readily complied with our invilalion. I wUl 
not «y there was not a little policy in llnV. At all events, 

liTnu^ '"^'- °" ''"'P"''"' f"~"> •'» d<'"'gl"ed 
with aU ho saw and hear,!, and was ever after a firm .up- 
porter of the public kIioqIs. ' 

•' Among tlie exorcises of ll.is occasion, was a poetic ad- 
dress made to iho gentlemen of the ho.mmblo couneU and 
committee. It was wri((en by Paul Allen, nod spoken by 
a lad nme years of ago. i«*'.n oy 

[We give the address below.] 
OaaTLauaK o> rn. Ilo». Cowca «d Co..«,„„ - 

Ilerow of aDdent and modem day* 

And blaxon forth U,cir destiny In „« ' 
A moro exalted ta«k your timo cmpioyi. 
T» wstel, the inond. of th. ri.i« w. _ 

S.f?^^*'!?,'' ""'^■W ftet to wad (jm road 
mt lead* dlnct to rlnne'i bright atwJc- 

^j^',^»" pi»t iiw «»d. of <;«.b. 

kor .ban prwBmpuou Ign'^aco dan m.|,vs ' 
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TboM taleatt wbich the God of iwtare gKwt. 
Tbe trllNita Ui*t fnm gfmtitnde Is due, 
0«r bcarU r^idog fondly iMiyt to yon; 
Unottentntionf Tirtne tecki tbe tluMle, / 

And bj itt oirn tnceeM Is amply imM; \ 

Thns tbe ftdr stream witb sUent steady force, / 

Tbroagb tbe long meadows winds iU derions eowie, i 
And In Its ronte, Itself nnsecn tbe wbile, 
Sofftys tbe Terdnre spread and 6ow'rets smile, 
Tm aU tbe meads in sweet Inxnriance grow. 
And fell tbo wonders of tbe stream below: 
Tbns, wbile yea wisb Indnstrions to conceal, 
Tboae Tlrtnet gratitnde wonkl fain rsTcal, 
Tbe motnls of tbe rising youth sbaU tell 
Tbe names of tbose wbose deeds deserre so well . 
Wby sbonid my Infant tongue tbese deeds relate? 
Tour Aitnre glory sbail adorn the State, 
When Patriots yet unknown sbaD tread tbe stage, 
the parties of tbe present age. 
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*«It was dear, thai to carry out ourgTstcm gocccssfully, 
a larger emn of money than hitherto appropriated for 
idM)ob mnsl be secared. Here we experienced the strong- 
oppositaoBy and were in greatetft danger of defeat. I 
ed, in town meeting, for an appropriation of $4,000. 
Bone said it was too mach, and others, hoping to defeat 
ttse motion, opposed it on the ground that the sum was in- 
After listening some time to the discussion, I 

jyd, thai as there appeared to he a diflcrcnce of 

'^^piiiiiMi in tbe meeting with a view to obviate the hist ob- 
JeecioQ, I wovld move the mserUon of $6000 in the phM» 
^ (4000, finl pit>poeed. This was seconded by one of 
^ opponents, thinking thereby to give tho motion iU 
f*>e|iM. Much to his surprise, however, the motion was 
^'opCed. When the result was announced, great excite* 
^^ifet pfevailed. Two of the strongest opponents came 
^to Boandsaid, 'you have taken us in— you have taken 
^ hi ne did'm faitend to vote you so much money.' 
^Y«ii have taken yourselves in, and I am ghid of it,' I ro- 
9f^ TUs agitaikm of the sdiool matter induced many 
*^ Iha M fff ft *"*^ to attend town meeting, and take an 
'^ftmpnAim town aSUrs, who never went before. 
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"April 16, 1800, the town appointed James Burrill,jr., 
John Corliss, Kichard Jackson, jr., John Carlisle, Joel 
Mctcalf, William Richmond and myself, a committee to 
devise and report a plan for carrying the school act into 
eficct. This plan I drew up. It was reported to an od- 
joumed town meeting, April 26th, and adopted. 

** Tlie first school committee under the act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, was chosen in August, 1800. It conflistcd 
of President lilaxcy. Rev. Dr. Gano, Rev. Dr. Hitchcock, 
David L. Barnes, Jabez Bowcn, Amos '^l. Atwcll, James 
Burrill, jr., William Jones, John Carlisle, and myself. — 
The town council, in conjunction with this body, appointed 
a sub-committee to draw up rules and regulations for the 
government of the schools. On this committee were Pres- 
ident Maxcy, Rev. Dr. Hitchcock, and Rev. Dr. Gano. 
When nominated. Dr. Gano said the s<:hoo]s had his warm- 
est wishes for success, hut as lie was not much acquainted 
with the matter, and as Mr. I lowland had done fio much, 
and understood the wants so well, ho would decline in his 
favor. His vrieh was complied with, and I was placed on 
this importxmt committee. 

•' When the work of drawing up the rules came to be 
done, to my surprise, the burden of the labor was assigned 
to me. President I^Iaxcy was ])ressed with tho cares of 
the college, and could not conveniently attend to the duty. 
Dr. Hitchcock's health was declining, and though warmly 
devoted to the cause of education, was unable to give the 
subject tlie attention it deserved. So it was lefV for me 
to go on with it. Tliis wa^ rather a formidable undcrtak* 
ing, but as I Imd the approbation of tho literary gentle- 
men, I boldly put my hand to tho work. To aid mo in 
the matter, I sent to Boston, and procured tho rules es- 
tablii^hed there, and also a list of tho books used in school. 
After my rules and regulations were prepared, I submitted 
them to the committee and town council. They were ao» 
eepted, and adopted October 16th, less than two months 
after my appointment. 
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•• Up to this time, I bad never seen a grammar — a sorrj 
oonfession for a school committee roan, some may think — 
\mi obMiTing that * The Young Lad/s Accidenco' was 
oted in tlie Boston sdiciols, I sent to the principal book- 
teller in that town, and purchased one hundred copies for 
the use of ours. For whaterer accuracy I hare obtained 
in writing, I am indebted to observation and practice. 

** The introduction of grammar was quite an advance in 
tlie system of education, as it was not taugbt at all except 
in the better chiss of private schools. The same was true 
of geography, which had never been taught before. Geo- 
graphies could not be bought in this town, so I sent to 
Boston and purchased as many as were wanted for our 
■chools. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, had publbhed the 
lir»t Tolome of his geography, and that was the work we 
adopted. ^lany thought it an unnecessary study, and 
aome in private objected to it because it would take off 
tbeir aUention from arithmetic But it met with no pub- 
lic opposition. 

''To some, this recital may seem egotistical. But f 
have no such feeling. I was so constantly connected with 
the school movement, that I cannot speak of it without 
fpeakingof myself. I take no improper pride in the part 
I acted. If better educated and more influential men had 
ceen fit to take the lead, I should have been contented to 
Iblknr. But I felt tliat somebody must do the work, and 
as others would not, I resolved that I would. I thank a 
kind Frovklence that I have been able, in my humble way, 
to be of service to my fellow men ; and I wish to occupy 
BO other place in their memories, or the page of hbtory, 
than that which truth shall assign me." 

Such 18 iho unstudied narrative of the part borne 
br the subject of these pages, in laying the fonnda- 
tion of a work that has given to Providence a prond 
pre-eminencei and placed Bhode Island as a faith- 
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ful guardian of the intellectual interests of her 
youth, among the foremost States of the Union. 
The names of Hopkins, Bowcn, Brown, Jones, Bur- 
rill, Jackson, Nightingale and Jonckes, of Hitch- 
cock, Oano, Maxcy, Bridgham, Ives, Rhodes, Smith, 
and Barnes, with many others of like spirit, will 
ever bo hold in grateful remembrance for the in- 
terest they early exhibited in the sacred cause of 
education. Without the sympathy and coopera- 
tion of sucli minds, little could have been accom- 
plished. But to the mind that from its own fertile 
resources, originated plans, combined influences, 
organized popular sentiment, and by its indomita- 
ble energy carried forward to ultimate triumph* 
this great enterprize, a distinct acknowledgment is- 
due. And, ** if hereafter," to use the words of one 
often quoted in this volume, '' it shall be asked 
who was the Father of the free school system in 
Rhode Island, and any one shall be thought worthy 
of the honor— who will it be ?"♦ 

For twenty years Mr. Howland, as a member of 
the school committee, discharged the duties of his- 
oilice with scrupulous fidelity, and retired only when 
the demands upon his time as town treasurer, and 
treasurer of the Savings Institution, suggested the 
necessity of release from some of his public re- 
sponsibilities. But though withdrawn from active 
participation in the management of the schools, ho 
was ever observant of their progress. Standing, 
as they do, to use his own language, '' on the solid 
base of equal rights, and on the enlightened and 

«Dr. Han'f DlKonne. 
1«» • 
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mnj cmktnkai&m on mcMores to be adopted rebUiTe to the 
■dbools. 

The town was at first divided into four, at present into 
fire school distriets ; two old school houses were purclias« 
ed of proprietors, and three new ones have been built, two 
of bride and one of stone. During the time the new houses 
were building, and the old ones repairing, a sub-eommittee 
derised and reported the rules for the government of the 
schools, and dengnating the books to be used. Tlie rules 
as first established are continued with little variation, but 
changes have been made in the hooks, as new ones havo 
appeared better adapted* The appointment and removal 
of the masters and ushers, remain solelj with the town 
council, though in the appointment of tlie master to fill a 
vacancj, (as there are gcnerallj several applicants,) the 
•diool committee are convened with the.coundl, and the 
qualifications of the candidates discussed. 

Presuming these preliminarj observations majcome 
within the scope of jour inquiries, I now proceed to an* 
swer, as correctlj as possible, the special interrogations : 
1st. Of kow wumff yvpilt do iht iekooti camiil t The 
average nnmber in the winter season is about nine hun- 
dred, in summer eight hundred ; the school houses are 
calculated to accommodate two hundred each. 

Sd. Antkirtime ormor^ masters toasekoolt One 
master and one usher to a schooL 

8d. Ai wkat mgs arspvpiis atimtUedf or ai what m^ dis^ 
tksvyedt The children are admitted at the ago of six 
jcars, the time of continuance not limited. Before the 
establishment of the public schools, the means of edu- 
cation were very limited, and on tlieir being opened, the 
scholars were of all ages between six and twenty ; there 
are now but few over firarteen jears* mostlj from six to 
Urdve. Although the age far admission, as a general 
nde, is six years, yet the preceptors recdve some vnder 
thai age^ when thqr belong to a ftmily firam which older 
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children attend ; but when the number in a school is two 
hundred or more, which has frequently been the case, then 
all under six are excluded. 

4th. Are females adniiUedf Females are admitted.— 
The sdiool rooms Imvc an aisle, lengthwise through the 
middle, the boys occupy one side, the girls the other ; the 
floors rise from the side of the broad alley to the walls, 
and there is a desk and a scat for every two schokrs ; the 
size of the room is 50 by 30 feet- 

5th. Di>es the method of instruelion differ from thai 
practised %n ordinary schools f Tlic method of govern- 
ment and instruction differ materially from that practised 
in sdiools before, or at the time the public schools were 
established. Tlie old pedagogue system of the cow-skin 
and the ferule, is laid aside. The government partakes 
more of the paternal dmractcr; the boys have the appd- 
laiion ofmnslers, and the girls of misses ; emuUition is ex- 
dted by promotion to a higher chiss, and by pubUc com- 
mendation of the preceptor, of particular instances of at- 
tention to order or improvement. The upper cbss of 
boys are supposed to be in the character of young gentle- 
men, and the misses are addressed as young hwlies. After 
all, the application of the general system of government 
depends much on the peculiar qualifications and address 
of the preceptor; he is not addressed by the term mas- 
ter, that is opplicd exdusivcly to the boys. The number 
of moles exceed the number of females, probably oboct 
one-fifth through the winter, but in the summer season 
they are nearly equal. 

6th. What are the branches taitffhtt Tliis may be an- 
swived generally, by an extract from the first rcgulaUon 
vis: -Tlie principal part of the instruction wiU consist in' 
learning spelling, accenting, and reading, both prose and 
verse, with propriety and accuracy, and a general know- 
ledge of English grammar and composition ; also, writing 
a good hand, according to the most approved rules, and 
arithmetic^'' See. '-^ —u 
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made a report higlily favorable to the plan in June. Tbcj 
were continued, and probably will, at n'futuro meeting, re- 
commend one scliool on tlw plan of Lancaster, for tlio aup- 
port of tlic town. 

I Iiavo not, at present, a momonfa time to rericw what 
I have written, or to add any further details or remarks. 
With tlie best and most nrdcnl wialica tliat the gentlemen 
who have begun the good work in Newport, may pens- 
vore in the good cause to the great benefit and everlasting 
honor of the phice of my birth, I remain 
Your obedient servant, 

JOHN HOWLAND. 
In 1829, in answer to inquiries then mode, he returned 
the foUowing reply i 

To Capt. Geodoe IIowlakd. 

PnoviDKNCE, June 10, 1825. 
Dcor Sir:— I received your communication, three days 
ag.t, requesting information rclnlivc to the public scLooU 
in this town. I Iiavc not had limo to attend to jt before. 
I do not wonder at your surprise at the different systems 
adopted by Newport and Providence, you Imving been 
brought up here, and received instruction in the public 
schools. Twenty-eight or twenty-nine ycai» ago, the town 
established public scliooU sufficient for the instruction of 
all the children, of both sexes. The school houses were 
built, or purdiased at the expense of the town, and the 
•olorios of the instructors aro paid out of the town treos- 
U17. The town Is divided into flvo scbool districts, In 
•acli of which then Is a school houio, with a master, or 
principal instructor, and on usher. The iolotr of each 
master U fivo hundred doUon, aod <rf the ushor, two hun- 
drod and fifty dolhu* About two yean sineo, then wu 
in addition to the above, five primarj or women'* schools 
eriftblUhed, one in each district, for the imaU chUdren to 
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im PnndeiMf Tin mostera, at $500 per year, 

eadi . - - - $2,S00 

FheMhira,at»50each. - - h^^ 

58,760 
To Uui may be added necessary repairs of school houses, 
■tore pipes, &&, and a few boAs furnished occaMonally to 
poor diildren by the town coundL 

Sth. Wha an die resiifts of At sysfem t As to the ef- 
fect which the public schools have had on the slate of so- 
oety, the evidence must be drcumslanlial, as it is impos- 
■ibki to tcU what would have been the case hod they not 
been eslablisbed; but the circumstances are so numcroua 
smd coincident, tliat tlicy appear to establish the fact be- 
yond a doubt, that they liave been highly bcncfidnl. Many 
oTonr dtixens who pny throue^t the tax collcctw for their 
support, and who, luiving no ehiUren of their own to in- 
gtnet, cued but little about the education of others, from 
their observation of the good effect of the schools in their 
own nei^borbood, or in the town at large, aro now among 

the most tcalons for their support. There 

■n BOW among our most active and valuable citixens, mer- 
duuts, mechanics, manufacturers, and masters of ships, 
who were poor bojrs, without other means of instruction, 
and who owe their present standing,Bnd in some instwioea 
Iwt" property, enUrcly to the educationond manners ao 
quired in these publio sdiools. 

Two sdiools on tlie Loncaslerian plan are now in operation 
fat this town, by hidividuals from abroad, witliout any sup- 
port fitm the town. Tikis is matter of experiment. They 
an well ^oken of, and I think will be useful for children 
wbo bare been altogether without instruction. In those 
they eaa eemmence the 6nt ntdimenta, and be prepared 
lo take th^phKCS in the other schools to mora advantage. 
A eommittee, appmnled by the town at April meeting, 
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be taagbt the alphabet, and to be able to read and spell 
properlj. The salarj of tlie mistrcssca in each of thc£e 
achoolfl is a hundred and seventy-five dollars per jear^— 
lo two of these primarj sehools, the teacher has an assist* 
ut, at a less salarj* Agreeablj to the reportof the school 
eoaimittce, at the late June town meeting, the amount of 
sdl the salaries is ... S4,59G.46 

Estimated contingent expenses for repairs of 
•ehodl honsesi stove pipes, premiums of re- 
wards to chikUtm, icc^ ftc, • SICO.OO 



Total, 34,756.46 

By the new State law, for the encouragement, or rather 
lor the liifcounigement of schools, each town is to receive 
a small sum, annually, from the State treasury, and are 
allowed to assess a small sum, I don*t recollect liow much, 
in a town tax for the same purpose. This limitation, be- 
yond which the towns are prohibited from assessing, was 
passed in the General Assembly by the influence of mem- 
bers who were opposed to the general instruction of tlio 
diildrea throughout the State, and wished to conHne it to 
paupers. But tlie town of Providence insisted on their 
light to assess as much as they pleased, or thought ncces- 
aaiy for the support of their schools, and sufficient for the 
edncatioD of all the children in town, and this privilege 
was reserved to us in the State law, but it is allowed to no 
other town in the State. The rich men of Providence are 
and alwqrs have been in favor of all the children being 
edocated at the town's expense, and if a representative of 
this town, in the General Assembly, should oppose this 
qrstem, he would never bo sent to the Assembly again.— 
Bnt tidoes not altogether depend on rich men in this town. 
The Mechanics' Assoeiatioa consists of three hundred mem- 
beriy BOil of whom are voters, and all in favor of the 
•diools. The Bomber of chiUrea at the last quarterly 
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Mr. Ilowland's interest in the common school 
cause, did not withdraw his attention from 
tho higher educational institutions of the town. 
With the history of Brown Universitjr, few not con- 
nected with it, were so familiar. " In May, 1770 
one month after my arrival," ho says, '' tho collcgo 
which had been located in Warren, was removed 
to Providence. Rev. James Manning, tho president, 
and David Ilowell, the tutor, were the only officers. 
The first commencement had been holden in War- 
rcn in 1 769. There were only four in tho senior 
class when they arrived here. Tho commence- 
ments for the first five years were held in Mr. 
Snow's meeting house, that being then the largest 
in the town. Governor Wanton always attended 
from Newport, till governor Cooke succeeded him. 
He beaded the proeesslon with the president The 
governor's wig, which had been made in England, 
was of the pattern and size of that of the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, and so large that the 
shallow erowned hat could not be placed on his 
head without disturbing the curls. He tlierefore 
placed it imder his left arm, and held his umbrella 
in his right hand. This was the first umbrella ever 
aeen carried by a gentleman in Providence, though 
ihey had been some time in use by ladies on a sunny 
day, (Governor Wanton was the most dignified 
mad respeetable looking man we had ever seen. 
The white wig of president Manning was of the 
largest dimensions usually worn in this country. 

« This year (1770,) the materials were procured 
^ud the ooU^ge edifice erected. William Wheaton 
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was tho master mason. Jolin Brown laid tho cor- 
ner stone. This stone was tho first laid in the 
foundation at the bottom of tho cellar wall, at the 
south west corner. On Dr. Manning's taking up 
his abode here, ho lived in tlie old house of Benja- 
min Bowen, which stood on tho lot at tho foot of 
Bowen street, on which Mr. S. N. Richmond's brick 
house now stands. Mr. Howell was unmarried, 
and boarded. Tho students boarded in private 
families, at ono dollar and a quarter per week. 
Thore they studied, and at certain hours met in 
ono of the chambers of tho old brick school house, 
with the officers, for recitation." 

Dr. Manning was a customer of Mr. Gladding, 
and by tho suavity of his manners, and the kindness 
of liis tones, won tho affections of the young ap- 
prontico. Tho acquaintance then formed, in later 
yoavi riponod Into an intimacy and friendship, 
broken only by death. Dr. Manning died sudden* 
Ijr, July 20th, 1701, and was widely mourned as a 
devout and eloquent christian minister, and an cm« 
inently successful instructor. Brief obituary notices 
of his decease appeared in tho newspapers of tho 
day, but no extended memoir was attempted until 
1815, when Mr. Howland, desirous of testifying his 
respect for tho memory of his distinguished friend, 
wrote a biographical sketch, which was published 
in the Rhode Island Literary Repository for Janu- 
ary, of that year. 

In 1835, the Board of Fellows of Brown Univer- 
sity, conferred on Mr. Howland the honorary de- 
gree of Master of Arts— a voluntary testimony to 
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prfnto irortii, ud to BCrrice rendered to the eauso 
of Ickming. Tho aDnonnccmcni on connnonccmeat 
dftf, took hiD hf snrpriao. Up to tbat moment he 
had not boon ftinre thftt sncb a token of respect 
vu la coBtempIatioii. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



It had been tho good fortnne of Mr. Ilowland to 
iritoeaa the BBCCOSsful termination of a colonial war, 
to sustain irbich Froridcnce " contributed its full 
proportion of men and means."* IIo had watched 
with aaxions interest tho process of measures to 
enanre a permanent union of tlie States ; and from 
the formation of tlio Federal Constitution until its 
fioal adoption bj each of the tliirtccn colonies, ho 
had made himself familiar with the ideas and rco- 
■oninga of thoso who objected to the establishment 
of a general goromment. 

Altbongh among tho earliest to declare ogaioat 
oppression, and to strike a blow for freodom,Bhodo 
Island was the last of the States to enter tho union. 
This delay waa not owli^ to lukowarmnoss towarda 
tho priDdples for which her treasuro and blood had 
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been freely poured out, or to an unwillingness to 
ahare tho rosponsibilitica of such a coDfcdoracy, but 
in part, at least, to a wide spread apprehension 
that tlio rights of tlio State might thereby bo com- 
promised, if not subrcrted. Public feeling was very 
nearly equally divided. On the part of tho oppo- 
sition, Mr. Howland says, it was maintained that 
the constitution ensured "an iron governmeat,"and 
that if adopted, the people of Rhode Island would 
become " slaves to Virginia" — tliat she being the 
largest State, " would rule the whole" — tliat " tho 
power to order taxes would be exercised without 
limits" — and that " we should have a land tax and 
impost to poy tlio Congress and a host of officers^ 
4c, Ac" "But IhcBorc place after all," ho adds, 
" was tliat no State could make any thing a tender- 
but silver and gold, though this was not urged." 

As fears of a centralized power rose, the hold 
upon State sovereignty became more tenacious. 
But whatever ground, real or imaginary, there might 
have been for these apprehensions, it was clear to 
all that the interests of tlie State wcro suffering by 
tho delay. " This complete independent State sov- 
ereignty," says Mr. Howland, " was a trying season 
for us. The United States could treat us only as 
a foreign power. A Custom House was establish- 
ed on tho east aide of Pawtucket bridge, at whicft 
every cart, wagon or horse, which bore any goods' 
across, was obliged to enter and pay the United 
States duties. To balance this, our nation assessed 
the same duties, and a Custom House was opened' 
at tho west end of the bridge, at which oveiy wagon 
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from Boston was obliged to exhibit its manifest. 
IT a packet to New York carried some hogsheads 
of lime, the captain being from a foreign country, 
had to go through the searching operation, and paj 
the ad valorem. During this state of things, peo« 
pie began to move from Rhode Island into the 
United States. We were then pressed into a small 
compass. At last, a small majority in our lower 
House passed a bill ordering a convention to meet, 
and decide either to adopt or reject the Ooastitu- 
tion. On this bill coming before the Senate it was 
a tie, and governor Collins turned it in favor of 
concurrence. The convention in June following, 
by two majority, adopted the Constitution, and 
Rhode Island became one of the United States." 

In the prevalent fears, before referred to, Mr. 
Ho wland never shared. Uc had studied the sub- 
ject too thoroughly, and understood its merits too 
well, to suiTer himself to be alarmed, or his views 
to be changed by any arguments, however specious ; 
and from the beginning, both in the Mechanics' As- 
sociation and elsewhere, he labored unceasingly to 
correct misapprehensions, and to create a favorable 
public sentiment In common with many of the 
most discerning, minds of the day, ho looked upon 
the union of the States as vital to the perpetuity of 
the advantages gained by the revolutionary strug- 
gle. In the Constitution, he saw an instrument that 
limited the powers of government '' to concerns in- 
teresting to the whole people, leaving the internal 
administration of each State, in peace, to its own 
constitution and laws, provided that they should be 
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republican, and interfering with them as little as 
should bo necessary in war. With a vivid remem- 
brance of the price at which freedom had been pur- 
chased, his attachment to the uuion increased as 
life advanced, and when, in the heat of sectional 
excitement, some years before his decease, men of 
a later generation began to talk flippantly of " cal- 
culating its value," the language seemed to him 
little else than treason. Frank and outspoken as 
was his habit, ho took no pains to conceal his feel- 
ings. Reposing implicit coufldenco in the wisdom 
and patriotism of the founders of the American Re« 
public, he believed they deserved to be held in 
everlasting gratitude for undertaking, in the words 
of Mr. Madison, " to do tliat which had always be- 
fore been believed impossible." And he ever look- 
ed back " to tlie principles of Wusliington and his 
administration, and to the unbroken faith of the 
Constitution, for the source of that prosperity which 
no variation of seasons can witlier, and that happi- 
ness which no reverse of fortune can turn into bit- 
ter disappointment." 

The vote of the State Convention at Newport, 
adopting the Constitution, was taken on Saturday 
afternoon, May 29, 1790. The intelligence was re- 
ceived in Providence about 1 1 o'clock the same 
evening, and was announced by the ringing of bells, 
and a Federal salute from the Warren, Indiaman, 
owned by iMcssrs. Brown & Francis, and from the 
artillery park on Federal Hill. The next evening 
the Providence delegates arrived home, and were 
welcomed by " the joyful roar of artillery." But 
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these demonstrations only partially expressed tbo 
prevailing feeling, of which Mr. Ilowland strongly 
partook, and tbo Tuesday following was assigned 
for a more extended commemoration. At sunrise 
flags were displayed, and thirteen guns were dis- 
charged by the artillery company, which paraded 
wider the command of colonel Daniel Tillinghast 
At noon another salute was fired, after which the 
company, with distinguished gentlemen of the town, 
partook of an elegant entertainment prepared for 
them, at the residence of colo«iel T. Just before 
the guests sat down to the table, the colonel came 
to Mr. Howland, and requested him to write thir* 
teen toasts for the occasion, as none had been pre« 
pared. To this he demurred, and referred his 
commander to the ** gentlemen of education" pre- 
sent, as better qualified to perform such serrice. 
But refusal was vain. ^ You have always written 
toasts for public celebrations," said the colonel ; 
** you must do it now, and tliere is no time to be 
lost" Supplied with writing materials, he obeyed. 
The house was thronged, and a scat at a table could 
not be had. His alternative was the stairs. Seat- 
ing himself there, amid the noise and pressure of the 
crowd, he began to write, and before tlie tables 
were filled by the company, had produced the fol- 
lowing,* which were responded to by hearty cheerSi 

•* like all who are wiUing to woffc» he had work enough pot upon 
kte; aad aa a»aains iaatance hat been told of hia readineM and tact» 
whesv OS aome oeeaakMi, the banineM committee [of the Uechaniea' 
Aaaodatlou] hmwlng failed to prepare a report which th^ were boviid 
19 mAu^ half todlgnaBt and half hi iport, he took up a bhink eheet, 
•ad imid«ff the report with each eaee and emphaale, that aU preeeal 
liHwfiappoaod It la be wiftlea, or were aahaaMd that th^ bad aal 
MllMMilvaf.''— XV. JUr$ Dii 






and published in the accouLt of the proceedings 
of the day : 

1. The President of the United States. 

2. The Senate and Beprcsentativcs of the United StiUes. 
8. The Governor and Company. 

4. The Rliode Island Convention that completed tbo 
union of America. 
6. May the union last till years shall cease to rolL 

6. Peace at home and reputation abroad. 

7. May Uie groans of the distressed be heard no more. 

8. May America forever honor the men who have led 
her to her present happy situation. 

9. A^culture, I^Ianufacturesand Commerce. 

10. TlieEncouragers of Useful Arts. 

11. Tlie abolition of party. 

12. May the good of the whole be the great object. 

13. May private virtue be the road to public honor. 

At three o'clock the salute was repeated, a pro- 
cession with drums beating and colors flying, march- 
ed through the streets, and a discharge of thirteen 
cannon closed the day. In tho evening, the War- 
ren was brilliantly illuminated, and a number of 
rockets were lot off from tho Qreat Bridge by tho 
artillery. 

Thus happily terminated tho painful suspense in 
which the citizens of Providence had been held, 
and " one sentiment of joy seemed to pervade tho 
whole town. Tho cloud which had for so long a 
time overshadowed us, now passed away. Confi- 
dence was restored, business revived, and our 
members had tho high satisfaction of reflecting, that 
in this they had dono their duty to their country 
and to themselves."* This ** sentiment of joy'' 

• Addreft before the Mechanlci' Afaodatton, 1839. 
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spriDging from tho completion of *' the union of 
America," was partaken of, even by those who held 
back to tho last. '' Many of tlic anti's, I know/' 
says Mr. Howland, '' were glad of tbo adoptioiii 
though they wcro so pledged to tho opposition that 
they did not dare act for it. OoTcrnor Fenner 
told mo that he was glad, as we bad got elear of 
tho contention which had lasted long enough."* 

^ When the rote of adoption had passed in the 
Conrention," Mr. Howland continues, '' it became 
tho doty of the president to notify tho president of 
the United States. Colonel Barton was made bear- 
er of the letter, and subsequently obtained the oflice 
of snnreyor in our Custom House. Col. Jeremiah 
Olney, who had commanded one of our State regi- 
ments of the continental line, was appointed col- 
lector in ProTidence, and Theodore Foster, naval 
officer ; but on the meeting of tho General Asscm- 
l)ly which was immediately called, Mr. Foster was 
appointed senator of the United States, together 
with Joseph Stanton, of Charlcstown. Mr. F. was 
m federalist Stanton was an anti. On the eleva- 
ntion of Mr. Foster to the Senate, Judge Thompson 
"wai appointed naval officer, which place ho held 
^1 his death. He was a respectable, gentlemanly 
^nma, and my particular friend and neighbor. He 
^;ared nothing about the parties or politics of tho 
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' Ifaaj Members of tho ConTentioB wore eonrlncod of the pro* 
of oa Adoption of the Confutation, end the miOoritjr wonM, it 
hnvo been mnch U^rger had not a number of the mcmben 
f e etri cted by hMtrnetlone. Had it been compatible with the 
jfmMc foodio havo aiUonniedtbe dcdtionlbr a nbort time only, 
iMtrncllone wmUd nndoa b tedjy have beea i«vefMd.'*-*PrM^ 
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With Mr. Foster, Mr. Howland was on terms of 
intimacy, and while in Congress maintained a fa- 
miliar corrospondonco. Of tho letters that then 
passed between them, only tho following hare boon 
preserved. Apart from their amusing irony, they 
Mtikl have an interest for those familiar with the 
political occurrences of the times. 

To UoK. Theodore Fosteb. 

Pbovidekce, April 9, 1798. 

Respected Friend :— The news!— the newtl— the news I— 
we are wishing, wondering, gaping, staring, and stark mad 
ibr news I AAor hearing repeatedly of ^ existing circum- 
stances,'* *' existing state of things," and ''existing difBcul- 
ties,** we are impatient to hear of some existing new occur- 
rence, that will relieve us from this anxious state of sus- 
pense, or enable us quietly to bear it. For this purpose, 
could you, sir, enclose me occasionally some of the papers, 
it would not only bo conferring a favor on me, which grat- 
itude would delight to keep in remembrance, but it would 
oblige tlie refpectable corps of politicians who frequent my 
shop. 

As to the state of opinions here, I believe thirty-nine 
out of forty are glad to find Mr. Sprigg's motion twig'd by 
the Speaker ; but the tri-colored party, though small, have 
in some degree succeeded in making a new dictionary. 
For instance, they say tho word embargo is the same that 
used to be spelt p-e-a-c-c, and that the word arm when ap- 
plied to neutral merchant ships, means tho same as the 
word tear, and we can no more account for these whimsi- 
cal assertions bemg propagated at the same time b phces 
which have no connection with each other, than we can 
account for the yellow fever breaking out near the same 
time in difibrent parts of the country, which have no con- 
nection with the focus of malignity} but it is certain that 
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the same language manufactured licro has likewise been 
made in several towns near Boston, and has had its effect 
in giTing a majority for Heath for governor. 

Owing to the bustle of national concerns and foreign re- 
laOoM, the people of this State have forgotten that thehr 
deetaon approwhes, and the governor will put himsel 
and the rest of the Upper House in again without oppod- 
tioo. Thus tome g.iod will be derived from the evik of 

tlia present day. 

With sentimenU of high respect, 

I am, sir, your humble servant, 

JOHN IIOWLAND. 

Hov. Thbodobs Fosteb. 

To Jomr Mb. Howlabp. 

FniLADELPniA, April IClh, 1798. 
Sir :—Your cntertainmg letter of the 9th inst., came to 
mr hand on Saturday afternoon. To •• twig Sprigg" by 
thirty-nine out of forty is great odds I But tlmt the tri- 
cdkwed party, as you call them, should be able to make a 
newdictionaiy, and cause the word embargo to mean peace, 
nnd the word arm, when appUed to neutral merchant ships 
to mean war, was hardly to be expected ; and that this 
new language which you say was manufactured at Provi- 
dence, should be understood in several towns near Boston, 
and should operate to give general Heath a n^jority in 
the election for governor, because he dealt largely in the 
word embargo, under iu new meaning, is unaccountable. 
A few members of Congress have learned and believed in 
tlia new signification of the words. I do not understand 

tbem as they ^ 
We read of the Prince of the power of the air. It is 

eeid that at certain periodi he has an uncommon agenqr 

and ability to do mischief in order that good may come 

^BlefevOythat all things work together for good to the 

sl^hlioua. Now though our prospecU at present do not 
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look very pleasant, I have great confidcnco that heaven 
will avert the threatening storm, or will guide ue safely 
through IL The United States have a glorious career be- 
fore them, and tlieir great destinies I believe are suited to 
it. We should never despair of the honor and happiness 
of our country when we liave TVashington and Adams to 
guide its councils. 

I am told that there is a sort of inconceivable charm in 
a Philadelphia newspaper, in proportion to its distance 
from this great theatre of contention. I have therefore 
been solicited frequently for newspapers to send to Georgia 
Tennessee, the North Western Territory, and evento Eng- 
land and Scotland. I subscribe for two daily papers in 
addition to three I receive on public account, purposely to 
distribute among my acquaintances, and I know of none 
whom I ought to prefer ** to the respectable corps of poli- 
ticians who frequent your shop." I sluill therefore with 
great pleasure comply with your request to send you some 
of them. I now send you Bradford's paper of this morn- 
ing, and Porcupine's of March 19th, 29th and 30th, and 
April 2d, containing Mr. Harper's speech in reply to the 
speech of Mr. Gallatin, on the foreign intercourse bill, 
which has been printed in a large pamphlet, and under* 
gone two editions, sold at a quarter of a dollar a copy. 
Wishing you health and happiness, I am yours, dec, 

THEODORE FOSTER. 

Some time after tho adoption of the constitution, 
ono pleasant 4th of July morning, governor 
Ephraim Bowen, Hon. John Brown, and several 
others, were assembled at Mr. Howland's shop. 
The anniversary of American independence had not 
then become an established holiday in Providence. 
While conversing on the events that had brought 
the confederated colonies into the femily of nations, 
Iff 
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Mr. HoirltDd aaid, "t day of ao moch importance 
onght not to pus without notice ; and Binco the 
town is doing nothing, let as havo a eolcbration on 
oar own aeeonnt" " Agreed," was the reeponso, 
and inimediatflly contribntions wore made and the 
party divided into committcca to carry the Buggos- 
tiOB into effect. One was despatched for rcfreab- 
uenta, another to porchaao powder, and a third to 
" bring ont the old town awivcl." To Mr. How- 
land WOB assigned the daty of procurii^ flonnot for 
cartridges. Thia waa not easy of ezocution. Every 
atore in town was visited without soccoss. Not a 
fragment woa to bo had. TThilo standing in the 
last store entered, pondering what to do, he saw a 
woman passing with an inlant in her arms, wrapt in 
aflonncl blanket. Horowas agleam ofhopc. In an 
instant he was in the atrcot and at horeido. "Ez- 
cnse mo, madam," he begun, at tho same time point- 
ing to the coveted garment, " I wish to buy thia 
blanket" With a look of aorpriae, aho replied, 
" it is not for sale." " I auppoae so," he answered, 
" bat yon moat lot mo have it, and I will tell yon 
why. A number of us wont to honor tho day with 
* salute. We must have flannel for powder bags. 
I cannot get any at the stores, and your blanket ia 
ny only chance. Name your price, and here ia 
yoor money." " Bat I don't wish to sell it," the 
womaa responded. " Besides, it is tiio only one I 
harflf and if I dispose of it, what shall I do for my 
ebfldf' *<0, yon will find something asasubstl- 
toto, no donbt," was the reply. Still she demurred. 
Her patriotism had not risen to that point of boo- 
- rifice. The vision of innoconee robbed of ita cradlo 
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adjunct, and that, too, by maternal consent, was 
not altogether agreeable. Mr. Howland perceived 
that bis case was growing desperate, but ho was 
not tho person to give up while a chance remained. 
" Como," said ho, persuasively, " take this money 
and let me have tho blanket," at the same time 
placing a generous sum ia her band. Whether it 
was sympathy forhia perplexity, or the liberal price 
proffered, or both, that inducncod her deciaion, ia 
unknown. But ahe no longer hesitated. Tiio gar* 
mcDt became his, andhoatcningback with his prize, 
it waa aeon converted into reccptaelea for Bacon- 
ian thunder. The " old awivcl" spoke nobly tho 
praises of freedom — the patriotic acntimont waa 
oft repeated— tho loud huzza " made the welkin 
ring" — and from tlicncoforth tho nation's birth day 
haa been honored with martial pomp and civic dis- 
play. 
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Tho year 1789 waa disUngnisliod by tho fonna- 
tiaa of tho PrOTidonce AaaociatioB of MechnnicB 
mad Mftnnractnrer*. Thii associaUon, whOBO liis- 
-tory for Biity-aoTon years, Imw bcoo idcntifiod with 
the iadastry, economy and popular cducatioa of 
'both town and city, carao into existence at a time 
-vbea " OTOry branch of industry was cramped and 
fettered," and there was neither credit nor money 
-•o etimnlate enterprise. " They eeomcd like tho 
^rcat aposUe to the gentiles, as one bom ont of 
^ae time, yet their appearance, like his, proved the 
-prccMor of many blessings."* They early sought 
"by eorrespondenee, to awaken and organize an in- 
flacnee in every part of the country, that would 
clorato and ennoble the character of mechanic arts, . 
«nd Booire from tho national goremment t needed 
protoction for home industry. 

Within Iho first year of its existence, Mr. How- 
Iftod became a member. Ho entered into its ob> 
Jecti with an earnest spirit, and was early adyano- 
«d to a leading position in its direction. His 
naae is assodatcd with many of its most impor* 
tant oonnittees. He shrank from no labor that 
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tended to extend its uaefulncaa- Bcsidca tho offi- 
cial coiTCspondcncc bearing his sigQaturo, much that 
does not, together with numerous reports, were tho 
products of his pen. Of tho three memorials to 
Congress in behalf of manufactures, emanating 
from tho association, he was the author, and each 
of tlicse were accompanied by a letter from him to 
the members of Congress to whom they were sot' 
erally entrusted. 

Soon after tlio organization of the Federal gOT' 
emment, tlio oxpcdicney of encouraging domestic 
mannfacturos engaged tho attention of statesmen. 
Tbe question was in some measure forced upon 
their notice by tho peculiar condition of tho coun- 
try. " Europe oflbrcd but partial markets to our 
productions, while it closed its commerce to our 
iDarine. The annual raluo of our foreign exports, 
was less in amount than tlie annual raloo of our 
consumption of foreign commodities, and we pot- 
sesscd no collateral sources of wealth tO' com- 
pensate tho doHciency. The government had as- 
sumed a large debt, which subjected it to a heavy 
annual interest. Their expenses were accumulat- 
ing, tho increase of which might be confidently an* 
ticipated ; and tbe prospects of revenue from for- 
eign commerce, or an impoverished people, ^ero 
but gloomy. In those circumstances, the atte» 
tion of our statesmen must have been diroeted to 
internal resources. Yet fVom this quarter could 
be derived little to inspire their hopes. Com. 
morce brought no money into the country;- circu* 
lation was limited and slow; the industry, or labor 
power of tho country was but partially exerted ;. 
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and consequently much wealth lost, that might have 
been created. Without a circulating medium, and 
full employment for industry, revenue must hare / 
been oppressive to tlie people, of diflBcult coUee-y 
tioa to the government, and uncertain in its pro- 
ceeds."* ' 
All this was felt and acknowledged, yet upon a 
remedy leading minds were divided. Mr. Jeffcr* 
son doubted the utility of attempting to build up a 
Bjsiem of American manufactures. He thought a 
better method of increasing the national wealth 
.wonld be to stimulate agriculture, and to exchange 
the products of the soil for the products of Euro- 
pcan workshops — a plan, which, at a later period, 
lie discarded. On the other hand, Mr. Hamilton, 
thongh the avowed loader of the commercial por- 
tion of the community, favored domestic manufac- 
tures. From a higher stand point, he saw that 
^hile this branch of industry harmonized with the 
interests of agriculture and commerce, its success- 
ful establishment would be an important step taken 
to render the country independent of foreign na- 
tions. In 1790, while secretary of the treasury of 
^e United States, he embodied his views in a re- 
port to Congress which has been jusUy pronounced 
« onjB of the most luminous and instructive public 
docnaeats ever produced in this or perhaps in any 

other eonntry." 

To procure statistics and facts for the basis of 
hit report, Mr. Hamilton had issued a <\}rcular call- 
iag upon associations and individuals in every part 
of the eonntry for aid. A copy of this circular 
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was addressed to colonel John S. Dexter, Supervis- 
or of the District of Rhode Island. Knowing Mr. 
Howland*8 habits of inquiry and his familiarity 
with the subject, colonel D. handed hun the circu- 
lar, with a request that he would furnish a reply, 
but ever considerate of the reputation and influ- 
ence of the Mechanics' Association, Mr. Howland 
returned the document, and suggested its reference 
to that body as best fitted to give character to the 
answer. This ho did, accompanying it with a let- 
ter, in which ho says, "I cannot hesitate to whom 
I shall apply for the obtainmcnt of the informa- 
tion requested in the enclosed copy of a letter I 
received a short time since, from the secretary of 
the treasury; for not only as it respects the State 
at largo, but your society in particular, the subject 
must bo considered as interesting." A copy of 
the same circular was also received from Hon. 
Theodore Foster. 

To the request of Mr. Hamilton, the association 
gave ready response. Committees were chosen, 
statistics obtained, and a report prepared, which 
was transmitted to the secretary of the treasury 
through colonel Dexter. The part performed by 
each member of the committee in the work as- 
signed them, docs not appear on record ; but it is 
known that a large amount of the active labor in 
collecting and arranging the statistics devolved on 
Mr. Howland, and there is reason for the belief 
that tho report as finally adopted by the associa-' 
tion, was drafted by him. Intelligent on this sub- 
ject beyond the opportunities of most others, and 
gifted as a << ready writer," such a work was doubt- 
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IcM considered a justifiable tax on hi» time, 
ZlcZs interest in the mecbanical and manufao. 
Ling prosperity of ibe town, disposed hm to po^ 
St M a « labor of Iotc." No one felt mow 
d^ly Uc importance of the object for which 
deeply «hj f- ^ , ^ „o ono believed 
these facts were gatiicroa, anu u 
»ore firmly tiian he, that, to quote his own words, 
rS the character, of our artisans a«d manuf^ 
t«w« the repntotion of our country must stond or 

"ifr. Howland's labors in behalf of "^^f «;" 
wc^ not limited to the transactions of the Me- 
3^i^' Association. In private and in pubhc ho 
^Jlted with his townsmen in moremenU to 
r«r^"g''ts,and advance the prosperity of 

^'ii:cr^ -nr-the pro^t. ^ 

Sluing »«»t»i«««^ ^y governmental favor had 
S^mo weakened. The act of Congress, approved 
iTJ^^! 1 815, providing « additional revenue 
STdSaying tho expense, of government and sup- 
J^rSX public credit, by laying duties on vari- 

Z Zmoi^UAon a committee to drawupa 
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statcmcnti with accompanying resolutions, expres- 
sive of its views, which wore subsequently report- 
cd and adopted. This labor devolved on him. 
The statement sets forth, that in the act referred 
to, ** wo see an evident departure, not only from 
the spirit, but the very letter of the constitution." 
It declares that '' every idea of justice as emanat- 
ing from the equal rights of every profession and 
every occupation, must be abandoned, if these acts 
of Congress should meet the public approbation." 
It encourages a manifestation of " the public sensi- 
sibility," lest silent endurance should be taken ad- 
vantage of, and ultimately the state of society hero 
<'be changed to that of continental Europe, 
where, instead of the farmer, the manufacturer! 
and the merchant, the landlord and the soldier are 
the only prominent and efficient characters." Up- 
on the back of the original document from which 
the foregoing quotations have been made, is this 
endorsement in Mr. Howland's hand-writing: 
''The manufacturers in Philadelphia and other 
places followed our example, in consequence of 
which Mr. Madison recommended a repeal of the 
act, which was done at the next session." 

This subject was also taken up with great spirit 
by the Mechanics' Association. A memorial, one 
of the three before referred to, was drawn up, com- 
plaining of the '< ui\|ust and oppressive operation 
of the laws," and earnestly soliciting Congress to 
repeal them, as the only remedy for the evils they 
liad engendered. It was placed in the hands of 
Hon. James B. Mason, a representative from Rhode 
lalandi with the following letter, which, with three 
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others, arc published as essential to complete the 

narratiro : 

FROTiDBXCBy Deeember 9tb« 1815. 

Sn >-The Proridenoe Assoeialkm of Mochanics and 
llairafiMtoftrt eonfidt io jcmr care their memorial and 
petttioa io Coiigreif, requesting jou to present it to the 
Bonse of Bepresentatirei as soon as eonvenient aAer 70a 
take yoor pUiee therein. 

Ton will not soppose, Sir^ that our views are acoom* 
plished in troubling 700 with this service. We are readj 
to make hif^er demands on your politenessi fricndshipt 
and patriotism. If your views of the subject of com* 
plaint should accord with those of the association, which 
we woaU not doubt, we have to solicit the exertions and 
influence of yourself and of your honorable colleague in 
its prograss through the House, or with the committee to 
whom it may be referred. To those members of Con* 
gross who may have paid little attention to the subjecty 
some of the allegations in the memorial may appear over- 
diaiged. But il is believed that stubborn facU will war* 
imnt the utmost limit of their expression. On the dbscu^ 
rity of the law« and the contradictory instructions of the 
treasury department, we may adduce the fact, that tlie col^ 
looting officer of this district has already received seventeen 
different sets of instructions relative to his duty in execut- 
ing the law, and for the government of those who are sub- 
jected to their intolerable grievance. We presume your 
knowledge of the details of these hardships and vexations, 
renders it unnecessary to add anything further on this 
bead ; but we have one favor more to ask. If, in the 
course of the session, you can make it convenient to inform 
us of the progress or standing of this business, (or the sat- 
isflietioo of our committee, you will lay us under an addi- 
tiooal oUigatMn, which will be ever respectfully acknow- 
Miged. JOHN HOWLAND, 

Secretary Providence Association, ftc 

UWm Jambo B. MasoVy Bepresentative in Congress. 
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Mr. Mason to Mr, Howl and. 

Washington, Feb, 2, 1816, 

Dear Sir :— The Committee of Finance, in their report 
offered a resolution to the House repealing the tax on ar« 
tides of domestic manufacture, on the 18tb day of April 
next This resolution was agreed to in a committee of the 
whole, concurred in the House, and a bill brought in ao« 
cordingly ; but on its passage to a tUrd reading, it was so 
amended as that the repeal is to take effect from and after 
the passing of the bill^-and so amended, it passed to be 
engrossed for a third reading. I have no doubt but the 
Senate will concur. This oppressive burden may then be 
considered as removed, as soon as tlie bill shall pass both 
Houses, and receive the signature of the President I con- 
gratulate all who have suffered under its pressure. The 
committee of the whole this day agreed to report a resolu- 
tk>n to the House fixing the direct tax at 83,000,000. 

I am, sir, respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

JAMES B. MASON. 
Joint HowxAKD, Esq. 

Several days before tho foregoing letter was re* 
ccived, Mr. Howland wroto again as follows : 

Mb. Howlakd to Mb. Masok. 

Pbovidekcb, Jan. 80, 1816. 

Sir >— No mention having been made in the Congress- 
ional proceedings, as published in the papers, of the me* 
morial and petition of the Providence Association of Me* 
chanics and Manu&cturers, has occasioned a solicitude 
among many of our members respecting the course it has 
taken. Inquiries are frequently made, to what committee 
was it referred ? Was it referred to the committee of 
Commerce and Manufactures, or to that of Ways and 
Means ? Being unable to satisfy them on these points. 
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except by staking my own conjectures nnd suppositions as 
Z^ItLa. afurso. if you would scixc a leisure momen^ 
iXi-IiboaW be«limdf«« "«• cmtom-- 
iX«d ««eo«»ittee »d other mwnber. «ter«l«l. 
!;3 Ambtk- fed »d «k«owled8e U.e obbfilK-. 

IRth Ugh respect and regard, 

Yo«r obedient servant, 

JOHN HOWLAND. 

nm. JAins B. UAMir, „ ^. _ 

]l«pn.eBlaliT« in CongreH, Washington. 

Ibu ILuoH TO Ma. HowtAHD. 

Wahuhotom, FeJ). 6, lolfc 

n-r Kr >-I hare received your letter of the 80th iilu 
1 i^a» honor of piesenUng the memorial and petition 
JX^^enc. AsK^i-ion of Mech«.i» and ^ 
2ct««,.eotb. second day after takmg my .eat Itw« 
S!rf to the committee of Way. and Means. Their 

^^iXuse oo thk object wa. favo«b>- ^ »f 
Sll~rte addim yo« • few day. since, in which I fa. 

JlinLrfwhThi been done fa the House mrete- 

'^hSLob SatMday tart, igi^ to the report of 
JS:S2.f the whole, ilxfag «!« direct t«j^ 
2i~S-«d.y,a motion wa. »«le to ieco«»d«. 
!«2lo.«»dthe«iloect b now agefa under debate. I 
SiTltVSl agafa be .ettled at three milUo-.althoiigh 

• «ha Mrioritr win be onalL 

^^ I an, rir, irith Ugh respect. 

Tour obedient Mrvnat, 

JAMES S. MASON. 

Jom HowLAais E.4* 

Th« teriff amstton Trhich agitated tho oouotry 
. - .^. 4.V.- im bT the Mechwiics' A»so. 
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ciation, at their annual meeting, April 11th of that 
year, and referred to a committee, of which Mr. 
Howland was chairman. At tho next meeting tho 
committeo roportod a declaration ** rolativo to tho 
importance of increasing tho duties on the impor* 
tation of foreign manufactures/' which was unan- 
imously adopted, and a copy, signed by the presi- 
dent and secretary, was directed to be transmitted 
to each of tho senators and representatives in Con- 
gress, with a request that it should bo laid before 
that body. This ^ declaration " was drawn up by 
Mr. Howland. It set forth the claims of manufac- 
turing and mechanical interest^ to adequate pro- 
tection, and tho full confidence expressed by Wash- 
ington tliat such would be the course of ^he na- 
tional legislature. It adverted to the distress that 
had fallen on manufacturers, and had '< reached the 
whole of our commercial and agricultural commu- 
nity," in consequence of a departure from this prin- 
ciple, and concluded by affirming that " if Congress 
should any longer delay to recur to the principles 
and practice of the framers of our govemmenty tho 
result would prove too calamitous and absorbing 
to be contemplated by any one who feels the value 
of a peaceful enjoyment of our social privileges." 

According to direction, this declaration was for- 
warded to Hon. Joseph L. Tillinghast, accompanied 
by a letter from Mr. Howland. It is much to be 
regretted that this letter, of which no copy was 
preserved, has shared the fate of other valuable 
correspondence. It would doubtless have present- 
ed his matured thoughts on a topic which then 
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dirided the opinions of legislators and statosmeD, 
and shown irithvbiit Btoad&stneis, through all the 
matations of parUes, he had adhered to the pHnci- 
pies incnlcatcd by Washington and Hamilton. In 
reference to this letter, ilt. Tillinghast, irriting to 
a friend on the feeling prevalent in Congress, and 
the probable coarse of action, says, "Toll my good 
friend Mr. Ho viand, when yon see him, that I fully 
intended to write him a reply. to his czccllont let- 
ter, fall of wisdom and historical tmUi, which ao- 
eompanied the memorial of the Mechanics' Asso- 
datkm, bat I was so situated at the timo that I 
was obliged to content myself with doing hero the 
thing that he desired shonld be dono. I had the . 
memorial received by tiie Honsc, and printed in 
the Intolligcncor." Wo close this account, with 
the following extracts of a letter relating to early 
maaafiuitQres, written by Ur. Howland, in the 
Hine^-first year of bis age : 

To EusHA Dteb, Esq. 

Pbotiduci, March, 1848. 
DearSiri — ^Toa will perctire that in tbeftddreude- 
livend befim the Auodation, Z ipoke of tba fint eaUb- 
liakment and tba gradiud pngreM of the maaufaclurcc (^ 
tba eattam eirioniea. Tbe maoidacturaa than mentioned, 
ware tboae Beeaauu7 br the eooilbrt of a poor people, 
ssttled fai Ihamldanieafof aeold and inboapitable climate. 
Bat yon reqaait an aeeoont of the origb and prograaa of 
the manobetare «f eettoa, which has now attained anch 
paCselfcb Doobtlass the book in your poiaaarion, writ* 
tea fcj, I aaaaet neoUeet who, and which I have never 
iwif win taU yea that Samaol Slatar erected the first 
eettea mSO, mend fey water power. In the United States t 
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and that Slater, hoving married a daughterof Omiel WU- 
kinson, of Pawlucket, the enterprising memben of that 
fnmily joined him in erecting aevenil other mllU, imptOTed 
grealiy from the firsU To these firet cotton milU, stran. 
gera were not ndmittcd. Tho doors were kept closed, lest 
the secret of their construction should become public, and 
others be erected. 

Tho lint mill erected independent ot the Slater concern, 
I believe vaa by William Potter. Ho was a carpenter 
by trade, and had for a short time worked in Slater's mUI. 
Most of the water power hereabouts, was occupied by grist 
or saw mills. Potter, not being able to purehuH) one of 
them, bought a piece of land niljoining the little brook 
whicli runs out of JIashapnug pond. Here be built his 
mill, hut as he was iwsurctl that the pond or brook would 
not furnish suJIicient water during tlic twenty-four hours, 
he built a dam at the outlet of Iho pond, wilh a gate, to be 
closed at night lo prcTcnt tlio waste of water during tliat 
•eoson, and had tho full pond for the supply of hia watar- 
wheel tlie next morning. 

For several yean after tlic erection of the cotlon mills, 
they only fumislicd tho yam. Weaving by water power 
had not then been invented. But this, perhaps, was ibe 
best and most profitiiblo ago of the cotlon business. The 
yam met a full demand and sale at a high price. Ilun. 
drcd* of new looms were built, and these, with the old ones, 
wero used in dircrent families who wove the ynm, soU 
tho doth to shop-keepers, and bought more yarn with the 
money. Someof Uio mills hired some old women lo weave 
the yam, for which they paid at first two-and-«ixpcnco a 
yard. These operations fomishcd a useful and profitable 
employment to hundreds of families through tbe country, 
and during the«) operaliona the Slater and other oiU 
owners, accumulated immense fortune*. 

The manufacturers, both in Enghmd as well as in thU 
eoanli7,.wflre endeavoring to discover a mode of wearing 



184 LIFS AND BX0OLLX0TION8 

b7 water power. At length it was discovered. TheoM 
looms wew abandoned, and the weavers left to starve-— 
This reduced the price of cotton shirting from fifty cents 
a yard to the present prices. The discovery of this new 
power is claimed by England, but improvcmenU on it have 
been made in America, which have since been adopted in 
Europe. Many persons, on viewing its simple operations, 
have expressed a wonder why it was not known when the 
spmdles were first in use. But it is in harmony with 
the divine wisdom and goodness, which overrules all things, 
that knowledge should be progressive. This extends to 
all the sciences with which we are aoquidnted, as well as 
to manufiM^ures and the useful arts. The progress and 
increase of human knowledge does not move in masses-— 
An individual may arrive at great perfection in one art, to 
which he has given his attention, and yet be ignorant and 
fiK>lish in everything else. 

You doubtless know tlie Lyman mill, on the river which 
passes through OUieyville. It had five or six owners, men 
of good sense. They had heard that a discovery had been 
made in England of weaving by water power, when an 
Englishman told them ho knew the secret. Tbey employ- 
ed him to introduce it into their miU, at a high price. He 
went to work. They paid for the materials, and watched 
his movements with attention; but month after month 
passed, and it never was accomplished. They drove the 
man off, and threw hb lumber away, after a. loss of more 
than $1000, and continued to empk>y Ann Axd, and the 
other old women, to weave with the old looms. But the 
prioe was reduced from twoHuid-sixpcnce to two shillings 
a yard. After a while the secret was out; the power- 
looms weie invented ; the mills were multiplied ; and the 
price wentdowB to the present rate, so that we might com- 
pete with the manufacturers of Manchester. • . • • • 
I never was a manufiicturer, or ever had any personal in- 
Menu in maaufiictares, but still it has been my destiny 
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to have spoken ipd written volumes in favor of their pro- 
tection. ..... But I have said enough, and hope 

you, my dear sir, will be able to read my now broken hand, 
on which old ago has done its duty. 

With great regard, yours, &c., 

JOHN HOWLAND. 

In 1805, Mr. Howland was chosen secretary of 
tho association, the duties of which office ho faith- 
fully discharged for a period of eighteen years. In 
1823, bo was chosen vico president, and in 1824, 
president of tho association. 

By an early arrangement, lectures wore deliver* 
pd beforo tho association at its quarterly meetings. 
Tho first was read by Isaac Greenwood, and the 
second Jan. 14, 1799, by Mr. Howland. In this 
lecture, which was published, he reviewed briefly 
the progress of manufactures and tho mechanic arts 
in foreign countries, their condition in our own, 
and concluded with an. appeal in behalf of public 
schools, a subject that had long engaged his thoughts, 
and that received tho undivided sympathy of his 
brother mechanics. 

In 1810, he delivored a public address before s 
numerous audience, on the anniversary of tho 
choice of officers. In this performance ho ingeni- 
ously combats the idea inculcated by some writers, 
that in importance agriculture takes precedence of 
all other occupations. He repudiates the doctrine 
that arts, manufactures and commerce are entitled 
to encouragement and protection only as tho hand, 
maids of agriculturo, and cites ^ tho savages of the 
western wilderness" as a class who *' could teach. 
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u better than this/' " Do we mean by this," ho 
continues, "to say that the mechanic ranks above 
the fanner? We certoinly do not We contend 
for no such superiority ; for in this we declare there 
is no first or second place." Advocating the mu- 
tnal dependence of the various occupations and pro- 
fessions, he thus proceeds : 

«• If the mechanic arU struck into existence the first 
•park which aiuroined the dark and dreary night of the 
savage state, they arc no less useful in aiding the progress 
of dvairation. Philosophy and literature arc indebted to 
the mechanic arts for tlieir high iroprovcroents and present 
state of perfection. In accompanying philosophy in her 
sublime researches, they, like the wedded pair, are bound 
to promote each other's welfare till death shall separate 
them; !*«•, indeed, there is this difference, that the death 
of one is tlie death of the other. 

•* Strike the type-founder, the printer and the manufac- 
turers of paper and parchment, out of the system, and 
what would become of the republic of letters ? ...... 

Could Newton, a name which none can pronounce without 
the deepest veneration, have poured such a flood of light 
into the regions of science, without the help of the me- 
chanic arts ? Could Franklin Imve extracted the electric 
fluid from the clouds, if the paper maker and the roanufao- 
tnrcr of cordage had not fumbhed the materials for his 
kite? CouU Rittenliouse, with all his skill in astronomy, 
bave constructed the orrery which has placed him among 
the sons of fame, had he not served an apprenticeship to a 
cabinet maker ? Could Bulfinch, with all hU theory of ar- 
chitecittie, bave placed the superb State House on Beacon 
Hill, if the mason and the carpenter bad not been there? 
Withdraw the axe, the hammer and the saw from tlie ship- 
yard, and where wouM you took for the eommeroe of the 
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** Let not this be represented as a partial view of the 
subjecL With pleasure, and I may add with gratitude, 
wo acknowledge the mutual obligations we are under. 
Allied to every thing that is of high estimation, we will 
support that rank which so evidently belongs to us ; but 
let us at the same time consider, that the improved state 
of the mechanic arts and of manufactures is derived from 
improvements in experimental philosophy, and from scien- 
tific men — ^from the increased and still increasing light 
drawn from the schools, from academics and from univer- 
sities — ^from commerce, which brings to every country 
blessed with a free trade, the inventions, the arts, and the 
improvements of every other. The mechanic and the 
manufacturer have ever felt the sympathies of relationship. 
In many things they arc identified, in all things connected. 
What branch of manufactures can bo e8tablii«hed without 
the aid of the mechanic? And there is none which can pro- 
ceed a step in its course without hb support Like the 
various ducts of the animal system in which the fluids of 
life are conveyed, and without which they would be but a 
congealed mass, the mechanic arts are the channels 
through which life and activity are conveyed to the most 
productive manufacture. Whot tliough there may be some 
who from inattention do not acknowledge this ? Their inat- 
tention to this unavoidable connection no more operates upon 
the fact, than did the ignorance of the worid respecting 
that vital principle, the circulation of the blood, before it 
was discovered and published by Harvey. 

*• CivU society, the cement of which is the moral virtues, 
must, like a superb and stately edifice, be built up and 
constructed with various paru and of divers materials, 
' fitly joined together.* The mechanic and manufacturer, 
.the farmer, the merchant, the professors of the liberal and 
of the fine arts, all essentially contribute to form that 
improved state of society, which alone can render our con- 
dition comfortable and pleasing, and from which our ra^ 
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"1, wu . .»• •"'1 bcnevolcn. toiS" '' <^' I'«"r 
,bkb,lnpn..Laingforour mo.».l w»n,., .1,™ l.«s W «. 

™ rf.„ n«r». e«n,pL If ,te,. .taU l,.v. U=» 

^,^r.»k » to »y ho .» «.Jo' "0 ""'S""" » ; 

teach bim hie delusion." 

I„ 1818, ho .K«m .ocoplod «» i»til«lioi> W od- 
drc. lie UBOCiaUon, il. .™ivcr..rjr bcmg hcW in 
S. " Tin Top" moctine l>o«.c. TU.s addrcs, liko 
iU prodcccor., «Ui . becoming espt.l dc oorp., 
p,y» > glowing iribnto » tUc modmnic arts. 

™,. .h. un.n. »d »ia..,or of d,. »«h, w,„, p^b^lj, 
" HLir. » provide Ito comfort. lUid convenience of life , 
LdTb. in.;ir.Uon of .he Dei,,, -l.ieU «r.. nroved open 
". lie. of .bo deep .nd broog.,. d,e world ,o» bo,„g, d. 
Zm U. elTorbi » .burin .ben. Ihrongb U.. ».«. of "^ 
Tl^ij lb. i..«nm«.u «f ta.b.ndr„ ».d Ur. fo.1- 
STrfS^L noi being .n.irel, ...ingni-bcd b, .-«.- 
gLton, be w» ».vrf U, bnUd » idler for .«nlle. or 
oblation. 



" Of tli0 pro{[rui mods In (ho msehanio Ktt, In Iha flrit 
agoa of th« world, tiUtot^ and tradition aiford but littla 
ligliL Men, who iubsistcd in the postoml 8t.iCc, and when 
the head of eoeh fnmily vos the sovereign of his own littlo 
commonweal ih, could have no inducement to carry them 
to any cDnsidcralilo degree of perfection. Wlicn the pos- 
terity of Jacob were called to be a nation, chosen and se- 
lected lo renew, or to perpetuate the knowledge and wor- 
ship of the one true God, the knoirledgo of the arts waa 
communiealed lo them by immediate inspiration. In the 
sirueluro of the labernnclc, and in ihc uplcndid costume of 
Aaron, the perfection of arts and mnnuracturc were exhib- 
ited lo the astonished tribes. That Being whom we adore 
OS the perfection of wisdom, condescended to eommunleatc, 
by his own spirit, to the favored son of Uri, " wisdom, and 
understanding, and knowledge, in all manner of workman- 
Bliip." Consecrated and vencrabla are the aru I May thtj 
never be prostituted by any member of this association to 
purposes of impiety or dishonor. Tlio dignity and honor 
of professions which thus elolm oflinity wJlh the first sourco 
of iniclligcnco, should never bs impaired in the bonds of 
their professors." 

** Tho most glorious conquests havo been achioTcd by 
the aid of the mechanic arts ! Not the eontiuests of tho 
warrior — but tho victories which have been obtained over 
the disorders and depravity of the human mind. Contcm- 
ploto for a moment, tho degraded sliiie of our remote on- 
cestors, when afllieled by the military despotism of rival 
chiefs. Wlien first broke tho long established power of 
feudal servitude, and raised them from the degraded char- 
acter of soldiers and vassals lo the rank of freolioldcrs and 
cilizcns 7 Tho incorporation of mechanics' societies, in tho 
reign of Riclinrd I, was the first regular approach wliicli 
was made ; and arts, manufactures and commerce, siimulat- 
ing the ardor of inquiry, have caused a now creation to 
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uiBtf in which we, their more faTored chOdreiii ei\joj 
peace, liberfy, and safe! j. 

* These are the triumphs which we this day celebrate. 
These were not achieved bj sudden revolutions ; but every 
generation through the descent of several ccnturicsy con- 
IribatiBd its part to the gradual improvement Every effort 
to enlighten and restore men to the enjoyment of those 
privileges which divine goodness has appointed as the 
means of far greater blessings, wiU acquire new energy 
from the consdoosness that we are acting in accordance 
with the Supreme will, for the promotion of human happi- 
ness. Let every consideration then— let every view of a 
subject so connected and allied to every thing which is 
great and honorable, lead you to prize the faculties you 
possess as consecrated to truth and virtue. In this your 
individual interest and much of your private happiness do- 
pends. 

** Tou have seen that the mechanic arts are the auxili- 
aries of religion, of civil liberty, and of universal peace ; 
and that they are intimately connected with all the com- 
finis of the social state. With the characters of our arti- 
sans and manufacturers, the reputation of our country must 
•UmdorfalL* 

Tracing tho progress of the acts from their in- 
ikacy among all nations, and adverting to the events 
of the past twenty years, as calculated to ^ acceler- 
ate the progress of civilization," tho address closes 
M follows : 

** Commerce and the arts are now opening an amicable 
intereonrse between all countries, and assimilating tho 
flumners, feelings and languages of all nations. Men will 
be faidneed to regard each oUier as brethren and friends. 

^ The system of Providence which appears in unfolding 
tliese events, is evinced to be the best possible system to 
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produce the happiness of man. This « a subject on which 
benevolence am dwcU with delight. The p««pect opens 
and expands before us. It reaches bojond the confines of 
ttu eonunent, and is not limited by the immem>e breadth 
•f the ocean. *»««. 

And the wido world approre* Um bleit dMign." 

#•..1"^^ '^' '^ "^^ "^"""^ ^P^ *" " delight. 
ful as they are consolatory. Reason and true phUosophy 
«« gradually assuming their cmpi™ in the human mfnd. 
In evorjr advance ihcj make in the control of the human 
wiU, the assaulta of passion will be subdued bv the gentle 

TL ^"^"^ "®^''°"' '»'" '^^ ^^ 'hades of evil 
ehaU be erased fix>m tlie moral picture,' and the divine and 
univenal system appear." 

This address evinces extensive research and 
thorough familiaritj with tho topics discussed. It 
was published bj request, and received with more 
ttan usual popular favor. Besides the customary 
Toto of thank,, the association presented the orl 
tor with a silver pitcher, bearing the following in- 
scnption : *» 

yielded to the request of tho association, and ad- 
dressed tiiem on tho occasion of opening their new 
hall, in tho Franklin building. This diSourso^ 
appropriately devoted to a review of tho historv 
and progress of tho institution. Ho described 
ttie deprossing circnmfltances" under which Bhode 
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Island labored proriouslj to adopting the constitn* 
tion, and tho part takon by tho association in its 
oorrespondenco with other mechanic bodies to es- 
tablish a bond of union. The early position of the 
association, and the influence it exerted in faror of 
manufactureSi is thus stated : 

^Mbre than thirty years ago, long before any other indi- 
Tiduals or public bodies awoke to a sense of the public 
interest ; when the manufactures of our country were in 
their in&nqr and in a state of orphanage ; when our supply 
of the most simple yet necessary articles depended on im* 
portations from Europe ; this association nuscd its voice 
and called on the mechanics and manufacturers from the 
district of Maine on the east» to Norfolk and Baltimore in 
the west and the south, to join with us in calling the at- 
tentaoQ of the nation to the promotion of American manu- 
fiictnres. The first movement in the city of New York 
towards this great object, was in consequence of a letter 
written by my venerable friend, our late president, Wil* 
liam Richmond, Esq., addressed to the mechanics in that 
city, in the name of our association. In consequence of 
this letter, a meeting was called in that city, and the first 
step taken by them was an application to their Legisla- 
tore for an act of incorporation, that they might feel and 
know their strength and influence in the great mass of the 
population. They obtained a charter, but from the jeal* 
onsy and ignorance of the great land proprietors, it was 
dogged with absurd limitations and restrictions which ob* 
stmcted their proceedings. The seed we had sown by our 
correspondenoe through the continent, our publications in 
the Gasettes, and by our public orations, seemed for a 
time to be lost ; but we were confldent it would eventually 
spring up and yield an abundant harvest For several 
yean we travelled almost alone on this great highway of 
tkiaatfaa» Those we met, if thqr did not directly oppose 
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our passage, treated us as visionaries, but suffered us to 
pass on. 

^At length, the times and the circumstances have 
changed. American manufactures and the proper estima* 
tion of improvements and perfection in the mechanic arts 
are now the theme of every public joumaL The halls of 
Congress have resounded with eloquent culogiums; and it 
is deemed an important inquiry on the election of a mem- 
ber of that body, and even on the choice of the president 
of the United States — ^is he a friend to domestic manufac- 
tures? 

''Thus, from tho first small sparks which were struck 
by the Providence Association, a liglit and u flame have 
proceeded and increased, till the whole northern continent 
of America is illuminated, and rejoices in its splendor." 

In 1830, having for six years presided over the 
association, Mr. Howland, at the ago of seventy- 
three, retired from office. At the annual meeting, 
previous to proceeding to tho election of officers, 
he rose and declining being considered a candidate 
for re-election, took his official leave in the follow- 
ing words : 

Gbktlbxen of xnifi Association: 

"That union and harmony Imvc subsisted among the 
members of this association, during more tluin forty years 
from its oipinization, is evinced by the foct that none of 
its presiding ofiicers have been removed or left out, by any 
opposiUon vote of the members. In every instance, the 
president, when reUring from office, has, of his own choice, 
declined a new nomination. This circumstance is men- 
tioned as honorable to the character of the institution, «nd 
proving that local or party feelmgs have not been suffered 
to operate here. Friendship and mutual confidence sub- 
sisting among our members for so many years, has estab- 
«••-«'--» the character of the society for prudence and dis- 
17 
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g our fellow citiieni at large, and giYon to 
the DMcIuuiicH and nunufacturen oomposiag Out bodj, an 
derated itanding In the commanitj. 

" No longer a candidate for nwilection, I deem this » 
proper tune to acknowledge, which I do with Teelingi of 
■gratitode and high respect, the repeated proofs of jour 
eocifidenee and good will, which I have received fer more 
than Iwentj'^Te jean past, in th« various ofDces of cbair> 
man of the select committee, of secretaiy of the associa- 
tioB, of rice president, and for the last six jean aa presU 
dent of the iodetj. In these sereral stations, I have 
kept in new the great and laudable pUTposcs for which 
we at first associated, and have endeaTored, as far as mj 
ezertiooi and influence eould extend, to promote homenj 
and friendship among us, and to discourage everj approach 
towards paitf excitement If, in onj inslanee, mj mo- 
tive! hava been misnndcratood, and anj Individual maj 
have felt himself aggrieved or offimded, ho maj be assur- 
ed it was without design on my part, and that I should 
deeply regret such an iraprosioa being made on th« mind 
of anj one of our members. 

Ton, gentlemen, wiO roceive mj hearty Ibanka for tho 
genenl deotvnm and good order, and especially for the 
deftnnce joa have paid to the Chair during the time I 
have ooenpied it, and I have no doubt that my successor 
wiD receive from yon the same marks of respect, which 
will peatly tend to focilitale the proper disdiarge of his 
imtf to his own as well aa to your satisfaction." 

Oa his rotlring from tho hull, a vote na passed, 
•Utanking bim "for his long and foithful sorvicea." 
This TOto was connnonicated to him, aocompaniod 
witit tiie foUoiriiig note : 

PBOTIDEMCK, April li, 18S0. 
Dear Sir »— By a HMdve of tbo Providenoe AasodBtion 
•sTMsahaalos md UsnaAMtann. passed tt their last an- 
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nual meeting, it was mode my duty, (and I osiun you, 
sir, it is no less a privilege,) to furnish you with the vole 
of that body hereto prefixed, expressive of their sense of 
theecrviceo rendered by you during many yeors of your 
past life And permit mo to express a hope that, in the 
deeUno of life, the interests of our association will still 
claim your earnest solicitude. 

Itcfpcetfully yours, 
SAKIUEL W. WHEELEB, Secretary. 
foax H0W1.AHD, Esq. 

To tbia communication Mr. Howland replied in 
the following terms : 

PnoviDENCE, April U, 1830. 
Dear Sir: — I Imve received your communication, with 
the resolution passed at llio annual mecling of the asso- 
ciation, in approbation of my »cr>-icca as a member and 
officer of the society, and if anything could odd to the ligli 
•atisioction derived from this testimony of lite approbation 
of the association, with wbicli I have been connected dur- 
ing tlie grcalcfll part of my life, it would be felt and wit- 
nessed in the friendly ond feeling terms of your note com- 
municating the some. 

Accept, iir, every ptedge which a grateful heart can 
offer, that through the decline of life, even to its ultimate 
period, " the interests of tho association will cbiim my 
earnest solicitude." 

With great respect and regaid, yours, 

JOHN IIOWLAXD. 
Mb. Sajiusl 17. Wbeeled, Secretary. 

This pledge waa-faitUfiilly redeemed, and hia un- 
abated iotoreat in the prosperity of the associa- 
tion ia evinced by tho fact, that up to 1850, when 
in his niacty-third year, ho lad been present at 
ever; anaoal meeting; 
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Mr. Ilowland's odicial position opened to him a 
pleasant acquaintaDCC with tlio most prominent 
Boston mechanics. With colonel Paul Revere, 
their acknowledged leader, bo formed an intimacy, 
rendered mutually agreeable by similarity of tastes 
and opinions ; and whenorer he spent a night in 
Proridcnco ho was invariably the guest of ^ friend 
Howland.*' Tliese visits, though unfrequent, were 
anticipated by both with interest, and were reniem- 
1>ered as among tlie choice enjoyments of tho past 
Once, during tho life time of Revere, in company 
with a friend, Mr. Ilowland attended the trien- 
nial festival of tho Boston Mechanics* Associa- 
tion. They wero received with great respect 
and hospitality. ^The company," says Mr. IT., 
" met at the old Exchange Coflce House, where 
I was introduced to governor Oore, and other 
distinguished gentlemen. Tho governor wore a 
cocked hat on the occasion. Rcvero was of me- 
dium size, dark complexion, and had a French 
physiognomy. His influence with the mechanics 
was almost unbounded, especially at tho north end." 
To tho dinner succeeded sentiments and speeches. 
Wlien his friend, as an official representative of the 
Providonco nieclianics, was called upon, ho felt 
slightly embarrassed. The call was unexpected, 
and ho had neither speecli premeditated, nor senti- 
ment prepared, to meet it. In this dilemma, Mr. 
H. came to his aid. With his accustomed fore- 
thoog^ti ho had, before leaving home, written two 
toasts, one of which ho passed unobserved to his 
perplexed associate, who thus relieved, rose, and 
witk ft few pre&tory remarks, presented it. 
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• fJTTr """l y'^"*^^ P'''''^'^ ^^^y attractions 
for Mr. Uowland The remains of the breastworks 

Heights, callmg up tho forms of Warren, Putnam 
i'":T ;;^^Washington, bad not yet been dt' 

1 S?ii ri' ^''t"« ^^^* of improvement. bZ 
eon ail had not wholly disappeared, and tho Han- 
cock Mansion, with its ample grounds, stood apart 
with the dignity of early days, overlooking^ 
noble "common," with its famous elm, beneaUi 
whose outspreading branches secret conclaves met, 
and Hutchinson and Oliver were denounced. The 
old Province House, with its cupola and Indian 
weather vane, retained something of the aristocratic 
air which distinguished its palmy days. Tho old 
State House still guarded tho entrance to -Kinir 

IZI\ ""' "'u''' ^^"^ ^'^^^ ^^ P^^"o*« flowed bo. 
neath its walls. Faneuil Hall, the -cradle of lib^ 

crty, where he attended a political meeting, had ' 
lost none of the interest with which it was invest- 
ed when Its generous donor gracefully surrendered 
Ion .^.^/^^^ Miyor Melville, . 

hi 1?" .f '^' '""'^'^ '^^^'^ ^^» yot alive 
hale, active, adhering to tho costume of a former 

century and full of anecdote of tho -tea party" 

in which ho participated. And then there was his 

hospitable host, the associate of Warren, Han^ 

cock and Adams, in resisting the tyranny of Gaw, 

and a witness of tho assault at Lexington. WUt 

eigoyment might ho not expect in tho society of one 

eonversant, from the beginning, with every move- 

mont of the revolutionary party, and whoso carrica. 
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°r'lr.r « b"«"e.. de».gop.e.l Wbo 
rat"" Je"i. . .re.t.or ^--'-r. 

„"Z«donll.l meneuser. Ho lodged i. the 
t^rwbieh».ey member. ''"•/«'7°''»^»: 
iTUrded. One oreniog,. «"»''" of '"^oRon^ 
S''!rt»tod «o«»d lb. fire, were con»er..ng on 
Sn^tg^rbjeetoftod.,. Tbe, gcnerll. 
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expressed ilio opinion that tho next arriral from 
England would bring novs of tho repeal of the ob< 
noxiona acta then complained of. Governor IIop* 
Itins, vho Toe walking the floor, and had not joined 
in tho coQveraation, stopped, and lacing the com- 
pany said, 'Gentlemen, those of jou who indulge 
thia opinion, I think dcceivo youriiolrca. Powder 
and ball will decide thia question. Tho gun and 
bayonet alone will finish tho contest in which wo 
are engaged, and any of you who cannot'bnngyour 
minds to this mode of ai^uating the question, hod 
better retire in time, as it will not, perhaps, bo in 
your power, after the first blood shall hare been 
ihcd.' Colonel Revere stated that thia speceh liad 
a most thrilling eflcet, and coming from one of tho 
oldest mcmbcra present, appeared to bo deeply 
pondered. Tliia was the first timo ho had 
aoen or heard governor Hopkins speak, and bo 
over afterwards tliought him one of our greatest 
men. Governor Ilopkins was willing tho worst 
should bo known, and was ready to meet tho 
event" 

With his personal and political friend, Hod. 
Richard Jackson, Jr., Mr, Ilowland froquontly la* 
torcbangfld oouununicatloni wlilto that gODtloman 
was a roprosotitfttlvo In CongroM.* All that ro* 

• lion. lUtluml JMkfMjr., Awn lili borliood, In PiotIiUbm, la 
whkh lawn lie wu hom, Jn\f 3, 1741, wm mnirhablo (ot hli fnW 
praeliMl oommon lenw, Al llw n>minDncom«ni nf itM nroluUoK* 
■rr wu, hi* fftilior rcmoTcillo rommi, Ci., whore be kidkIiwI nntU 
tbe pout or 17S1. floon ttui hi* mum to kli niiiro place, bo en* 
gngod lo mercanlllo buitne**, Mul WM long MtocUinl In Ihaenicik 
prlilng Ann ot Butter, IVhealon t, Jarkion. In 1800, he wm * priD' 
dp*! n>nnilcrorilie l'roTldcnM>VMhlngtonIn*ar>neeCoinp(inj,aiid 
fMinlUGOiDmeBcciiKDliintUhl*<lHlli,apcriodof Ihlrt^-olgblTMn, 
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mains of tbcir eorrespondcnco is the subjoined briet 
and fiuniliar letters, written by the former, advert- 
ing to tho embargo, the contemplated mediation of 
Russia, and the offer of the British government to 
negotiate peace. This loss has doubtless buried 
in oblivion many interesting details of political 
speculations and action, in which both participated, 
and of which, it may be supposed, they kept each 
other informed. 

WAsnofOTOif, December 8d, 1808. 

Jonx HowLAKD, Esq ; 

Dear Sir >-8inee my arrival here, I have forwarded 
jou some doenments, newipapera, &C., and sliall continue 
to do the same during the session, for the information of 
joorself and customers. And all I demand in return is, 
that you once in a while, when you have IctsurCf write mo 
a letter, and give some aooount of our town domestic af- 
lairs, and soch other information as you may think will bo 
useful and pleasing lo me. Party runs high here, and 
what the final result of our legislation will be, no mortal 
can teO. In respect to the embaigo system, the adminis- 
tration still cling to it. Tlio Senate, yesterday, decided 
against a repeal, twenQr-five to six, as you will see by tlic 
endoeed paper. Bui if the embargo is to continue on, 
there caaaoi be any business done this session, for every 
day there will be motions for its repeal, and petitions pre* 
•enting continually, so that it will be one continual scene 



he was flM fwesldent. He was a member of tho General AMemblf , 
aad was retaraed to tlM OongreM of the United States as a repretcn* 
tathey tnm 1S08 to 1S13. Ha planned tha sreat bridaa in flront of 
Ma aSlea, waidi was baiU andor bis intpectlon, as tha chainnaa of 
tka coo M P ttt a s , For auii^ rears he was the moderator of the pablic 
I of the towB. la bis pablle stations, as In prlrata HA), bo 
IbrtalQKrHraBdtbolkltbftildischari^ordntjr. Hado- 
Iffsflmil^ ISM^ al the age of stTSB^-roar jiMs. 
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«o our old neighbor, NiCoU. W^o^^J ^^^^ 
I am. wpcclfuUj, your friend, 

B. JACKSON, J«. 

T« TT "^^'^'""'"O''. Apra 11th, 1810. 

Dear Sir :— Your esteemed favor «f ,1. «, 
camo .0 hand « few day, sTnl Tw^ '^' ^^"» "'"■°«» 
w„ ,:„ ,""*» verjr acceptable. 

upon I ho present Kcsslnn .„ ."*=". «»nscqucnce to act 

« ^^-rcLZ7lZZ:iTT1'^''''''^<^-' One 
" dUbandmg wha , fcH ^^ '^'"'««'-' ««<» 'ho other 
«1.M0 two obiceM tV " ""'^ raised amy. If 

<Ii^pcr.e.^t^c^a.7^pta """ -^r ^^'^ 

wilh u, the rcmainder^f a^^ fi ° """ '''"" '^"7 off 

Wo sm revert bS cLSl ' 1'""""''"'^ '■'»'"«'o»«- 

•CU, to far as resnecu «... 1 ^^' "on-mtercourso 

willboridofaTXmw, .r'/"** ''"" ""> «>™"7 
best inten^ts, LT dc^':f '' '? ^» "> '"J-riou. to ouT 

-f I expect to bo at hon,e luf the ^'7^ ''T' 
Hwpoto have the pleasure of J? «"' ^ May. when 

With you n«„y thlng^ ^w and or"' "' "^'"«"«' 

I am, aincercly, your friend, 

R. JACKSON, J« 



WAsnixoTOK, June 8d, 1813. 



Jou.x II0W/.AKD, Esq : 

g««haredon.litr^«»r ^"'^"'Sencer. Co»- 

"• i>H»w than oqpuuxe the body, «„i 
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*"' "^ B. JACKSON, Jr. 

WisniNOTOK, Janunry Gili, 1814- 

^''^''^hMte.IWB.mpectfully, your friend, 

IB um, 1 W-, i™- jj^ JACKSON, Jb, 
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The doBtniction by fire, in 163T, of a Urge col- 
lection of mtnoscripts, inclnding letters from many 
of Ur. HoTlasd's eorrcspondents, bos deprircd 
thia work of considerable appropriate material, 
partieularlysuch as would have served to elucidate 
the political liistoryof tbc times. The corrcspead- 
enco bctirecn him and the Hon. James Burrill, jr., 
while a member of Gongross, was ef this character, 
and as in instances before referred to, its loss is a 
natter of regret. A single letter only, bas been 
spared, vhich is here inserted, referring to a sub- 
ject Uien before the Senate, concerning vhich, as 
ciscvhere stated, Mr. H, was frequently solicited 
for information. 

WAiBDioTOir, Dec 81, 1817. 
Jomr IIowLAHD, Esq. 

Dear Sir: — I received, yeftorday, your very acceptable 
letter of the 2Sth insL I now encloao to you the Bill to 
provide for tlio ofllcers, Scc^ na it haa passed the House of 
BeprescnlntiTcs. It will not pass in the Senate for sev»- 
nd days, and will bo opposed, and probably, in somo par- 
tieuhirs, altered, if not amended. To-day, Mr. King pre* 
■entcd a petition from tlio New York and New Jersey sur* 
viving offlcen, praying Congress to allow tlicm their half 
pay, computing from (en years aAer the close of the war. 
I have strong doubu whether this will bo agreed lo. Gen* 
end North, and others, are hen as a committee from the 
ottcors, lo support iL Now is the time, if over, to obtain 
payment (br rerolutionaij services and claims, and I stip> 
pose the famous Craiy and Topbam regiments will ceme 
forward with renewed hopes. The general aspect of po> 
Uticol affairs here is mild and pacific ; but the cohn may 
be but the forerunner of a tempest. The Spanish patriots, 
the l[aasa<^useUs elauas, and some other touchy subjeets, 
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remain io be discussed, and I should not be surprised if 
thej sbould bring forth a great deal of clamor and zeal. 
The Senate has adjourned over New Years' day, and to- 
morrow there will be a great show at tlie palace. You 
see that we are determined not to work very hard ; bat 
though there is little work there is bat little plaj. A 
doUer place, or one more destitute of interesting objects 
than this dtj, can hardlj be found. 

I shall always bo pleased to receive your letters, and 
wm pmictually answer them.* 

I am, with great truth, your friend and servant, 

JAMES BURRILL, Jn. 

*Tbe Hon. Jsnies Banrill, Jr., was bora in ProYldcnce, April 35th, 
1773, sad airijr dereloped nniisiial IntcUectiial qnaliticf . Jlif ftudics 
picpmtofy to cnteriag Brown Unirenltj, which he did at the ii^ 
of twehro jtmn, wera condneted bj the late William WillLinsoii, then 
tlM Mott eminent teacher in Proridence. He gradoaCed in 1788^ and 
cboofling the profiwsion ofthe law, commenced iu ftudj at the age 
oTaUteen, in the office of Hon. Theodore Foster. On the deration 
of Mr. F. to the United Sutei Senate, Mr. DunriU concluded his 
stndlei with Hon. Darld Howell. At the age of nineteen he was ad* 
ndtted to the bar, to practice In all the courts in the State, and so 
eminent did he soon become, that in 1707, at the age of twenty-Ave, 
he was deeted Attorney General of the State. From this office he 
TolnntarUj retired In May, 1813. In the following October, he was 
vetnrned a member of the General Assembly, and soon aAer elected 
Speaker of the Honse of Representatires. In this office he honorably 
natn be reeelTod the appointment of Chief Justice of the Su* 
Jndieial Court. In Febrhaiy, 1817, he was elected Senator in 
irlMre he IhithAilly discharged the duties of his responsible 
statkNi nntll his sudden decease at Washington, December 35th, 1830. 
On taking his seat in Congress, his talents and accomplishmenU 
were Immediately recognised, and his amalble qualities won the re- 
spect and esloem alike of those who agreed, and of those who dlflbrcd 
with him in poUtleal opinion. Dora at a period " when men begun 
to speak of American independence," he was embued with the spirit 
•f fknedom, and the oppressed found in him an adtocate and flricnd. 
With the abused Indian tribes he strongly sympathised, and in the 
czcUlag debates on the admissiou of Missouri into the Union, his 
Toies and his Tole were against the extension of slaTeiy. It was la 
this a wio re ble struggle that aa Incident occurred which gare re- 
■ s rtr s bl s Im p i ti i l i s a m to his last pabllc effort As be rose to speak. 
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foaaio; Of a^rX r Of «.: *"^'^r '^^ P- 
^rded 03 a struggle s^^Lt ^ St^ V 

ho retired from tl^dL of n ""'*'** *''»'°'»^«''' 

rienco that Carted nl^."""^ ^'"' *" «^P«- 

ran.3 Of L '' U^dTrrof^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^ 

:-v;r^if;rorr^-o; 

^th an ambition toTn 1 "''''*'^ P''"^^' «"^ 
elorr of the baUlo fidd. '""'^ "^'^^ ^'^^ 

«wur. «u • bad omen." {vSk .„ cxr,^",*""';''""' So^n'or B^ 

In myconnby'i c«umI"T1„??'^ '"'*''•'««'. "i&«rnooin«l 

•««r.''.obcl«c^fcSS^Lh|.llTh''''r'*'"«' " *« -M i^n 
of the wpnbuc... M>: Bnrriirhl? • *"" '* •*«'"• •'•ow.tch.^ 

'"•^''^offl«W«)UUonrho«^~'^^''<»» '^^^r ln.erncUro 
Wlow cItJwn.. In «,, ,„J,*S^^[^^ *? ""'^-^l confldenco of hL 
««^r her «o.. dtaUn^S .22 1':f "• '"^ «« '«-«»«^ « 



"^^.^h'i^WiWpl 



. . ^ ^« «■ 



1 

t 



BOt m li» "^.'riMncd tow •«'<»"»»• 

biUty of promotinB P^^' " /'' ^^ did not .ish 
pcibility of obeying tbc^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ .„ 

''^''"d«<^tibaJic .«^d wbcn be inculcated 
BMui, and meant '^•'*' " , , retaliation and rc- 
forgivene«ofenenue.,forb^^^^^^^ acath, that evil 

^„ge. and U«£i^ by !«» l»rc ^^^^,^ precept. 

^ to ^o'^'??" ti'ii^^^^^^ He believ. 

and promises, Mr. Uoyiano r"" ^y^abc sot- 

Z L all diffic-Hic. between naUon «>«ld 

^edbyarbitratior^and^ben^^^^^^^^^ 

Wand Peace Society was i . j^^ 

the cTcnt a« auspicious to the sprcna 

fixing «»^«r "V Holland was an original 
ZTS:^i btfSo: associates impioved 

■"^ 'J^InUv «in illuminating the mmds of 
„ery opportnnHy « ^ ^g^l, be 

„en upon the ^^^^^^'^^ ^^j.^y, ,„d in the same 
^TM chosen a trustee oi «• ^ Tliomas 

-^ was associated with Dr. Messcr aim 
year wa» •»•'' «An«titution. Jnn* ^^"'» 

Arnold in rorising its ^""''"T ^jcty, which 
tSl, be was cleetedpresident of the society, 



OF JOnK nOWLAND. 

In June, 1843, tlio first " General Peace C< 
tion" was held in London, by invitation of the 
don Peaco Society, << to deliberate upon th 
moans, under tho Divine blessing, to show tho 
the ovil and incxpodioncy of tho spirit and pr 
of war, and to promote permanent and uni 
peace." Tho Bhodo Island Peaco Society I 
received the circular of invitation, authoriz( 
president to reply, which ho did as follows : 

To TUB LoNDOX Peace Conventiox. 

Tho Rlioilo IsLind Pc«icc Society having received 
of the circular issued by the London Peace Society, 
a Convention of the friends of Peace to meet in Jun< 
listen witli great pleasure to this call ; but, unablo t 
a delegate to aid in its proceeding:^, we take this n 
of stating to the Convention our high opinion of tl 
and good motives which influence tlie London sec 
propose so wise and im[M)rtant a measure* Gre 
permanent good, we hope, may result from it, as a 
of convincing the nations tliat war is inconsistent wi 
spirit of eiiristianity, and tho true interests of mankii 

We endeavor, as it has been our pur[K>se, to aid 
exhibition of this glorious truth. The socielies i 
promotion of peace, both in the United States and : 
British empire, have great cause to thank Go<1 for 1 
vor he has bestowed on their exertions. Tho c(l< 
those societies have changed, in a great degree, th 
of civil society, and the views and actions of public 
From the progress of civilization, in which the prin 
of peace are predominant, the nations now And sec 
not in armies and navies, but in tho sense of genera 
tico, and the feelings of right which prevail in a cii 
state. A general feeling of security has come to i 
among the weaker as well as tho more powerful m 
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The recent iimicable settlement of oar Eastern boundarj 
question, which is trcnted with sati^fadion and pleasure on 
both tides the Atlantic, was the result of this uniform pro- 
gress of the principles of peace. 

A deckiration of war will never be made by a ruler who 
knows that the people will not support hira in carrying it 
on. To the exdamation of the prophet, *^ like people, like 
priest,** we may add like people, like kings and presidents. 
Enlighten the people on the character of war and the 
custom will cense forever. Tliis has been the purpose of 
the Rhode Iitland Peace Society, and this purpose is here, 
perhaps, more visible, wliere the choice and election of 
publie men proceed more immediately from the people, 
and u more frequent than it can be in Europe. 

There is a strong propensity in rulers to increase their 
power, and it generally results in the increase of tlie mili- 
tary force ; and to this the public sentiment ought to op- 
pose a check. In tliis country, a large army is not a pop- 
> ular support of government, and the people will not submit 
to the expense, and the friends of peace will endeavor to 
prevent a burdensome increase of a navy beyond what 
will be sufllcient to suppress piracy and the African slave 
trade, as Europe has witnessed that wars have been com- 
menced by the first aggressions of naval commanders. 

We have satisfactory assurnnco that the principles of 
peooe in our land have extended far beyond the limits of 
our association ; — that vast numbers who have never had 
their names rcconlcd as members of any organised pence 
society, liave adopted our sentiments ; and we have rea- 
son to hope that national wars may cease bcforo the light 
which shall shine into and purify tlie minds of the |)eoplo 
of different nations. Wo have the pleasure of announcing 
that the great body of the clergy of all denominations in 
the Eastern States, are supporters of peace, on the princi- 
ples contained in the gospel of Qirist. Ifour being so 
remote from tlie nation^ of Europe, and little connection 
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o.«i - or:Jru, ":,;::, t'«™" ■■-« 
«.c ,»„,. Of w.u,ri„„, jxt, "'^Ti ti *" 

tructn-o scenes of war—nf i " , ^**=<>' ** "'C dcs- 
victories and defearZ„ '"'? "'"^ «'«^«''' o^ 

now grown wisor a , t> . ^"^"S®- ^^on have 

people IL, k nJ col Tl '''"*''' ^«'« "'« 
lived anothe; haTcoZ^ u\ " *^ "'" "^^^ ''O 

groat ^4lso''7nZT:ofu^'y''''''^ «'*• 
•ppoar, who have not 1^71 "*""'""''»*'»«'' 

acation and the manonrrobg of hoi 
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district. But one spirit pcrvndcd tlio commuuity. 
Tlio militarj' wcro fi'c^ucut.ia tlicir drills. Citi- 
zens of every prorossion, iauluding tlio clorgy, the 
college faculty and Btudcot!, vttlt pickaxca and 
slioTcIs, voro daily at the Hncn, rendering oQicient 
service. And had tbo CQCiny YO"turcd up tho bay 
they would have been opposed ot tbo several points 
of ilcfcncc, with a force dcterm^ucd to resist to tlio 
last. Uiippily, they choso a ijioro prudent course, 
and Providence was spared an cli'Mioii of blood. 

Tho convulsed slate of Europe su[}3GtT«4i4to 
the abdication of Louis I'hilippc and tho proclania^ 
tion of the French Republic under tho presidency 
of Lamartine, disturbed the faith of many, but it 
had no cQ'cct to shake Mr. Ilowland's confidcnco 
in the ultimate prevalence of peace priuciples. Ho 
confided in a power ini^liticr than tho surges of 
human pai^siou, and to tliat power ho steadfastly 
looked for an induoncc to calm the storms raging 
in tho bosoms of nations. " The time lor rovolu* 
tions," he writes, " has not yet ceased, and history 
« ill have records of their progrobs and results. 
For the signs of tho times strongly refer to trans- 
actions and scenes as terrific and important as any 
contained in tho history of tho ages which have 
passed, and of which Europe will witness tlio first 
movements. But the result will vindicate tho 
character of an overruling Providence in the de- 
testation of war, and the establishment of univer- 
sal harmony among tho human raco." His repug- 
nance to war increased with advancing years. The 
nearer ho approached tho world wlioro human 
deeds are seen in their truo light, tho moro cruol 
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aad dobosiDg appeared tliis method of settling dis* 
pntes. To the 70111^^, ho often pointed out its 
ivTongand sin; and when he bod entertained them 
with some of his rerolutionary stories, he usually 
closed by saying, <* war is a bad business, and I 
advice you to har<^ nothing to do with it.'* In 
common with a la^^e body of his countrymen, he 
felt grieved and mj^rtified when, in 1847, war with 
Mexico was declared* It seemed to him aggress* 
ire and uqjiis(»^^iuc spoke of it always as an in- 
AjrliTrrTTrlhr spirit of Christianity, and unworthy 
'^^^Mn enlightened and high minded nation. To the 
State appropriation in aid of volunteers, he object- 
ed on constitutional grounds. In an unpublished 
communication, found among his papers, and prob- 
ably the last written for the press, this opinion is dis- 
tinctly expressed — an opinion sustained by the ac- 
tion of the town and the State executive more than 
thirty years before. ** The constitution," [of the 
^ited States] he says, " places the whole power 
^f raising armies in Congress, and not in the 
^tetcs or towns. This question was decided in 
^1a SUte in the last war with Great Britain. 
Ooim^css had ordered a draft of fifty thousand 
^^ ^Jie militia to march to tlie invasion of Canada. 
^^u* proportion were drafted in this town of pev" 
Bou^ irom eighteen to forty-five years. They were 
meiB. of various conditions and circumstances in 
Ufe, some with large families who required their 
^^T labor for support The venerable Stephen 
^^^■^"woU moved, in a town meeting called for that 
purposoi that twelve dollars per month be paid by 
tl^^ ^own, in addition to the continental pay of 



r ••• 



fort7 8hinin«r« nor «« *i. 

»e» to hire :«b?« „r TL^ "^l' *^<' ^'-m 
,^hothor tho tern co^J J^f ~"«^ ^^o qacstion 
ftad power to raise so d W, ', ** ^"""Srcsa, only, 
«»•« purposo could bo Jon""'' 7'**'*^^'**^ A^ 
States had po>.ort mL t ^*°*^ ''^"^- The 
J."f to suppress ins„?;"il7P;!*''-«P<'''avasion 
Ttis was decided hJZZ'- '"*^ •'*'*'"'°? more. 

""» jr.. against thorZlTr^f ''''"' «««•- 
wccting ended. '^"'^'"t'on offered, and tho 

con^nTZ, ':7ZT''''\ --oned the 

ted States, to reprise, t tl ! ^"T'""' "^ *»•« ^'^^ 
'"ore exposed tHro 1„! "" "'"* '^''' ^tate was 

"- -r Of ti.e oth str on, ^'^'^ ^'"-^ 
^0 wanted more armed men t« V r" V'"^"'- "'at 
thf president would oX ? t^'"^ "' »»d ^ 
5"-»o and enlist a regiment of f" "'' ^'"^ '''^^^ 
;«? the war for it, Xf „ , %'T *** ''*''^<' ^^' 
favorabljr received hVlT'^ '"' P'^P^«»I wis 
^"^s done aceorS'nd^ iZf"' ''^''^^' and U 
discharged. ^ ^' '^^ "'« drafted men were 

" Jt will doubtless be asked ^. * , 
P>cce of history to do wUh h' ^"^ ""*» <>« 

S'^yvcd, that it scrrcsl . ' ''^*' ' 't is an- 
t^ opinion of Tbu i,f L"r r^*"^" "^ 
, ;^ower to raise soldier wii.ot/^ ^"^^^ '"^ "° 
^yted States, so expresled ' '° '''^*'"* "^ t^c 



214 



LIFE AND BE00LLE0TION8 



Bhode blandi from the arrival of Roger Williams 
to tbe establishment of the First Congregational 
Society and Church in 1720, embracing particulars 
of Samoel Oorton and Oeorge Fox. These noti* 
ees irere recorded in a book, to which, from time 
to time, were added accounts of occurrences that 
he deemed worthy of preservation. The value of 
such a record of the past, can be estimated from 
his well known habits of patient and thorough re* 
search; but unfortunately they were many years 
ago mislaid, and have not as yet been recovered. 
To some future historian, should they come to 
lights they may prove an important help in eluci* 
dating the characters of men who exerted no in* 
oonsiderable influence upon the theological opin- 
ions of their day, as well as aid in filling the chasms 
of local events. 

The Providence Institution for Savings came 
into existence this year, (1819.) The want of 
such an institution had for some time been discus- 
sed in private circles, and the success that had fol* 
lowed a then recent movement in Boston, cncour* 
aged a similar effort here. At a meeting of the 
select committee of the Mechanics* Association, 
Sept. 27th, the subject was introduced, and after a 
free expression of opinion, the secretary, Mr. 
Howland, was ^ requested to take such measures 
as may be deemed advisable " to engage the public 
interest in an object designed to promote economy 
and frugality among the laboring classes, '' thereby 
enabling them to save a part of their earnings till 
age or infirmities should render the use of them in* 
dispensable.^' In pursuance of this request^ and 



OF JOHN HOWLAKD. 216 

with the approbation of influentml 

members of the associatir? ? • ff^^"^«en not 

fice, which resulted in stenrn2 ^''""^"^^ ^^• 
^ Savings' Institutir K''^^^^^ '' ^^^^ish 
consulted by Ifr Zli T ''''''^ ^^ong those 
active intcrLfi-om ^ '"' ^'^ --<^<^d an 

B,„„ p. u,, r/H.? j^rsLr =«- 

the personal services and mcZ; ' •''*• ^"^ 

the former, the inati ution 'over Th' IT'''"'''' '' 
«ntil his decease, wal 1^ , ^'^^ ^' P'^^^^^d 
careful arrangeme t7iri '"^ ^'^^^'^'^^ «>'" the 

financial experience. °' '*« ^w«« 

20th of the same month? '^'''''' *»<^ <>» the 
On the first Zy iwcntvT "" ''''''' ''^^^^^' 
opened, amountJ: to |8i« '"n/""'*'"'^ -^^c 
seven trero minora" two widl , " '^^Po^'tors 
^» the end of iUcZTZT "'' ''''''''* 
creased to ei.hty.nine, a„i " tTT' ^'"^ ^^' 
year, two hundred and sSf. V''° «^ ^^o 
Of opening to SeptemL Tml ^'T *^« '^y 

t7 '"^""•«' tl'rce hundred and irr^ *"«"*^- 
^ero entered, and «33 «n« /• o j ^'^J^-^^o accounts 

«.attime,on,;|22/S^^^^^ ^-"^ 

for accumulation a capital 0?^' '?:?"' '*''^"'« 
ever of doubt in regard to ii'^^'*'^* ^'^t- 
new financial idea S at i^^^''"*'"^ of this 
tai-ed. confidence wL m^? ^'^"^ ^'<^'' ontor. 

^«^-aess Of the o.:ern„a1;;Lrer.:J 

*CmarHitdicotk. 
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' on the SSth September, 1839, tlie dcposita amount- 

- ed to $375,151. 

The activity evinced by Mr. Ilowland in the 
preliminary mcaBurcs, vos carried into the duties 
of bis Qcv office. Convinced, by long observation, 
that the great error of laboring men was improvi- 
deacc, ho employed his powers of persuasion to 
effect reform. He reasoned with thoso who shook 
their heads doubtingly, that there was no fatality 
in man's condition. If ho was born poor, it did 
not follow, of necessity, that he must remain so. 
In the humblest station ho had inherent ability to 
rise. Economy would stimulate industry, industry 
would dcvclope self-reliance, and these qualities 
combined would ensure competency, nia efforts 
were snccessful in inducing many who had bccD in 
the habit of spending all thoir earnings, and who 
hod never before thought of trying to save, to lay 
by a portion for future need. Children he uui> 
formly impressed with the importance of "taking 
core of the pence." " I am indebted to Mr. Uow- 
land," said a man, shortly after his decease, "for 
what property I possess. Of tho pocket money 
given me I had saved five dollars, and soon after 
the Savings' Institution was opened, I went to him 
and made a deposit. Ho appeared pleased, and 
patting me on the head, called mo a good boy. 
'Savo all tho money you get,' said ho kindly, ' and 
bring it here, and by tho timo you are of ago you 
may have enough to set up business with.' I fol* 
lowed his advice, and little sums, such as most 
boys spent for trifles, I saved and carried to him ; 
•od on my froedom day I was tho possessor of a 
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sum nafficieot to enable mc, without furtlior assist* 
aDce, to set up my trade. Tho liabit of resisting 
temptation to useless expooditurcs tbus formed, 
has been invaluable to mo througli life, and lias 
erOTocd my labors irith reasonable success." 

In October, 1840, Mr. Holland retired from tlio 
oRieo to which Iio had been for tvcntj-'Onc succes- 
sive years elected, and tho board of directors, in 
recognition of the valuo of his services, adopted 
unanimously tho following resolutions : 

"Buolved, As the kom of this meeting, that John 
Ilowland, Esq., mcriu ttie thanks of this corponition, for 
his ceal and activity, in cooperating with others, in found, 
ing Uiis Institution, and for his faithful service-i as trcasuiv 
er during its existence, many year^i of which, in its infan- 
cy, these Bcrvicos liaving been rendered without compear 
sation. And also for his counsel and influence witli the 
depositors, by which many sums havn been rctoiocd, 
wliich might otherwise Iiavo been withdrawn and lost. 

** Resolved, That in bia retirement from this public sta- 
tion at the odv-anced ago of eighty-three, we Irn^t ho will 
continue (o enjoy the comforts of social and domestic life, 
the esteem of his feUow citizens, and the satisfaction of 
witnessing the prosperity and usefulness of Ihose institu- 
hicli ho has so hugely contributed to establisli io 
(his eomm unity." 

Mr. Hovland was succeeded by Henry Gushing, 
Esq., with whom Samuel C. Blodgctt, Esq., was os- 
sociatod in 184G, as assistant treasurer and book- 
keeper. Of the original board of officers, only 
three survive ; but Iio whoso name will ever be 
identified with the origin of tho institution, lived 
to see its privileges improved by eight thousand 
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and sercn hundred individuals, and its capital swell 
from $818 to $1,558,000. Tho prudcnco with 
irhich its affairs have been conducted, and tho 
prosperity its history unfolds, have obtained for it 
in the eonunonitj a deserved confidence. 

On retiring from the office of treasurer of tho 
Savings' Institation, Mr. Howland withdrew from 
aetire participation in public affairs, and passed 
much of his time at home in reading, or in social 
intercourse. His daily recreation was to visit tho 
BVtoal insurance office, of which ho had been a 
director, or to look in upon friends at their places 
of business. He continued also to attend tho 
meetings of tho various associations of which ho 
was a member, until decreasing strength rendered 
the efforts too fatiguing. Of tho political move- 
ments of the day, he was not an indifferent spccta* 
tor. He kept himself well informed of passing 
events. Unbiased by sectional fooling, he express- 
ed his opinions of National and State policy witli 
the atmost freedom, and those opinions were uni- 
formly sustained by his vote. Tho elective fran- 
chise he considered the conservative power of frcc- 
aen— a proper medium for expressing the popular 
vill— an effective agent for correcting abuses un- 
der a republican form of govommont. In his 
jndgmeat, the man who hold this right, and neg- 
lected or refused to exercise it, was untrue to him- 
self and hu country. With men who never voted, 
yet censured the administration of government, ho 
had no sympathy. Bad rulers could be placed in 
power only through the corruption or tho indiffer- 
of doctors, or of both combined ; and it was 
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the business of all opposed to misrule 
at the ballot box. They who neglect 

had no consistent ground for complaint, 
by those views, he never failed while 

mUU,a to fulfil .,,t he maintained^ 
duty of a good citizen. Ho hod votc< 
pr^sidentjal election from Washington 
Picreo His lost vote was give^n at 
n.nety.four years, for general Scott. 
The year 1820 brought to Mr. Howla, 

mcnt3 for services unexpected and some 
ous This year tho Rhode Island Soci< 
encouragement of Domestic Industry w 

fo "t a? :"' "-""--turing interests ha 
tions. Though friendly to that object, J 

ind J^ ""', P"*"'^"* '^^ "'« prclin inar; 
and was much surprised the next day to[< 

ho had been appointed on a committee 

tZITV'''' "^"^ ^^••'^-^ 'or the 
t„ L 7' ";° ?"•'"• '"''™'^«" of "'0 CO 

sumod. It IS desening of „,cntion, as sho 
promptness and quickness of conception 

work was satisfactorily accomplished. So 
thcr demand wo, made upon h m. As the 

Ilino^ ^ T *"* *''^''««''- This honor 
"Tnll.jr., "who knew more respecting do 
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manufacturca, agricuUuro and commorcc, than any 
otticr man," aa a siiitablo person to i>crrorm the 
serricc. Mr. Burrill was applied to, who altio de- 
clined. " Howlaod is the man to do this," said ho 
to the coniuiittcc. " Go to liim," ho added play- 
fully, "and tell him I eay bo, and ho must not re- 
fuse." The message was communicated. "Tell 
Ur. Burrill," was the reply, " that I appreciate bis 
good opinion; but I have no time to prepare an 
ttddreva, and must dcelinc; and besides, I know 
nothing of a;p-icuUurc, which ought to bo the chief 
rabjcct of disconrso before a famicra' meeting." 
The committee withdrew, and considering the mat- 
ter finally disposed of, he dismissed it from his 
mind. Bnt he was not permitted so to escape. 
TTIint could not be accomplished by pci'suasion, 
was effected by stratagem ; and a few days subse- 
quent, ho was not a little astonished, on opening 
his moming paper, in seeing himself officially an- 
nonnccd as the orator for the forthcoming nnnivcr- 
Bary. Finding himself "cornered," as he expres- 
sed it, in this friendly contest, and unwilling, at 
that late hour, to disappoint the wishes of his 
friends, be consented. 

The exhibition took place at Pawtuxct, on tlio 
18th Octolwr, and vas numerously altondod. Tho 
address, though written under tho pressure of oth- 
er datios, and tho inconvenience of limited time, 
was pertinent to tlio occasion. Tlio Providence 
American of the 20th October, described it as 
"learned without pretension, ingenious without 
subtlety, and philosophical without abstrusencss." 
Tho orator " briefly traced the progress of the use- 
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•TO Hure indications that the minority of the people 
in the Eutcrn States are disposed to aid tbcir jn- 
j^ions and landable czcrtions." Quoting the vords 
of Hamilton in faror of institutions for the dercl- 
opmcnt of onr internal resources, and the ralao of 
prcmioms as astimulent to enterprizc, lie proceeds : 
" If these riovs of the great statesman irhich Tcro 
presented to Congress tvcnty-nine years ago, had 
been then adopted and acted upon, the cultivation 
of onr non-slavcholding States would at lliis day 
bars equalled some of the finest departments of 
France, and the tide of emigration l^om the old to 
the new States would never have set with so strong 
a enrrcDt But should no further patronage over 
bo afforded by the national government, the ingcn- 
nity and skill so conspicnous in the American char- 
ftotor, will soon place the productions of our artisti 
on such high and permanent ground that they will 
meet with little competition in the market. Those 
articles which are in most common use, and which 
are most important and necessary to every house- 
bolder, hare already the preference with every pur. 
ehaaer vho oonsnlta his interest rather than bis 
jmyadiees. 

''American fabrics will lOOn form an Item in the 
export trado that will more than eompcnaate the 
ship owner for the loss of (teigbt on foreign maau- 
Ikctnros, and the three great classes Into which the 
laboraadvatarpriseoftbooonntry arc divided, com- 
meree, agrienltnre and manofaetaroi, — will bo 
forced to eonfon that the interest and prosperity 
of oM braneh is essential to tbe proiperity of the 
irtwle. • 
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fection. This plain and simple fact is supported 
bjr all the testimony of ancient and modern history. 
Place the map of Eorope or Asia before you, and 
point to what nation you please, and the history of 
that nation will tell you, tiiat the cultivation of the 
soil and the improvement of its manufactnreSi have 
kept on in an even and equal pace. 

''In contemplating this wonderful system, the 
whole machinery of which is of divine construction, 
we are led to adore that wisdom and benevolence 
which has thus connected all the links of our social 
existence. No man liveth to himself. So no art, 
science or profession, can subsist of itself. A mu- 
tual connection exists, met by contract or agree- 
ment of the parties ; for no man cultivates a farm, 
or establishes a manufactory for the benefit of an- 
other by design. Yet a law which he had no voice 
in enacting, has ordained that the whole community 
and every profession or occupation in it, shall be 
interested in his labors. The individual who makes 
an improvement in machinery, or in any branch of 
useful manufacture, receives first the benefit of his 
labor, and in pursuit of his reward his exertions 
terminate in the advantage of the whole species." 

Tlie address closes with the following character- 
istic language: ** On the fourth of July, 1776, we 
became politically independent. But we shall not 
bo independent in the true and moral sense of that 
term, till every man is clothed in garments of 
American manufacture, and our exports (of domes- 
tic origin) shall equal our imports from foreign 
countries. One of the objects of this society, in 
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lootioQ of llr. Ilowland to discliargo the datioe of 
Uio chair, thoro iras poculiar propriotjr. In his 
porsonal practice, ho had fulfilled the higher lav of 
later dajrs. The habit of providiag rum for vork- 
mCD, ho had nnifortnty diaconatcnancod. Tlio so- 
cial custom connoctad with tho side-board, ho had 
deprecated as a mistaken hospitality. And moro 
than sixty years before ho hod persuaded the car> 
pontcr, employed to build his houso on Benefit 
street, to accept aa eqniralcnt in money for the 
customary supply of liquor ; thereby dcmoastrating 
ia tho foco of uniTersal usage to tho contrary, that 
it was possiblo to erect adwolting vithout "grog." 
Several meetings followed, at one of which a 
committee reported a scries of resolutions speeifi- 
cally ''defining tlio duties and obligations to bo 
considered binding " upon those who should affix 
their names tlicreto, "leaving tho same open at all 
times for tho voluntary signature of any individual 
who may bo willing to lead bis influence in that 
way." After free and full discussion these resolu- 
tions were unanimously adopted, and signed by 
eighty-six gentlemen present Tho simple adop- 
tion of a pledge to " abstain from the habitual and 
unnccoHRAry into of ardont RpiritH," and to use tlio 
best endeavors to discountenance tho practice iu 
otliors, it was bcliovod would at that time more 
effectually promote the cause of temperance than 
tho formation of a " distinct association with tho 
appointment of olCcors and tho formality of the ad- 
mission of members;" consoquontly no such organ* 
isation was attempted. The meetings thus com- 
menced, continued to be held at stated periods, Hr. 



Hovlaad atUl presiding, until ia tbo progreas of 
popular aentiment, thoj garo place to other modes 
of action. Almost simultanoonaly with this more* 
nent tlio qnoation was taken op and discussed in 
the ICcchanics' Aaaociatioa. At a meeting, held 
April XOth, Ur. Howland, then president, together 
with Abner Kingman and Joaiah Lawton, were ap- 
IMintod a oommitteo to deviao some course of ac- 
tion. Ai a anbsoqnettt meeting they reported that 
Hiero was reason for tho alarm then felt in tho 
wmmnnitj In regard to tho inorease of iotempor* 
anee, and that it was encumbent on tho members 
of the asBodatioa *'to cast the weight of tiicir in- 
flnenee" in &Torof such "prudent and practicable 
■eaaoros " as woro adapted " to stay the progrcsa 
of a calamity greater than has over before visited 
onr countfy." They also reported two resolutions 
which were unanimously adopted ; one, approving 
tho rewlntions passed hy tJic citizens, and tlio 
other, roGomrocnding "to tlio sorcral trad oh and 
professions composing the association, to call sepa- 
mto meetings to consider and adopt such measures 
respecting tho praotico of furnishing ardent spirits 
to workmen and approntices in their employ, ia 
tho coarse of their bosincsa, or in manufacturing 
eatabliahments, as they may judge most effectual to 
natntin or abolish their nso."* For more than a 
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quarter ofacentury this active and influential body 

A history ot the temperance reform in Provi- 

brief sketch hero recorded, with many other fact. 

source ,8 on y an epitome of the first movements 
wt. w,..eh Mr nowland «tood connected. He 
seldom spoke of hi« early efforts, and never, in a 
way tliat .mplied claim to merit. Ho was not, in 
tte ord.narysen«e,a Icodor.and was not ambitiins 
tobo BO considered. I„ tlii,, as in other enter- 
pmes for moral and soeial improvement, he acted 
with singleness of heart for the public good. Hi, 
8C«se of responsibility to society was keen ad 
deep, as was ever shown by his prompt obedience 
to t^ic demands of duty. lU never ciuld bo Lin! 
dercd by satire or open oppomtion. Ho Vas the 

kst mm, m tho world to ftsk, " wUt will bo said ?" 
II.S only fl„x,cty was to know what was righu If 
«.ore was a laboring oar, he was ready to take it. 
When he saw a work to be done, he did it. Other, 
were early in the field, and nobly «bore the hca 
and burden of the day." Many were honoraWy 

reiXT'M".*''"''"''''''"'^ "-o '""othan he 
rcjoiecd in the.r success, or were more hearty in' 
awarding the meed of praise; yet it is to his pr" 
^atesn^stionsand personal exertions tliat rtio 
cause of tomporance is largely indebted for this 
first organizahon of an active public opinion. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



On the ISth September, 1828, Mr. Ilowland, by 
inTitaUon, was present at the Bi-Centcnnial ar.ni* 
Tcraary of the landing of the Filgrims at Salem. — 
The occasion was honored by the attendance of an 
nnosoal number of eminent men from neighboring 
and distant places, and attracted an immense mul> 
titndo to hear the oration. The services were held 
in tho North Church. The oration by Hon. Joseph 
Story, was " a profound and eloquent discussion of 
tho topics appropriate to tho day." Tho exercises 
at tho church were followed by a sumptuous dinner, 
at which tho Tcncrable Dr. Edward Augustus Hoi* 
yolco presided, assisted by judge Story, lion. Wil- 
liam Seed, Willard Peolo, Piclcering Dodge, and 
Gideon Barstow, Esqs. Among tlie distinguished 
guests were Hon. Daniel Webster, Hon. Edward 
Ererett, gOTomor Levi Lincoln, lieutenant governor 
Thomas L. Winthrop, Hon. Alden Bradford, presi- 
dent of tho Pilgrim Society, judge Davis, Hon. Tim- 
othy Pickering, Hon. Nathaniel Silsbec, and Hon. 
Lererett Soltonstall. On oecount of tho advanced 
age and infirmities of Dr. Holyoke, judge Story 
disohorged the oetiTe duties of tho Chair, and witii 
•eswtoaied toei and grace " called ap" genUemen 
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who addressed the company. To a sentiment com- 
plimentary to tho senators of Massachusetts iu 
Congress, Mr. Webster responded at length in a 
speech of great power and beauty. Ho «wns pe- 
culiarly happy in giving an uncontrolled flow of his 
own patriotic feelings, associated familiarly as they 
were wiUi the eorly history, civil and religious, of 
New England." Two hours thus passed, when 
judge Story, turning towards Mr. Rowland, said, 
«I am happy to obseno that wo arc honored with 
the presence of a gentleman from Rhode Island — 
Doubtless we shall hear something from him rclat- 
ing to Roger Williams." Tho call, connected with 
the subject assigned him, was not free from cmbar- 
rassmcnt. Tho name of Roger Williams united 
with It occurrences, in regard to which, a native of 
Rhode Island might naturally bo supposed to en- 
tortain ideas differing from tho popular sentiment 
of Massachusetts. To omit all reference to tlie 
prominent features of his character would seem in- 
different to liis memory, and to speak of him on 
Uio very spot where ho had given offence, I>y his 
plain dealing with cherished opinions and customs, 
and before tho descendants of a people from whoso 
displeasure ho fled, without falling into similar con- 
dcmnation, was not an easy task. But Mr. How- 
land's ready invention caino to his aid. In wcll- 
choscn words ho offered a sentiment truo in its 
allegiance to the founder of Rhode Island, harmon- 
izing with tho spirit of tlio occasion, and playfully 
Buggcstive. On rising to respond, ho said, " I am 
sensible, sir, that it is not tho usual order on pub- 
lic occasions to offer a toast which has been antici- 
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patcd or prcBcnicd by another f "^W^^™^^. ^^^^^^^ 
L, but a; the Bcntlcman alluded to is a ciUzen ^^^ 
Salem, and I am from a different town and another 
SutT,! presume it will not be improper to offer 

this: 

MTlie ancient town rf Salem, where Kogcr Willmm. 
fir.i iidToeated Uic freedom of eonwienee m rehguHiB eon- 

Judge Story quickly perceived the point of the 
sentiment, and by his half-amused, i«f Ihgent ex- 
pression, evinced his appreciation of a sentence 
that had revealed to the company a great deal re- 
latinc to Roger Williams. 

In a previous chapter, Mr. Howland nmkes hon- 
orable mention of major Simeon Thayer, of Khode 
Island, who was commissioned a lieutenant in the 
^armj? of observation" in 1715, and contmued in 
active senice to the close of the war. II.s gallant 
defence of Fort Mifflin, on Mud Island m the Del- 
aware, esUblished a reputation for cool, do term in. 
cd brivery. In awarding honors to the hero of 
that event. Congress committed the awkward blun- 
der of ordering « an elegant sword to be provided 
by Uie board of war, and presented to lieutenant 
cilonel Smith, of Maryland," an excellent officer 
who was not in command at the time, and passed 
without notice, major Thayer, who was I Tins 
injustice, though unintentional, was deeply felt bj 
major T., and excited strongly the feelings of his 
friends. It was pointed out and explained by gen- 
eral James M. Vamum, in 1186. Rut the mistake 
one which Congress could not rectify, without 
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^ making a bad thing worse." So it rested until 
tho decease of colonel Smith, when the recollection 
was revived by an obituary notice, in which he 
was highly extolled as the defender of Mud Island. 
On reading the statements contained in that notice, 
Mr. Howland, who knew well the particulars of the 
aifair, felt it due to the memory of major Thayer, 
and to tho veracity of history, to correct them. — 
Accordingly, ho wrote a narrative of the facts rela- 
tive to the defence, which was published in a Pro* 
vidence paper, over tho signature of '' a Friend to 
Justice." The material portion of tho narrative 
we give in his own words : 

** These two forts, (Mercer and Miillin,)" he says,^ 
'* were erected to prevent the enemy's fleet from 
passing up tho Delaware, and breaking through tho 
chevaux do frisc, to open their communication with 
Philadelphia, where their army was in possessiom 
General Vamum commanded the American troops 
on the Jersey side of the Delaware, and ho ap* 
pointed lieutenant colonel Smith to the command 
of Mud Island, and colonel Christopher Greene 
commanded tho Red Bank fort His garrison was 
composed of the two Rhode Island regiments. Con* 
gross was then sitting at Yorktown, in Ponnsyl* 
vania. Hopes were entertained that these forts- 
might prevent the passage of the enemy. Tho pub- 
lic papers all spoke of Greene and Smith as tho 
commanders of these most important posts. Tho 
power and capacity of Greene had been tested ia 
Canada. Ho was with Montgomery at the storming 
20^ 
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of Qncbcc, when that officer fell, and be was made a 

prisoner. 

The British fleet was progiessing up the Dela- 
ware, advanced by powerful floating batteries, and 
a distatit firing commenced. At this crisis, colonel 
8mith requested of general Varnura permission to 
retire from the command of Mud Fort. Ho being 
rather unwell, permission was granted. The gen- 
eral, knowing that the battery on the island would 
be most exposed to violent attacks from the water 
craft of the enemy, did not wish to detach a field 
officer from the two regiments at Red Bank, one 
of whom must necessarily take the place vacated by 
SmiUi, but desired a volunUry oflcr. He proposed 
his views to the six field officers, and rejoiced to 
hear miyor Simeon Tliayer offer himself. lie im- 
mediately took the command of that station, which 
was considered as a forlorn hope. The attack with 
the heavy cannon and mortars of the fleet contin- 
aed without any considerable intermission, till the 
mnd batteries of the island were nearly leveled, and 
the number of men in continued action greatly re- 
duced. Tlie furtlicr defence was deemed imprac- 
tical, and the general directed major Thayer to 
bring off the remains of the garrison. To aid their 
operations on the river, a brigade of Hessians from 
East Jersey attacked the fort at Red Bank, which 
they expected to carry by storm. Tliis attack by 
the Hessian troops was repulsed by the two Rliodc 
Island regiments in the fort. Their commander 
was killed, and the whole body was defeated with 
great loss. Congress, not having learned that the 
eomDanderof Mud Island bad been changed, voted 
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that an elegant sword bo presented to colonel 
Greene, of the Red Bank fort, and another to colo- 
nel Samuel Smitli, tlio commander of the Island, 
for their brave conduct in tlic defenco of their sev- 
eral posts. The swords were to bo made in Franco, 
and a year or two elapsed before their arrival and 
presentation, when colonel Smith received the one 
justly due to major Thayer, and but for the mistake 
made by Congress in the name of the officer who 
earned it, he would have received. General Var- 
num deeply regretted the mistake. . • . There 
never was a better officer of his rank, or a braver 
man in any army, than major Thayer, and the Gen- 
oral Assembly of this State, as a testimony of their 
sense of his merits, and of the wrong done him, 
appointed him major general of the militia of the 
State." 

The pension act of 1831, brought forward many 
candidates for its provisions. The active measures 
taken in their behalf, proved a heavy tax upon Mr. 
Ilowland, who was constantly applied to from all 
parts of the State, as well as from abroad, for ne- 
cessary information. The numerous applications 
from Ilhode Island excited surprise at the pension 
office. They seemed disproportioned to the size 
of tho State. How so small a State could furnish 
so many survivors of the revolutionary army, was 
incomprehensible. The doubts entertained at tho 
department led to vexatious delays, and proved 
serious impediments to tho success of claimants. 
At this moment, lion. Tristam Burges, then a 
member of Congress, wrote to Mr. Ilowland from 
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Wasliington, upon tho subject. Ho said, that in 
frequent conversations at tho pension officp, these 
doubts were freely expressed, and that until re- 
mOTcd, little progress could bo made in securing 
justice for the survivors of the Rhode Island lino. 
Explanations were asked for that he could not give, 
and he now turned to one for aid, whom he knew 
to bo perfectly familiar with the ground of these 
daims. *' H Mr. IL" he added, " would prepare a 
paper explanatory thereof, a most important scr- 
Ticc would be rendered to the remnant of tho rev- 
olutionary patriots." 

Thus appealed to, Mr. Howland immediately 
▼rote a pamphet, entitled « Notices of tho military 
services rendered by the militia, as well as by the 
enlisted troops, of tho Stote of Rhode Island, dur- 
ing the Revolutionary War." In this pamphlet he 
shows that in the contest for freedom, Rhode Island 
was among the earliest and foremost, and that in 
various ways the State furnished more men for tho 
aervico, according to population, than any other 
member of the union. He further shows, that dur- 
ing the war, every able bodied male, in the State, 
* except those of tho profession of Quakers," be- 
tween the ages of sixteen and.sixty, bore arms; 
and that ** thus for a considerable time, the whole 
miliUa of the SUtc were from home, leaving the 
women, the boys under sixteen, and the men above 
tixty, to perform the farming or other work." Al- 
thongh, he adds, ^ we may not now find many living 
wlio had arrived at the age of thirty years in April, 
1776, when the war began, yet when we consider 



that the boys who wcro then only ten years old, 
were, two years before tho close of tho war, draft- 
ed for military service, wo cannot bo surprised at 
the number of applicants under tlio pension act." 

Tho great number of marine applicants from Rhode 
Island, he accounts for by tho fact, that a largo pro- 
portion of the officers and men attached to the first 
naval foi-co created by Congress, and commanded 
by admiral Esck Hopkins, were from this State. 
A copy of this pamphlet was sent to Mr. Burges. 
He presented it to the head of tho department, and 
had tho satisfaction of knowing that it accomplish- 
ed the purpose for which it was written. 

In 1 834, Rev. James D. Knowles, then professor 
of pastoral duties in the Newton theolojrical insti- 
tution, published a Memoir of Roger Williams, a 
work of elaborate research, and of great value to 
the student of Rhode Island history. While col- 
lecting his materials, he applied to Mr. Howland, 
soliciting his assistance. No man then living was 
so competent to impart a certain description of 
information. For more than forty years, he had 
been a careful student of the character and car- 
reer of Roger Williams. With all the publica- 
tions and records accessible, throwing light upon 
the subject, he was familiar. In tho earlier peri- 
od of his inquiries, he had conversed with many of 
the oldest inhabitants of Providence, and gleaned 
from them tho traditions received in childhood 
from aged people, concerning tho habits, peculiari- 
ties, residence, and grave of Williams. With one 
man he had often conversed, who remembered his 
funeral,,and had frequently visited the spot where 
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hia remains rcposo. And thus was formed a chain 
of written and traditionary history, reacliing back 
sereral years prior to his decease in 1682-3 or 
1C8S. Happy in the opportunity to aid in elucidat- 
ing tlie history of the first settlers of Rhode 
bland, lie addressed to Mr. Enowles the following 
letters. They are sereral times referred to in his 
work, bnt are now for the first time published. 
As a contribution to what may yet be written of the 
sturdy opponent of Fox, they possess high value. 

To Bet. Jambs D. Khowlbs : 

PROnDBUCBy January 27th9 1831. 

Dear Sur:— I received your letter of the 18tb, a few 
days since, requestmg information respecting Roger Wil- 
liams, stating that you find a diflUcnlty in ascertaining par* 
tieulars respecting his more priraie history, &c When I 
heard, some time since, of your intention to write his life, 
I ezptessed my apprehension that you had undertaken a 
difficult task; difficult for want of materials. Doctor 
Belknap, who published the biography of several of the 
Pilgrims, was desirous ^ writing the life of Roger Wil- 
UasM. He accordingly wrote to Moses Brown, to judge 
Howell, and to Doctor Hitchcock, for such information as 
they or their firiends could furnish from our public records, 
or firom any other source ; but they found the materials so 
scanty that he abandoned the subject as hopeless. Since 
that time, a deeper interest has been felt on tliis, as well 
as en other subjects relating to the history of the State, 
eqpeeially since the formation of the Rhode Ishmd Histor* 
leal Society. The most prominent object which this soci- 
ety have had in view, has been to collect materials An* a 
Ustery of the Statei and the history of the first half 
ae tur y ef this town, and State, must necessarily embrace 
dl that ean be known ef Williaou and his associates* 
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chaBm of his histoiy. In mj corrcspondcnco with tho 
E^scx Ilistoricnl iSocictj, two or three years ago, observ* 
log the dead wliich seemed to cover his private historj, 
mod nol doubting ttial be must have written to some of Us 
friends in Sakm, after bis expulsion, and arrival beroy I 
iaqoired whether there were anj letters, or fragments of 
leitersy remaining in some of the old families there, which 
would shed light on this dark subject. Bui it appears 
thai tbej know even less, if possible, of him than we do. 
We know where bis homestead six-acre lot is, luid can 
guess within an hundred feet where his house stood ; and 
we know that the estate passed (including his family bury* 
ing ground,) during the life-time of his grandson, into the 
hands of strangers. And we know where his grave is, 
and that bis remains have been several times sold as a 
pari of the oommon earth, attadiing a kind of sacrilege to 
eadi transfer. You very property mention that much of 
the history of Providence, and of Rliode Ishmd, will be 
connected with bis life. Under this impression, that the 
history of the one is inseparably connected witli tho other, 
our society are directing its labors, in tho collections they 
are making, having primarily in view the history of the 
State, especially of tho first century, including what re* 
ktes to the original proprietors— Uie Indians. All that 
we at present know of the history of Roger Williams, 
would not fill mote than half a dozen pages, or more prop- 
erly might form a preface to a history of the Slate. 

Ibich of the eariy history of this or other States, can 
only be obtained from records and accounts whidi now 
lie bidden in the public offices belooging to the colonial 
department in England ; and by our circular addressed to 
ibe several historical and antiquarian sodetics in the Unit- 
ed Stales, we have called upon them to join us in our ap* 
pliealkm to Cbngress for the proper measures to procure 
eopies vnder the auspices and at the expense of the na- 
tisa» Onrsode^ have DOW an agent in England, instnid- 
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opinion of him for being a frccwillcr ; for the first church 
in Providence, of which be was a principal founder, never 
practiMd or approved of singing as a part of public wor« 
ship Un they were proselyted to this, as well as to the Cal- 
TanisUe fcith, by Dr. Manning, after the year 1770. The 
ftme and glory of Roger TTilliams must, tlierefore^ be 
prodaimedand perpetuated as founded on his wisdom and 
beooYolenee as a Iqgislator, rather than on his theological 
character ; for as a legishUor or politician lie founded a 
flourishing State on the basis of freedom of conscience in 
i^gioas concerns ; and in Europe and America the honor 
of this will be fully accorded and ascribed to him. 

I hare reason, sir, to apprehend, thai after you may 
hare read these desultory remarks, you will say ** all this 
is sot complying with my request'' I agree that in some 
measnre it is not ; but if this is received kindly as it is 
meant, I may, as time and opportunity present, send 
you something in a more tangible shape. When I 
began to write, I merely intended respectfully to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of yours, and to let you understand that, 
as ftr as in my power, I should comply with your request ; 
bat on the subject to which this rehites, I have so long felt 
a deep interest, that I did not know where to stop. Gar- 
rali^ is the weakness, or perhaps the sin, which most 
easily beseU old age i but I will condude with assurances 

of VA respect and regard. 

^ JOHN HOWLAND. 

Snr« jAma D. Kwowles. 

PaOTiDBifca, Feb. SS, 1881. 

Bar. Mb. XMOWLiai 

Sear Sirt—Altboagh I received yours of the 4th tnsi, 
hy llr.lMgleyf hi due season, yet my time is so neces- 
sarily oecapied, especially at this season of tlie year, with 
the bttsiBess of the town treasurer's office, and other en- 
If thatlhaveJiedM time to answer it 'till this 




present rainy dny ; and to answer some of your inquiries, 
further time will be required to examine the public records 
for dates and other particulars. I shall send willi this the 
twelfth number of the Literary Repository, which contains 
a letter from R. Williams to John IflHiipplc, the original 
of whicli I have had more than forty years in my possess- 
ion, and the copy I furnished fifteen or sixteen years ago 
for that numlier of the Repository, with the remarks whidi 
follow it* Tliese remarks embofly the views and opinions 
I liad then formed of R. W., and at this time you can bet- 
tor judge how far they are correct. I feel a Aill confidence 
tlmt I possess no sectarian prejudices against him. I was 
bom in the bosom of the Baptist cliureh, my anoestons >n 
tlie maternal line, were, for three or four general ions, mem- 
bers of tliat communion, and were among the first found- 
ers of the Second llaptist cliureh in Newport, and it is 
probable I should still have been classed with them had 
not the first cluin*li in rrovidencc fallen into the errors 
(as I considered it.) of John Calvin. From tlie high re- 
spect and esteem which I felt for Doct. Manning, who was 
my early friend, I was persuaded to write his biography, 
as published in the tenth numlierof the Repository, which, 
although written in haste, and without any time for copy- 
ing or revision, was well approved by several members of 
his communion, whom I esteem good judges. 
^ In answer to your first question, « What were the pre- 
cise bounds of the land ceded to Williams by the Sachems ?* 
I mu^t say tliat precision is not to bo expected. I am 
ralhor of opinion that the first grant was a verbal one, 
thougli,if I had time to examine, it might prove that I am 
mistaken. The following is a copy of the second grant, 
which you will see refers to the terms of the first, which 
indeed precedes it t 

^ At Nanhiggansett the 24th of the first month, com- 
monly called Mareh, the 2d year of the phintation or phint- 
ing of Mooshaskk or Providence. Memorandum, that 
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propriclora? wiu Roger Williams blomable for Uie difB- 
CullicB?" i« plainer. The difliculty, OS far 03 I have jet 
asccruuncd, arose from two causes. — First, ihej- complain- 
ed that na thc^ ailvanccil tlicir share of the payments mode 
to HOlisry tiie Indians, both those who lived on the ceded 
land as well na lo the chief Sachems, Williams claimed the 
grants as made only to himself indiTiduallj', whereas be 
ought to have written tho Indian deeds as conveying (o 
him and hit atioeialti. Thus ihey were compelled lo 
hold their lilies under him, when thcj wero a joint con- 
cern. Ilut the great eontcnlion arose from tho informal 
consent of tho Indiana as contained in the 1C39 mcmom. 
vp tlreanu without limittfor the use of eatlle. This Wm. 
Ilnnu contended was an aU^oIule gmni of the fee of tho 
soil. This a«suinpiion Willinma vchemcfill/ contended 
against. In a long letter to ilie Commissioners, he sajir 
" One among us (not I,) recorded a testimony or mcmo- 
" randum of a courlesio added u[ion rcijuest hy the 
" Sachems in the words ' up streams without limits.' The 
" courlcsie was requested and granted, that being shortened. 
" in iMunds Xyj the Sachems, because of tho Indians about 
" OS, it might bo no oRence if our few cows fed up the 
" rivers where nobody dwelt, and home again at nighU— 
" Tliis hasty unadvised memorandum W. II. interprets of' 
" bounds set to our town by the Sachems .... and 
" yet upon no consideration given, nor the Sachems knowl- 
" edge or hand, nor witness nor date, nor for wliat term of 

" limo this kindness should continue. But 

"all the Saclicms and Indians when they heard of such aa 
" interpretation, tlicy cr>-ed Commoobin, lying and stealing, 
** as such It cheat as stunk in tlicir Pagan nosirils." 

This disputo in which the Indians were involved, I sup- 
pose gnvo a company from Rhode I«land occasion lo step 
in and make of the Indians what woi called tho westquan- 
org purehatt of the disputed lands. For this opinion I 
have no written authority ; but it appears probable, from 
SI' 
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the circumstance of the law-suite derived from that pur- 
chase, which continued manj years after the death of the 
first pUuilcrs ; and, as in a spirit of prophecy, Roger Wil- 
liams, in the letter to Whipple, says, *• and what the tear- 
ing consequence yet will be, is known only to the Most 
Holy and Only Wiws." 

Question 4th. What was the six acre lot, and how did 
Boger Williams obtain the AVhat Gieer land ? The first 
comers squatted (as they say in Maine,) on such places as 
wcra most conrentent, and planted their com on the old 
Indian's fields, as they could agree among themselves ; 
and when their number had increa^, they laid out what 
is now the main street, on the east side of the river, and 
divided the land eastward of the street, into lots of six 
acres each, being of equal breadth, and extending back to 
what is now Hope street. There were eventually ono 
hundred and two of these six acre lots, extending from 
mile-end brook, which enters tlie river a little north of Fox 
Point to Harrington's lane on the north, and which lane is 
now the dividing line between Providence and North Prov- 
idence* Each proprietor luid one of these six acre tots, 
on which he built his house. How they were locatcd| 
whetlier by lot or by draft, or by choice, I am not inform- 
ed ; but it is probable the first comers had their choice, as 
the six acre lot of Roger Williams was the phice wliere he 
first landed and had built his house, and the street now 
Bowen street, leading from Main to Benefit street, divides 
that part of his h>t nearly in the middle. Tlie object of 
locating themselves so near together, was for security and 
mutual aid against the Indians, and in conformity to the 
practice in Europe, where the farmers, instead of settling 
on the huid they cultivate, are huddled together in villages. 
Each pivprietor besides hb town lot, as it was called, took 
up oat-land, upfamd and meadow, by grant of tho whole 
in proprietors' meeting. Their grants were entered on the 
reeocds. None of them at first took up sufficient for a 
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farm in one place. Each one besides his upland, as it was 
termed, or planting land, had in anotlicr place, and fre- 
quently quite distant, his proportion of meadow hmd. This 
was necessary because there was no hay seed known or in 
use. They had no grass for winter fodder, but bog or salt 
meadow or thatch; and each must have his share of this, 
or his cattle would perish, or brouse in the woods in win- 
ter. This will account for your asking how be obtained 
the WJiat Cheer hind. He had his location of upland 
south of the What Qicer Cove, where the rope-walks now 
stand. This is the only remnant of his property which 
now remains in possession of any of his dc^cendanU. The 
present proprietors are Williams Thayer, and his sister 
Brown. Their grandmother was great grandmother of 
Boger. 

To your next question, " Where Is the copy of the first 
charter r I answer, I think you will find it in Hasard's 
collections. The next question you proijose, ** do you 
know anything of his connection with the Baptist Church 
«• a minister r I object to the direct and positive form 
of tiio interrogatory, for knowing and believing in this case 
ore different. I will not refer you to Morton, or to Win- 
.throp, or Cotton Mather, as their opinions were formed 
from circumstances an4 coi\jectures, but to Diehard Scott, 
to Morgan Edwanls, and to tradition. Edwards in his ac- 
count of the BuptUt Churches, says : " Boger Williams 
became their minister at the time they were settled in IGdd 
but in a few years resigned the care thereof to Messrs! 
Brown and Wickendcn. Assistant to Mr. Williams was 
Bev. EjEckiel Holliman, of whom I can learn no more 
than tlmt lie came to Providence about the year 1G3G, 
and was tlie man who baptised Boger Williams ^ This 
abort account contains no posiUve evklence, but rather 
confirms tlio tradition that there were no BaptisU here be- 
fore tho year 1C38. It has never boon said, as I under- 
itand, that Mr. WlUiams was aBaptist when he left 8a- 
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lem, or when be arrived here. How long after the event, 
before be adopted tbe opinions or order of the BaptisU is 
still uocerUiiu Tradition, derived through Justice Brown, 
wbo infermed some persons now liring or latelj deceased, 
thai he lemembered tbe faoeral of Williams, says that 
Chad Blown was tbe first minister of tbe church here, and 
thai the diurch was first formed about three years after 
the arriral of Boger Williams and bis associates.^ My 
opinion is, that for several years after they became Bap- 
tists, they had no regular ministry, but that, as they bad 
DO meeting bouse, and were but few in number, they each 
ezeirised their gifts as brethren now do in conference 
meetings, which at that day was called prophecying. 

It is a singular fact, that a man of so much candor in 
other matters as Morgan Edwards, should, by bis mode of 
expression, attempt to disguise tbe fact that Williams dis- 
sented from his Baptist friends, and withdrew bis connex- 
ion from them, and disowning the valiility of their ordin- 
ances became entirely separate, by saying, •• but in a few 
years resigned the care thereof (that is of the cliureh,) to 
Messrs. Brown and Wickendcn.** Nothing but a desire 
to ph^e the name of so great a man as Roger Williams at 
the head of the caUlogue of Baptist ministers could have 
indaeed him to do this. 

Bichard Scott joined the company here in the year 1 638, 
and was one of the hundred and two purdiasers of Provi- 
dence. My manuscript authority says, he was «« a man 
of good abilities and acquirements, first of the Baptist de- 
Bominatioo of Providence, and who afterwards turned to 
the Quaken.'' Speakingof Williams he says, *• I walked 
« with him in the Baptist way about three or four months, 
«ia which time he broke from the society and decbired at 
•> large the grounds and reason of it^— that their baptism 

•TboitwlMCoavsfsed with old Ur. John Aagen on this ialtfect, 
WKT tbt btr fif od tlilf, tkot Chad Diowa was tkt flnl mtelilsr. 
J. AsmB was a GottoaioB and lbs Ian «r lbs sod. 






^ could not be right because it was not administered by an 
** apostle. After that he set up a way of seeking with two 
^ or three tluit had dissented with him, by way of preach- 
'^ ing and praying, and there he continued a year or two 
^ 'till two of the three left him. That wliich took most 
^ with him was to get honour among men," &e. 

Now, if we could ascertain tbe time when Scott became 
a Baptist, the question would be decided (as far as tbe 
credibility of Soott goes,) how long Roger Williams may 
have been a Baptist Scott walked with him, in that way 
three or four months, when Williams left them. Scott ar- 
rived in 1 G38. Tlie same year, or according to others, 
the year after this, 1G39, the company became Baptists. 
Did he then join them, or at wliat time after? Here we 
are in tbe dark. It appears that Scott continued a Bap- 
tist till the Quakers came. Tlie first Quakers arrived in 
1C56, but George Fox did not come till 1672. Whether 
he was brought over by the first missionaries, or by tbe 
preaching of Fox, is not so material. Scott continued an 
inhabitant here till bis death. His family then removed 
to Smithfleld. He has left a numerous posterity. Job 
Scott, whose life and travels you doubtless have read, was 
descended from him, and our friend, the honorable Nicho- 
las Brown, is a descendant of his ; his grandmother was a 
ScotL Tlie college was built in 1770. On tbe question 
among tbe founders of it, where on wliat lot to place the 
building, they decided on the present site of the old col- 
lege, because it was the home lot of Chad Brown, the first 
minister of the Baptist chureb. Other land could have 
been obtained, but the reason given prevailed in fixing the 
site. Had the impression been prevalent that Roger Wil- 
liams was Uie first minister or principal founder of tlie 
society, his home lot could have been purchased, which 
was a situation full as elcgible for tbe purpose. If any 
doubts rested in tbe minds of the gentlemen, at that time, 
as to the validity of tbe chiim of Chad Brown to this pro- 
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ferencc perhaps the circurast«nce of Williams de«erHng 
the order, and protesting against it, might have produced 
the determination in favor of Brown. I know Uiat from 
the dieomstMce, that Kogcr Williann was the first who 
wriTed here and began the settlement of the town, and he 
ud hl> oompanions aAerwards becoming Baptists, the 
formation of the church as weU as of the town and Slate 

haa generaUy been attributed to him, espcdallj as he was 
«a onlwned minbter j though under the former system, H 
WM ropposed,orldten for granted, that he must have been 
the first rolntater of the new cliurch. To these eoiuecturM 
■ad suppositions we hare opposed the foregoing tr«M- 

tions. 

Thus I hare as weU as in my power answered the ques- 
tions proposed, and leave it to your belter judgment to de- 
dde, espedaUy as yon may have better evidence in the 
CMC, and of which I am not possessed. 

It is • singular circumstance, that no house for worship 
was erected in tWs town nnUl sixty-four years after the 
lettlement. The first mceUng-house was built in 1700, 
OB a lot given for that use by elder Pardon TiUinghast. 
In good weather they assembled in an orcliard ; in bad 
weather in private bouses. By tliia, it would appear Umt 
their aversion to paying or maintmning ministers, arose aa 
much from the tove of money as from confcicnUous seru- 
pies, as they refused to contribute to building a meeting 
boose for the convenience of the congregation. Your hist 
question, did he ever reside in Narragansett, and did he 
preadi to the Indians ? I never understood that he resid- 
ed there except on occasional visits. I liave In my posses- 
sion at present, a testimony in his own hand writing, dated 
"Nanhiggonsck, U July, 1679, (ut vulgo)." ThU, I 
■appose, was written at the house of Richard Smith, near 
what is now eaUcd Wickford, in North IQngstown, as the 
testimoBy is in fitvor of Smith's Utle to his hinds agabst 
*lM rialma at CtoBneeticuL Bhode Idaad, and otheffc I 
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never heard of his preaching to the Indians. It is not pro- 
bable^ as ho had ceased to be a preacher, before he had 
learned the Indian language ; and not belonging to anj do* 
nomination of christiansy and being a teeker of farther light| 
and waiting for a new revelation, how could be preach, or 
what would ho preach ? No doubt he frequently gave 
them some good advicoe His kuul and benevolent diipo* 
sitaon would prompt him to thia. 

With reipectf yours, 

JOHN HOWLANDe 

I hare no time to oopjr or eorrect this. Please to take 
It as It is. 

PBOViDEifCi, Feb. 2, 1S88. 

Bbv. J. D. Kkowlbs :— 

Dear Sir >— Tour letter, bjr Mr. Langley, of January 
85th, is before me ; but the questions on which I would be 
glad to furnish information, are most of them involved in 
so much obscurity, I scarcely know where to begin in rt* 
ply. The first thing I attempted on the receipt of it, was 
to copy that part of the long letter you refer to, which is 
in my possession ; but from my many engagements, could 
not finish it in tlie time Mr. Langley fixed for his return 
to Boston. It will throw some light on some of the sub- 
jects in question ; on others, it will only render the dark- 
ness more visible. The feud between Roger Williams 
and William Harris, appears there to have originated in 
Harris' contending for the title of the courUiy^ as W. 
calls it, of up itrtami vfithoul /imtti, though it is probable 
there were other causes existing for such bitter and im- 
placable enmity as Williams exhibits. I regret that the 
remainder of the manuscript is lost, as by what appears 
we cannot ascertain the authority or commission of the 
gentlemen to whom it was addressed, by whom were they 
appofaited, Ice The number of the daims to die hnd| 
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as well as the titles under which they claimed, has sur- 
prised me as it will you. Besides the injury and injustice 
done to the Indianfl by Harris' contending that the courtc 
ly was a real grant of the land up stream, the opposiUon 
to wWch is honorable to tbe character of Williams, there 
was another cause which operated to keep up tbe content 
taon, though it is not mentioned in his long letter. The 
men of Pnwtuxet, as they are caUed in the old papers, 
were originally a part of the company who were first as- 
iodated with WUliams and others, in the ProYidcnce 
lands. They bad branched off, and settled or claimed 
the lands on that river independent of the original 
proprietors of Providence. W. Har., as Williams writes 
his name, was one of the Pawtuxet company, and 
Carpenter, who Williams says was mu with Harris, was 
also a Pawtuxet man. Tlie feud, therefore, was not 
wholly between Williams and Harris, but drew the two 
companies in opposition to each oUier ; and Willuuns ap- 
pears to be the leader of one, and Harris of the other. 
The first bounds of the Indian granU, as you will see by 
the copy I sent you, extended no further than to Ncwta- 
conkinok Hill and Maslmpaug, about four miles west of 
the great bridge. The second extended from Pawtuxet 
river to Pawtuxet, and my impression is, that Uw men of 
Pawtuxet claimed, though I know not on what pretence, 
the south part of these bnds, and joined Harris in eon- 
tending for the up Ureams title. The confirmation of this 
title, mentioned so often, was signed at Narragansett by 
the grandson of Canonicus, « 29lh of 8d month, 1659," and 
confirmed agahi by his great-grandson, 28th April, 16G0. 
The validUty of both these confirmations Williams dispute 
ed, as they both referred to the former grant of ^up 
atreams,"* and added the right to plant, &c, as Harris, who 
wrote the deed for them, made them believe that the for- 
mer grant contained snch privilege. But it seems llr. 
WilBaat did sot deny their confirming the ibnner grant 
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of «up streams" for the use of cattle, but as the young 
sachems were deceived about the extent of the former 
grant, which thoy only intended to confirm, a cheat was 
put upon them by inserting the right of planting, dec, 
though on this definition he is not explicit, but very ob- 
scure, and leaves us to conjecture and guess out his mean- 
ing. And it is singular that on a subject in which his feel- 
ings entered so deeply, and of which he says so much, 
and to men of such characters and standing as be was ad- 
dressing, that he did not state the words of the deed of 
confirmation, and show to what part he objected, with his 
reasons for the same. 

Admitting his reasons to be good and well founded, at 
the time the deeds of confirmation were executed in 1659 
and J 660, yet, at the date of his address to the commis- 
sioners in 1677, the case was materially altered ; for be- 
fore that time, it appears that the town of which he was so 
conspicuous a member, had assumed these deeds as ginng 
a good Utlc ; for in March, 1660, six men were appointed 
to &x Uie bounds of the town, seven mUes west fiom Fox 
Hill, or as we now call it. Fox Point; and on the 4th of 
June, 1660, the seven mile lino was esUblishcd, as the 
west bounds of the town for the first division, and the rest 
of the Und to be disposed of as the town should after de- 
cide. At the date of his long communication to the com- 
missioners, 1677, the whole territory, as far west as the 
ConnecUcut line, (twenty miles,) was in peaceable possess- 
ion of the Providence proprietors, or of them and the men 
of Pawtuxet. The power and right of the Indians had 
ceased the year before, by the conquest of the Indians and 
the conclusion of the war, and only a few fugitives were 
left, whose power and cUims of right to the soil had ceased, 
by what poliUcians term the right of conquest They had 
no sachem left to daim or exercise the power of making 
treaties, and were permitted to live as tenanto of the coIp 
onists, and to be assisted by them in their means of llfii^ 
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when thqr eouU not rapport ihemBdvet by hunting. I 
lij whjf wider these new dreumstanees, did he Ubor to 
faiTdidate the title of the proprietors to the land to the 
line of the Connecticut? If their title deeds wore of no 
ibroe, what title had he or his associates to any of the hmd ? 
Bj what authority did they divide it among themsdves, 
or sdl any of it to new comers ? The only reason that I 
can imaginer'-and it is only imagination, for I have no in* 
formatioo on the sutject— 4S, that Harris and the men of 
Pawtuxet daimcd H large part of the land, to the exdus* 
ioo of the ProTidence proprietors* Of this matter I hope 
to gain information, which I shall take pleasure in com- 
municating to you ; but I confess I am in the ibg respect- 
ing it at present* 

Whether the new allotments or dirisions which you 
mentaottt fa which fifty or twenty-five acres were granted, 
were west of the first bounds at Mashapaug and east of 
the seven mile line, or whether tli^ were west of the 
seven mile line, I do not at present know, having had no 
time to examine the records since I recdvcd yours about 
this and other queries you propose. I hope to write you 
further before kmg, if it please Him in whose hands my 
breath is, to grant me further time ; for my health is fail- 
fag, and my comphunt or affection of the lungs, I deem 
facarable. Even if my health was good, my age, being 
now fa my seventy fifih year, would admonish me that I 
•hall soon have no interest in the subjecU now examined, 
or fa any others which rdate solely to this state of being. 

I have mentkmed, above, of the six men establishfag, 
under votes of the town, the seven mile line. I propose 
to copy ffom the old papers, or records, the particulars 
for your fhrtber fafbrmation, as also the act of ineorporar 
thm, if I can find it, for although there is such a thfag, I 
have never seen it; but this communication, as far as it 
goes, win fhmish answers to some of your questions. 
The Historical Sode^ have now ibur difibrent commit* 
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tees at work, examfaing the old records and papers in the 
four original towns, namely. Providence, Warwick, Ports- 
mouth and Newport, and making copies, See. I say pa- 
pers, as well as records, for many material old transac- 
tions remain loose, having never been entered on the 
books. Thus copies, should they be brought together 
within a reasonable Ume, may be of great use to you in 
the work in which you ore engaged ; but I fear the 
progress will be slow, as committee men, who work for 
nothing m the difierent counties, will take their own Ume 
and leisure. If what 1 have here written should appear with- 
out form, I wish you to exercise candor, as I write under 
many disadvantages as lean secure a moment's time; and 
I wish you rather to doubt my capacity and abilities, than 
my good fatentions. 

With great respect, 

Yours, 

JOHN HOWLAND. 

Paovidencr, March 5th, 1832. 
(Annircnaiy of the Boston Maimciv.) 

Bbv. Jambs D. Kkowles : 

My Dear Sir:— The kst bundle of documenU was 
made out and directed to you, three or four weeks before 
they were sen^ waiting for an opportunity, which Mr. 
Langley at hist found, and I hope it Irns arrived safe. 
The answers to your questions must come from me limb by 
limb, and I hope you will excuse me for want of a regu. 
far course of detail. I now enclose a sheet of copies of 
old papers, whidi I have found in one of my dmwers, I 
not having Imd time to examine the derk's office for any- 
thing more applicable to the several questions. In writ- 
ing the bic^raphy of Roger Williams, I conceive it is ne- 
cessary to state the drcumstances, or the state of sodety, 
fa which he lived. Many Uiings in his history which on 
first view may appear strange, wiU be accounted for favorw 
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able to him bj euch an examination. Tliia can be done 
under the broken and detached etate of old transactions, 
onlj by examining a variety of papert ; and although 
they maj rdate to different subjects and different timef, a 
judgment may be forroed of the singuhir situation in 
which he was phned. I therefore send these diseonneeted 
pieces. Some of them will shed light on some things of 
which you wish to be informed. 

I have not found anjrthing fully to satisfy my mind 
when the first Weybosset bridge was built* A ferry was 
kept there before there was any bridge. But what you 
mention about an old vote, or order to build one from 
llioaias Olney^ land, I think must hav^ been further up 
the river, either tlie Mooshausuck or Wonasquatuckct, as 
I have been . frequently told by Nathan Waterman, 
that teams and men on horseback used to cross the 
river, (before his day,) across the clam bed oppooito 
Angell's land, (at low tide,) and land somewliero on the 
western shore* The Thomas Olney lot was where 
the Knight Dexter tavern now is, and Angell*s was the 
next south, including part of the Baptist meeting-houso 
ki and Steeple street In front of this lay the shoal 
plaoe called the dam bed* The paper on the sheet rela* 
tive to raising money to build bridges, reads as if there 
had not been one before that date* But I have no doubt 
there was one before; and Abbott's lease seems to confirm 
ity although that is dated a short time after the subscript 
tton pi^mr, and if it had then been a new bridge, he would 
have called it so. 

Too ask for a copy of the act incorporating the town. 
I have not yet searched for it, but intend ta If I had 
lived in those days, I should have opposed receiving such 
an act from the (Seneral Assembly. The four original 
towns mmU the (Seneral Assembly, and tliey could confer 
DO power which was not already possessed by the old 
towns. New towns might be incorporated, hot it was 
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absurd for the old ones to receiro authority from their 
own agcnu or deputies. We ea^ «„d felt the disadvan- 
tageofthw pretended act of incorporation two or three 
7e«» -go* when th« «Aool biU w« di«a«»cd and pawed. 
The A«eablr then claimed the power to r^JTZ 
towns from laying taxe. for the .upport of «;hool^ a. thoy 
•aid no such power was granted them in thdr acU of in- 
«MporatM»n. and tha* .U the power of the towna was de- 
n«d fton, speeml agents of the GenenU Awembly. But 
Ae truth 1., the old town, had, from their fi„t .etUement, 
the power to .«».. tare, for this a. weU as for other pu^ 
poses, and they did not relinquish it when they received 
«rpor«. power.. The acU of inconH>ration could not 
gnuit or restrict, but only conBrm U.epowe« alreadyex- 
Utaift which were not contrary to the kws of England. 

With respect and regard, yours, 

Uon on whK5h you desir« information, and if in m/^wTr 
I wiU furnish it with pleasure. ^ ^ ' 

In one of the preceding letters, Mr. Howland 
refers to a notice of Roger Williams, written br 
him and published in the Rhode Island Litcrarr 
Bepository in 1815. This is a concise accoun^f 
his amval at Plymouth and the cause of his learinir 
there; his connection with the First Church in S.^ 
lorn, and his subsequent flight from that place • hi* 
settlement in Providence, and the peculiaj stat^ of 
his company of emigrants as "an assemblage of in- 
dmduals, each possessing and exercising all i, 
attributes of sovereignty in and over his own pZ 
BOn and independent of his contemporaries." fore- 
^pon them the necessity of a social cimpwt 
hwed oa « allegiance to the king of Great Britab •" 
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and tbo eases of eonscienee growing oot of their 
peeoliar form of gOTemroent. These points are 
now familiar to the general reader of history, and 
need not be repeated here. In elosing his sketek 
Mr. Howland says : 

''Mr. Williams was highly respected by the na« 
tire princes. Hiantonomo, who stood among the 
sachems like Agamemnon among the Grecian kings, 
paid him great deference and respect, and his good 
oflSccs were acknowledged by the people of Massa- 
chusetts, in preserving peace between them and the 
Narragansett sachems. The Indiarfs were numer* 
008 and powerful, and had they united and been so 
disposed, it was in their power to hare eztiri)ated 
the English settlers. To the influence which Mr. 
Williams had acquired among them, and which was 
strengthened by his perfect knowledge of their Ian* 
guage, may in some degree be attributed the long 
continued peace, which was enjoyed by our ances- 
tors of this and neighboring colonies. 

" Sereral of the associates of Mr. Williams in the 
establishment of the new colony, were men of emi- 
nent abilities, and probably understood the nature 
of ciril and religious liberty better than many min- 
isters of state at that time in Europe, where a few 
years later, these subjects were drawn into discus- 
sion, and employed the talents of the ablest men, 
especially during the reign of Charles the First, and 
vnder the Commonweal Ui." 

That Mr. iio.r!''nd held Williams in high esteem, 
these letters, as well as what he has >i7:!^^n and 
tpokea elsewhere, abundantly show. He honored 
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him as the founder of " ihr% «..«♦ 

world that cstabli hod f cedt^ 0^*"^' '" *^« 
Ifeious concerns „ the hju^r jf^^-'^fenco in re 

At the .an.0 tin.c the, in'^^^'^hTt ZT'''''''" 
ccalcd, and thercforowhat^o Jri^A T' *^"* 
«od to omit, that hU i«in.i«tio?!l" T '""**'- 
ficd. In hi. estimate of Cia J ^ "''^'^»- 
discriminated between the I'^;:;;;'^'^;^, ho 

desiastic. To the integrity Zl^l ^J^.k l"^ 
mcr ho paid sincere homaiw Z^?. ?^ ^•"•• 
divity of the latter to meuX'sica, «/ ^ ^'^ 
hodouldnot sympathize, Tnd h' «ft '^'•**«»"" 
regret that the intellect fotLext !,T'"*'' 
theological dogmas, had not bZ IT'^ "P^" 
laying the foundation of a sysvT .V "^""^^ ^ 
cation, embued with the ,p.>u of ch^tff '^ '**"• 
.urest «tfeg«ard against tyrannrt tSX*' """ 
tetoleranco in the Church. ®***« *"<* 
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CHAPTER XII. 



The jear 1836 was one of unusual aciiTitj and 
mental labor with Mr. Howland. In addition to the 
ordinary duties which fullj occupied bis business 
hours, be prepared two historical lectures, and 
made extensire researches to supply materials for 
several other public discourses, besides furnishing' 
facts and dates of old transactions to numerous ap* 
plicants. The ercnt of the year which most deep^ 
ly interested him was the second centennial celcbra* 
tion of the landing of Roger Williams and his as- 
sociates in ProTidence. Tliis took place on the 
fifth day of August, under the joint direction of 
committees appointed by the Rhode Island Histor- 
ical Society and by the City CounciU* The day 
was ushered in by the ringing of bells and a salute 
of one hundred guns. A military and civic proces- 
sion marched through several of the principal streets 
to the First Baptist meeting house, whore an in* 
teresting and instmotive oration was delivered by 
"boD. John Pitman, in the presenoe of an immense 
ivdieiiM. The part assigned Mr. Howland in tbef o 

•OomsilttM sf tiM HItlofkil SoeMr^Winiin a. liaplM, TiMSUtf 
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ceremonies, was the reading of the following beau- 

And in wboM li^bt day* «• M rtnT^ 

A IbOOMUld /Ml* but M • d^^; * 

Wbo fled Aioni p«n«eaUont tod 

• Sir*"*" ""• '^W •»<• «»«« iMd. 
2ViM miM fitr the mib of Ood; 

9' TbOB npon wbom In tbdr dUtfWf 

Bert in tbc bowling wUderncM 
"•'••flrm, uAUiwtaC'Bope^niM; 
4. TbOB, nolo wbom In tbnt duk boor 

■^JJ^'T^ ««»»««>ned brpoww 
iMtn» bofs tonl migbt wonbip tbM; 

«. Itou onto wbom Uten i«m Ihelrpmw, 
^^.-'•^'•coormenm.gb.o^r 
Wblcb Uwjr bad ben npbeld alone; 

flWioV tto world In .plendoroVer^ 
**« day of taiU,. tboogb Ion, delajod. 
Wm eome at laat, "fa OoB w, nor..- 

•plrited and JmproMlvo manner. In accordant S A 
the pmctleo of tbo l».t oonturr, ho md SThJln 
o^H and (ben « dowoned" 0/ ro C lufc 
which wore .«ng to tbo tuno of Old S.idJo5 "? 
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tbo congregation, led by the New England ConBcr- 
vatorj of Music. The full, clear tones of the ven- 
erable reader, the unction of bis delivery, and tbo 
devotion inspired by tbc iwoll of a thousand voices, 
imparted to this exercise an influence that penetra- 
ted every heart, and that gave evidence of the 
power of '* congregational singing" as an element 
of worship. Following the public exercises was a 
Bubscription dinner, opening wiUi an " Indian ban- 
quet" in the style of one, according to tradition, 
spread for Williams by Miantinomi, and crowned 
with " creature comforts" served in more modem 
fashion. " An Indian mat being spread out, a largo 
wooden platter, well filled with boiled bass, graced 
the centre, supported on the one side by a wooden, 
dish of parched com, and on the other by a similar 
one of succotash. Beyond the whole, an enormous 
bowl of wood flowing to the very brim with pure 
water, supplied by the self-same crystal spring 
which of old furnished to the red man his invigora- 
ting draught, invitingly presented itself to the 
thirsty lookers on, who by means of the antique 
cup appended to its edge, were fumished with con- 
vincing proof that the beverage quaflcd by the In- 
dian in his native stote, cheered but did not in- 
ebriate." 

At this repast, Hon. Samuel W. Bridgham, mayor 
of the city, presided, assisted by Hon. James Fen- 
ner, Edward Carrington, Esq., and Hon. Nicholas 
Brown. 

To the dinner succeeded toasts and speeches. 
Of the volunteer toasts, Mr. Howland offered four. 
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The first, referring to the Rhode Island delegation 
ill Congress, was responded to by Hon. Aslicr Rob^ 
bins. The second was to " the memory of Canon- 
ieus and Miantonomi, from whom the first company 
of emigrants obtained the fee simple of Providence 
Plantations." The third was to <' governor Wins- 
low of the old colony of Plymouth— the public and 
private benefactor of Roger Williams." And the 
fourth was to " Clarke, Coddington, and their six- 
teen associates, who by the aid of Roger Williams, 
possessed the beautiful Island of Aquidneck, and 
established the second colony of Rhode Island." 
These sentiments show not only the thoughts he 
had associated with the day, but also his aptitude 
for appropriately blending with it names deserved- 
ly dear to the founder and the early settlers of 
Rhode Island, and which will ever be held in honor 
by their posterity. 

The day was closed as it was ushered in, with 
the roar of cannon and the ringing of bells. In the 
evening there was a brilliant display of fireworks ; 
and thus terminated a jubilee of extraordinary in-' 
terest to the citizens of Providence, and the thou- 
sands from abroad who participated in it. It was 
a worthy remembrance of one who penetrated the 
wilderness " not only that he might worship God 
according to his own convictions of truth and duty 
but that he might prepare an asylum where the 
persecuted of all sects might eiyoy the same relig- 
ious freedom."* 

On the 30th of April, 1839, the New York His- 
torical Society celebrated the semi-centennial an- 

*ClMiiBlag. 
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nivcnsary of the first inaugBralion of Ocoreo Wuah- 
ioglon «« prcsidcDt of lUo Cniled StiUi, and tho 
organizolion of llio general goTcrnmcnt under lUo 
Federal contlitulioe. Letters of invilalion irero 
addreoed to distinguished survitcrsof the rorolu- 
tionarj period, to the Historical Societies of other 
SUtes, and to various public functionaries, request- 
ing their attendance. Tho Rhode Island Historical 
Society responded to tho invitation, by appointing 
ten delegates to attend the celebration. Three 
only of Uio number irero able to be present, viz ! 
John Howland, Ilcv. Edward B. Hall, D. D., and 
Dr. Joseph Mauran. Tho occasion was one of ex- 
traordinary interest, and seldom haa an anniversary 
been graced by 80 numerous a company of gentle- 
men, eminent for talent, station and inllucncc. Tho 
oration was delivered in the presence of an im- 
mcnso concourse of people, by John Quincy Adams, 
tho sixth president of the United States. It occu- 
pied about two hours in the delivery, " and by tho 
extraordinary ability, learning and eloquence which 
it displayed, fully suatainod the most sanguine an- 
ticipations of the friends of tho distinguished oro- 
tor." It closed with these laggostivo and impres- 
Bive words : 

"Fellow citizens, tho ark of joiircovcnantia the 
declaration of independonee. Your Mount Ebal 
is the confederacy of separate SUto sovereignties, 
and your Mount Gerizim is tho Constitution of tho 
United States. In that scene of tremendous and 
awftil Bolomnity, narrated in the Holy Scriptures, 
tiiero is not a curse pronounced against the people, 
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upou Mount Ebal, not a UcssinK promised them 
upon Slotint Gcrijiim, wliicli joiir postcritymay not 
BulVcr or enjoy, from your and their adherence to, 
or departure from, the principlefl of the declaration 
of independonee, praetically interwoven in the con- 
stitution of tho United States. Lay up these prin- 
ciples, then, in your liearts, and in your souls — biod 
thorn for aij^'ns upon your lianda, that tlicy may )>o 
fts frontlets between your eyes— teaching them to 
your children, speaking of them when sitting in 
yonr houses, ivhen walking by tho way, when Iving 
down and when rising up — writo Ihcni upon the 

door platea of your liouaes, and upon your gates 

cling to them as tho issues of life— adlierc to thcni 
as the cords of your eternal salvation. So may 
your children's children at the nc.\t return of tltis 
day of jubilee, after a full century of experience 
under your national constitution, celebrate it a'min 
in the full enjoyment of all tlie blesnings recognized 
by you in tho conimouioration of tliis day, and of 
all tho blessings promised to tlio children of Israel 
upon Mount Oopizim, aa tUo reward of obedience 
to tho law of God," 

Tho public cxcrcisos voro followed by a dinner 
at tho City Hotel. At six o'clock, P. M., tho soci- 
ety with invited guests, sat down to elegantly fur- 
nished tables, at which Peter G. Stuyvcsant pre- 
sided, ossisted by Philip Hone, judge Bctts, and 
CIiarlcB King. Attcr tho removal of the cloth, 
toasts wcro proposed, and appropriate speoclies 
were made, by P, G. Stuyroeant, prosidont Adams, 
Philip Hone, gonoral Winficld Scott, John DaWs, 
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Judge of the U. S. District Court for Massachu- 
setts, William Pennington, governor of New Jer- 
sey, William Willis, of Portland, Me., and several 
others. 

Of this festive coropanj, no one entered more 
heartily into the spirit of the hour than did Mr. 
Howland. Tlie presence of the venerable patriots, 
colonel John Trumbull and general Morgan Lewis, 
gave freshness to the memories of days when tho 
hope of freedom for the American continent and 
tlie world, rested on an army seemingly insignifi- 
cant for numbers, half clad, poorly fed, and inade- 
quately provided with munitions for defence ; and 
as ho listened to tho tributes paid to the public and 
private character of Washington, and to the worth 
of the actors in the struggle for independence, the 
fire of patriotism burned anew in his aged bosom ; 
his eye brightened, his pulse quickened, and for tho 
moment in imagination, he was once more at the 
side of his beloved commander, pressing to Uie res- 
cue of his oppressed country. 

A sentiment having been oficred, relating to 
Shode Island, it became tho duty of Mr. Howland, 
as president of tho Historical Society, to respond, 
which he did briefly in the following terms : 

^ Tho citizens of our several States are united 
by stronger bonds than those engrossed on parch- 
ment. The place of present residence, in many 
instances, may not describe the home of the indi- 
vidual ; yet in a larger view, we cannot be said to 
be separate from our friends and connections while 
^e are within the limits of the union. The first 
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^stance in history in which Rhode Island and Xcw 

SLrwi,' :r'''''' ^^^^^ p'^^^ '- i^c^, when 

Thomas Willctt was appointed mayor of th s cit> 
He afterwards returned to Rhode Wand, where 1' 
monument now exists. To thousands of otS^^^^ 
:mr"".f "^""^ ,,d Ilistorical SocTe te 

n, «,„onr Of Tho«« W„c«. U.0 <•«. „.,or of Kew Tork. 

hvu ^"''*,' ""'"''"^' '^^'•- "o'-Iand, accompanied 
by hu daughter, set out for Trenton/to reS 1 
ba tlc^rouud of 1776. They arrhed abo H 
©clock, and put up at a hotel 0„ m,i,- . 
bi. object to the^andl rd and "t:: ;^^^^^ 

wa..adoac;illa^iu.;T^^^^^^^^ 
bo k.ndly proffered his services as a ^ dland 
y were soon on a ramble over town Vl 
more congenial spirits seldom met The" ZZ 

UoI::dTti"";"'''^°"'° tbeme'tSTMr 
^owianu, of tho wisdom of his mllUj,^^ ^ 

•Pitod. Th,,, ,p,k„ of u„ ^^ „to,ji./ a,. 
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erosfling tho Delaware ; the capiare of tlie Hcs- 
Bians; the bivouac thai lulled Cornwallis into 
twelve hours* delay of his contemplated attack ; 
the surpripe of the British commander when he 
discovered the escape of his expected prey ; tho 
forced night-march upon Princeton, and its tri* 
umph ; and tho results to the world of the une* 
qual but successful contest for freedom. Thus 
they went on, one contributing reminiscences from 
his personal experiencCi and the other drawing 
from the ample stores of a richly furnished histor- 
ic mind ; and as the latter proceeded with a succes- 
sion of anecdote and remark, his animated tones 
seemed to revitalize his not very vigorous compan- 
ion, and to make him insensible of fatigue. 

Somo changes had taken place in the aspect of 
Trenton since Mr. Rowland last saw it, yet fewer 
than had marked the progress of time in many 
other towns. Some of the old dwellings remained, 
and as he passed along, his tenacious memory en- 
abled him readily to recognize and point out locali- 
ties signalized by martial deeds. '' Down that 
street,*' said he, " our brigade covered the retreat 
of the party sent forward to make a show of re- 
sisting Uio enemy's entrance into town from that 
quarter. Passing that street, we received their 
fire, and drove them back with tlie play of our 
cannon. On this bridge I stood, when our troops, 
rushing over, pressed mo harcL against the Iiorso 
rode by Washington. In yonder field our men 
formed. Within this lino our camp-fires wero 
built And now/' ho added in a slightly excited 
Toicei ^ I want to show my daughter where I 
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scraped .wajr tho snow and laj down in my blank- 
ot that night • Approaching a mansion with a 

nn?"«^?K '^"*' *'*'''»'»H«ah, thcroistho 
place, at tho samo time pointing to tho centre of 
the garden Ilia guide wa, delighted wiU To 
q«.ckne8, of his recolloctionB, anf sai^Xt 1 

wc^e -t" r"* *"' '' •"•" ^^ - moment hey 

Sknfof r""* !'" -™o™'>'c-Pot. The lo^J 
talking of the party attracted an elderly lady to 

ion u' T " t'^' * "'"'^ "^P"- »^ "«'^»'- 
T:a I. « ^ ^'"^ '"""cdiately explained. « Hero '• 

21-'^' T '^ ^'"''•"gton'8 soldier,, who i, 
show ng tho place where ho slept tho ni4.t aJJr 
crossmg the bridge." On learning who ^ flo^ 
land was, and that ho came from a State di.r 

roromionary cause, ho was cordially invited T 
and during a brief stay received from his hostos' 
horjelf^of patriotic desccn, the most deliiir:::. 

With his genial Wend, the flow of convcrsatioa 
THIS unbroken until the hour for deDart..r!^K 
enl^ring the ears, he was soon Ltnay^t:;^ 
York. Ow.ng to the neglect of tho engineer ani 
fireman, who had fallen asleep at their pi tt 
^c went down, the steam failed, and near Wk 

to fire up," and set the enitine a'^iin in n/JT 

delayed tho arrival in Now York fnt^-, ***'?"' 
nioht nrK^.. u *^ ^^ew zorK until near mid- 

Si-.^h!. . T'""'^ *^« congratuUtionTof 
friends, who had begun to feel apprehension, fy, 

if 
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his safety. Wearied as ho was bjr the excursion, 
he entertained the eompany witli a graphic account 
of his adventures, and after taking some refresh- 
ment retired. The next day he attended the dcd- 
ication of the Church of the Messiah, and taking 
the boat for Providence the evening of the fol- 
lowing day, reached home without further fatigue. 
To a superficial observer, tliis visit may seem 
but a pleasant break in the monotony of retire- 
ment. To Mr. Howland it certainly had that use. 
Its agreeable connections made it every way grat- 
ifying, and ho ever cherished it among the pleasant 
recollections that ministered to Uie cheerfulness of 
advancing years. But to the historian or the phi- 
losopher, it presents something else than the fea- 
tures of a common-place occurence. The journey 
blends with it objects, and suggests thoughts, of 
instructive interest. It brings before Uie mind the 
heroic period of our country's history, and exhib- 
its the picture of a people of indomitable energy, 
rising to resist oppression— a people, standing 
forth the unfaltering defenders of a mighty idea, 
resolving to establish freedom on the western 
continent, on an immovable basis. And when, 
after a lapse of more than sixty years, wo 
see an old roan bending his stepi to a spot 
made sacred by blood and privation, as if to 
re-affirm the value of a principle that then and 
there had governed his oction, and that has since 
"penetrated from the Atlantic to the rocky moun- 
tains, and opened a paradise upon the wttds wa- 
tered by the father of floods," it presents a epec- 
tode rising to the subMme, and incites as to eling 
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with all the tenacity of our moral natures, to that 
law which proclaims liberty as the birthright of 
the human race. 

In the winter of 1841, Mr. Howland received an 
invitation to deliver an address before the Mechan- 
ics' Association of Newport, with which ho com- 
plied. A violent storm for several preceding days, 
and the obstruction of Bristol ferry by an accuinu' 
lation of broken ice, rendered the journey both 
fatiguing and perilous to a man of eighty-four years; 
but the obstacles were overcome, and the engage- 
ment promptly met. His welcome was cordial and 
gratifying, but it was an hour of grave retrospec- 
tion. When, more than three-quarters of a century 
before, with hopeful spirit and buoyant tread, he 
departed from homo to carve his fortune in another 
sphere, the family circle was unbroken. Father 
and mother, six brothers and a sister, were at the 
threshhold to bestow their parting blessing. Now, 
all except one brother,* fifteen years his senior! 
were gone. Besides that brother, few among his 
oudienco could ho greet as childhood companions. 
They bad finished their course and passed on to 
other scenes, while he survived to speak to their 
posterity of « events and transactions " which were 
to « have an influence on all coming time." None 
bettor thaa ho understood the significance of tlie 
review, or more readily accepted its lesson. Ria 
theme was Rhode Island history, and from possa- 
ges relating to Newport the following are selected : 
« For one hundred and fifty years from the or- 
nval of the first settlors here, Newport and Bos- 

* noaijr nowlMd. B« died te 1849, acwl 89 yavi. 
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ton wore considered the two capital towns of New 
England, and their commerce rendered each of 
them mperior to New York. • . • • • Newport 
earljr engaged In navigation. SoTcral of the first 
proprietors of the island were possessed of larger 
property than those of the Providence colony.— 
Some of them were from commercial cities in Eu* 
rope, others were encouraged to emigrate from 
Massachusetts and settle among them, and they 
received considerable addition to their number 
from Providence during the Indian war. 

** When that part of Providence, now comprised 
within the city limits, ceased to be a mere farming 
district, the first movements in trade and com- 
merce were confined to the purchase of lumber and 
peltry, and shipping it by the river craft to New- 
port, in eichange for foreign articles. The natural 
result of these various circumstances, was tlie ex- 
tension of the commerce of Newport to every part 
not proscribed by the British colonial system.— 
One circumstance in proof of the ascendency of 
Newport and the southern part of the colony, dur- 
ing the first century, is most remarkable. Although 
the governors of the colony were annually elected, 
yet, from 1647 to 1748, there were but two gov- 
ernors chosen in the north county, Roger Williams, 
who served two years, and Joseph Jenckes, who 
served in that oflice five years. Thus, during nine- 
ty-four years of the one hundred and one, all the 
governors were of Newport, except the two years 
when the charter was superseded by Sir Edmond 
Andros. It does not appear that this was induced 
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hjuij local feoliog roUtiro to north or ioutlLbut 
to Uve boon m a mattor of course, or by common 

tto pabHo i„toro.t fn what pwt of o«r ,«»1| tonl 
iory the goremor maj reildo, yet in modern Ume.. 
It frequently become, a .ubjoct of debate on the 
approach of an election. 

" Newport, possessed of the best harbor, and the 
«afo.t to enter at all seasons of the year, of any in 
the United States, must, since the di^ovcry if 
Steam power, become one of our best manufactur- 
ing cities. A good beginning has been made, and 
other manufactures, beside those of cotton, must 
•nd ought to follow. ' 

ul^! V^ ;^ ""•** "^ '"**°"*"'' •» anyobscrra. 
tion in this address, to assume the office belonging 

i^l.!?l f ?"^" *" a>«^lccn an interest in the 
inhabitants of thU, my native town, to the subject 
now brought before them. Others, who will follow 
m thU course, with more intelligence, and a vigor 

under which I have travelled, will be able to move 
you with more and better effect. The valuable in- 

lustory of Narragansctt, collected and published 
under the auspices of tlie Historical Society, by 
Ehsha K. Potter, ought to stimulate some gentle^ 
man, resident m this part of the State, to collect 
materials and commence a history of the county 
of Nowport. Let him also bear in mind what CaU 
ender effected an hundred years ago, without ma- 
tonal assistance from any of his cotemporarics. The 
second century discourse, by Mr. Ross, as a continua- 
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tion of the ecclesiastical history of his own church, 
also furnishes many materials for a county history. 
Let u go on, then, till we have a history of every 
parish, of every town and connty, and of the State 

at large. 

« The monuments of onr early history are con- 
tinually perishing, and their loss cannot be rcstor- 
ed. Let ns now gather up the fragments before 
they are totally beyond our reach. Within the 
last two years, the dwelling house erected by the 
first WilUam Coddington, has been pulled down, 
and most of the timber which composed a part of 
that ancient building, has been committed to the 
flame*. The names and the circumstances connect- 
ed wiUi that ancient vcstago of antiquity, ought to 
have saved it from destruction. We may ask, why 
did not the Stater-why did not the town of New- 
port purchase this property, and preserve it at 
least for another century ? The answer must be, 
because the attention of the people generally has 
not been drawn to the subject of our early history. 
So tiioughticss, so careless have we been, that not 
one out of twenty of tiio dosccndante of the iirst 
settlers can tell you where tiio ashes of tiicir pro- 
seniton rest, or repeat tlio christian names of the 
four or five generations of tiiem who have passed 
the time of their probation here. Coddington waj 
one of those devoted Pilgrims who removed with 
his &mily and property to tiiis country.to ciyoy 
that political and religious freedom of which church 
and state had deprived him in his native land ; and 
Iw WM one of that noble company whicb laid tiio 
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right of private judgment and freedom of conscience 
as the foundation of their little colonj, when they 
first assembled on this island. Tho Coddington 
housOi as tradition statosi was the residcnco of four 
generations of that family, and when it passed to 
others, it was suffered to decay. 

*' It was the last honse left in Newport, built by 
any of the original company. It was the house in 
which George Fox, the patriarch and founder of 
the denomination of Quakers, resided while he re* 
mained in Rhode Island. Coddington being one 
of his early converts, it is highly probable that 
those of the same faith and persuasion first and 
frequently assembled here in solemn worship. A 
mansion in so many ways connected with, and com* 
bining such early associations in the mind of every 
antiquarian, and which had stood through a sue* 
cession of an hundred and seventy years, which had 
witnessed the decay or removal of all the buildings 
of the age, ought to have been preserved in its an* 
cient form, as a standing witness to other and 
future generations, of those scenes and circumstan- 
ces through which their predecessors had passed. 

*' Wlien I beheld tho massy beams which had com* 
posed the strong frame-work of the building lying 
near the site of tho ancient foundation, I could not 
suppress, but gave utterance to those deep feelings 
of regret and sorrow, which the view of these ruins 
80 strongly excited. In the whole catalogue of 
wonders, recorded by Richard Mather, there is 
none so wonderful as the apathy whicli has fallen 
on this generation in relation to the memory of 
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their ancestors. There are few who consider 
the divine command, ' honor thy father and thy 
mother/ as extending further than to their imme- 
diate parents, while the graves of their fathers may 
be trampled on or passed by as only composing a 
part of the common earth. It is, however, a pleas- 
ing exception to this, that the little grave-yard in 
which six of the first governors of this colony now 
rest, has been decently enclosed at the expense of 
the Society of Friends." 

A subsequent invitaAion to deliver a lecture be- 
fore 4 Lyceum, at Lowell, Mr. Howland felt 
obliged to decline, and with these parting words to 
the citizens of his native town, he terminated his 

public efforts. 

In 1843, the Massachusetts Historical Society 
celebrated in Boston, tho second centennial anni- 
versary of the confederation of the New England 
colonies. By inviUtion, Mr- Howland was present 
It was an event in which he felt more than ordi- 
nary interest, and while history reminded him that 
the PlanUtions of Providence •* desired in vain to 
participate in the benefits of the union," and that 
« the request of the Island of Rhode Island was 
equally rejected,"* ho sympathised with the spirit 
which prompted the commemoration. He found 
pleasure in the reflection, that time had obliterated 
the prejudices upon which that rejection was found- 
ed, and that in the struggle and sacrifice for a na- 
tionality now « bounded only by the Atlantic and 
Pteifie oceans," Rhode Island stood fraternally 
(ride \^ side with these once exclusive colonies. 
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^' Although," ho says, " tho colony of Rhode Island 
was excluded from the privilege of being a member 
of that confederation, and was left to defend her- 
self against tho Indian tribes within her limits, yet, 
as old things are passed away, wo rejoice that bet- 
tor feelings now exist, and as the union and friend- 
ship of all tho Now England States is essential to 
their prosperity and happiness, we hope it may in- 
crease and be porpetuated.''t 

Tho learned discourse of ex-president John 
Quincy Adams, was marked by the exactness of 
statement and fullness of detail which affix peculiar 
value to such productions, and as Mr. Howland fol- 
lowed him closely in his review of tho history of 
the confederated union, " the model and prototype 
of tho North American confederacy of 1774," he 
felt gratified in hearing many of his cherished and 
often repeated opinions confirmed, especially that 
"the Plymouth Pilgrims had no ambition of con- 
quest, and no purpose of iiyustico to tho natives of 
this hemisphere mingled with their migration for 
settlement," and that they were " remarkable for 
having furnished tho first example in modern times 
of a social compact or system of government insti- 
tuted by voluntary agreement, conformably to the 
laws of nature, by men of equal rights." If he was 
edified by the erudition of the orator, he was no 
loss amused by his plausible justification of Massa- 
chusetts in banishing Eoger Williams, as well as 
his adroitness in setting forth the " conscientious 
contentious spirit" which pervaded the New Eng- 
land Colonies, and of which ho pronounced Wil- 

tUtter to IUm. Hist 8oe. iS43. 
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liams " the very impersonation"— a declaration 
balanced by a compliment to his eloquence and 
power as a preacher, and an acknowledgment that 
the spirit of charity or toleration on which he 
founded his government, constituted ** his highest 
title to renown.'* 

For aboriginal names, as applied to localities, 
Mr. Howland manifested a strong attachment, and 
against their obliteration, whether in town or conn* 
try, ho uniformly protested. Many of them were 
more cuphoneous than their English substitutes, 
and all of them had a signiGcance which was lost 
in the change* Besides, changes of this sort, had 
a tendency to weaken that reverence for the past, 
which in his opinion, was essential to a true appro* 
ciation and wise improvement of the present. It 
might seem a little thing to such as were not stu* 
dents of cause and effect ; but it was ifevertheless 
.an evil. It fostered a spirit already too apparent 
in the community, and which needed a wholesomo 
•restraint 

Tor the safety of the public records, he also ex- 
.'pressed a strong solicitude, quickened by the con- 
sciousness of their serious exposure, and we find 
that as early as 1818 the subject was agitated in 
town meeting. January 14th, of that year, he was 
associated with Messrs. Thomas P. Ives, and Zach* 
ariah Chaffee, on a committee ^ to inquire into tlio 
expediency of erecting a suitable building for the 
accommodation of the town clerk's and town 
treasurer's ofliceSi and for the accommodation of 
:tbe town watch.'' The committee reported at the 
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town meeting, April 15th, that they were -fully 
convinced of the expediency- of providing a build- 
iDg suited to the objects contemplated in their in- 
structions, and that in their judgment « the public 
records ought to be removed from their present 
exposed situation as soon as a proper and convcn. 
lent place could be procured for them." In con- 
formity with these views, they recommended "the 
erection of a stone fire proof building with a room 
in the second story," adapted to all town purposes, 
ihe report being read, was referred to the next 
annual town meeting, at which no action was had. 
The question of location being undecided, the com- 
mit tee were continued with their original powers, 
nothing more appears on record until April 19th, 
18-0, when the committee again reported. They de- 
Clare that they " are more than ever convinced, 
that no further delay ought to be made in this busi- 
ncss, but that the present situation of the town 
and probate records should induce the town to pro- 
vide a more safe and secure place for their deposit." 
And there, for a time, the subject seems to have 
rested. But with Mr. Howland it was an ever 
present thought, and in 1844 he addressed a letter 
to the mayor and aldermen, calling their attention 
to the importance of some municipal action, to 
which ho received the following reply : 

Xf 1 o. ^^o'-'OfliccAug. 13, 1844. f 

My dear S.r:^The cemmunicalion which you present. 

ed to me yesterday, I laid before the hoard of «lCe„ 

SlL'ui^ . "-^tl>o -»e should be placed on theSTlci 

Should you desire thai it should be published, it will gl^^ 
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me pleasure to furnish a copy, or to take nnj other meas- 
ures jou maj desire* At all times, communications from 
a dtifcii so long connected with the municipal gOTcm* 
mentSi alMiU rcoeire prompt attention* 

I remain, rerj respectftillj joors, 

TllOa IL BURGESS^ Mayor. 
JORM HowLANDy Esq. 

In 1847 was completed the ono hnndrcdth yeiur 
since the re-annexation of the towns of Cnmbcr* 
land, Bristol, Warren, Barrington, Tircrton and 
Littio ComptoD, to tho jurisdiction of Bhode 
Island. Tho crcnt was deemed too important in 
the history of the State to be passed unnoticed. 
The Rhode Island Ilistorical Society suggested a 
public commemoration, and by its committee unit- 
ed with committees from the several towns in 
making the necessary arrangements. 

The celebration took place at '' Stone Bridge,*' 
Tirerton, July 5, and drew together a largo con- 
course from Providence, Warren, Bristol, New- 
port, and other towns. The day was intensely 
hot, but did not prevent Mr. Howland and his ven- 
erable friend William Wilkinson, then the last, it 
is believed, of general Ezekicl Comell's brigade, 
joining the procession which scaled the embank- 
ments of old fort Barton, on the Heights, to listen 
to an oration from Alfred Bosworth, Esq., of War- 
ren. It was a clear and well written account of 
the circumstances connected with the event which 
gave rise to the celebration, together with a brief 
outline of the early settlement of each of the six 
towns. The orator was peculiarly happy in his 
delineations of the scenes and characters belong- 
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ing to that portion of Rhode Island history, and 
revived many pleasant reminiscences of B ack- 
Btono, Willctt, Byficld, and Church, and the san- 
gujnarjr struggles of King Philip's wir. 
The spot chosen for tho cxcroisc. was fitting 

Ifir'""*' "f *"' '"^^'« P'-ot^^^o- from 
tho fierce rays of a midday sun, would have bee^ 

^0 most delightful that could have been selected 
From thcrsummit of the rugged eminence, opened 
a prospect of surpassing beauty, embracigTol 
of the most remarkable scenes of aboriginal a^d 
revolutjonary history. Turning towards U.e nor h. 
west, tho eye rested on Mount Hope, the homo 
and grave of Philip. Near by, the sp'r s of Bri.! 

boro arms in the cause of freedom. On the west 
stretching from Mount Hope bay to "he bTlJ 
ocean lay Rhode Island, wUh its Witt tZ 
^mt '^7''^«°«°'I'*««nce, and other insulated 
locaities of lesser note, revealing on the high land 
nearjr m ine with « Stone Bridge," the ou^e of 

^v«a '^T«« '''' ^'"*'"' *•'« continentJZ 
waved in 1778; and following the beautifu cm! 
passage to its mingling with U,e deep sea menio^ 

:^^:tt vt'' ^' Taib'ut L'hr:^ 

SUCH craft over tlio heavy armed iin<l »«ii 
pointed British galley Pigot '" 'P* 

Patriotic odes, written by WilUnm T p-i j- 

■"" "Z "■"" *' •='«" "O •"«•» ^ Z. 
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spread its inspiring harmony over ^tho rolling 
ocean and storied fields/' it stirred anew tlio foun* 
tain of thoaghti and brought up before every mind 
^ the spirit and tho images of other years/' when 
^ the hoarse voice of war was heard, and the best 
blood of Rhode Island was freely poured out. 

It has been said, that *' tho most serious things 
havo a ladicrons side/* and if the term *' serious '* 
be received as a synonyme for earnest rather than 
sombre thought, the remark is not without appli* 
cation in this connection ; at all events, the day at 
Tiverton was not barren of amusing incidents to 
enliven its graver aspects. 

^ A field dinner and Rhode Island clam bake, 
prepared with express reference to the celebration, 
and served up in the style derived by our forefa* 
thers from the aborigines," was announced to fol- 
low tho services on the Heights. Gov. Dim an 
had been expected to preside, but in his absence, 
Hon. Stephen Branch was called to the chair, sup- 
ported by Messrs. Howland and Wilkinson as vice 
presidents. Unforeseen delay had robbed the 
dinner of a portion of its deliciousness, but this 
was amply compensated by ^ the feast of reason 
and flow of soul " that succeeded. Judge Branch, 
in a brief and enlivening speech, referred appro- 
priately to the event tho day celebrated, and 
Welcomed tho guests to all the enjoyments of a 
Rhode Island ^ peculiar institution." His remarks 
were received with hearty applause, and gave tone 
to the hour. Hon. Job Dnrfeo prefaced, in min- 
gled steini of humor ud patriotism, a ballad writ- 
ten for tbe occasion, whicb, calling up the fonu of 



t 



^WffP 



1 



284 



hit* AKD BBOOtLBOTIOKB 



OF JOnH BOWLAMD. 



285 



thrown off, and when a company of fifty or more 
L'^rgTd fl the orchard, in winch they bad partak; 
" of their « field dinner," they beheld the boat 
L tJ S^ Unce, under full bead of Btcam fbap.ng 
L course for Providence. Here was • ddemma, 
ZZ'M for in the programme of be mornmg. 
^d which variously affected its v.ct.ms. Some» 
j:Jj„jc.ningcn^^^^^^^^^ 
eeal 4hcir vexation, a icw, uum .. ^ -, 

!Ires laughed beartily, and pronounced .t « a 
3'joke ' while others, unable to perceive fun m 

ST thing yet disposed to -^'O ;'- .^^i^^' 
kept silence. But what was to bo done 7 To pass 
So n'gbt at a Uvern at which no prov'B'on for 
Sranirs had been made, was not to bo thought oj. 
?; to the hospiUlity of neigbborbg f^^m-ho^^ 
^undesirable, and to reach home that mght 
Zned impossible. From this stand-pjint the af- 
^rLsumrd a serious aspect, ospccal^'hon J* 

^„ remembered that a »o»«^?;7j;^;Se cLer' 
narty: yet it soon became evident, from the cheer 
K of his tone, that sympathy was unealled 
fol mile deliberating on the course to Uke, a^- 
tention was drawn to a small vessel lying near 
Se brWrand a proposition to charter her for an 
Ten^i Sp to the' metropolis, received a gene«l 
tonc^ence. A bargain was soon struck wtth^o 
XTmr. -d some twenty or thirty wenton boai^. 
i few however, of feeble faith, apprehensive that 
5.0 ^'ntle bree'xe ^hich then -c^-ely '«ffled,^o 
w^ter. might prove treacherous, and leave them 
SSed at L merey of the tide, deeUned to 
mifle voyage. Mr. Howland was of the num- 



bcr who decided to go, looking upon the adventuro 
as an amusing sequel to the experiences of the 
day. The sloop was entirely destitute of com- 
forts for CTcn a threo hours' excursion, but tho 
company having disposed themselves over her 
crowded deck as best theycould, sail was hoisted 
and she was soon under way. For the first hour 
all went well. Under easy sail she crossed tho 
entrance to Mount Hope bay, and doubling Popa* 
squash point, tlic Tiverton cordillera was lost 
from sight. A gorgeous sunset, seen no where in 
higher perfection than on the broad bosom of the 
Narragansett, now burst upon the view, awakening 
in the beholder a sense of a divine presence, and ex* 
citing wonder that scenes in nature like this should 
be less attractive to Americans, and less appreciat- 
ed, than minor national glories in foreign lands. 

The merry voyagers, anticipating the speedy 
greetings of home, were doomed to disappoint* 
ment. As night spread its dark mantle over them, 
tho wind subsided into a perfect calm, leaving 
them midway to their '' desired haven," to be drift- 
ed back by the receding tide. Here was a second 
dilemma, also unprovided for, to be overcome only 
by manual dexterity. Buoyant spirits and the dil- 
igent use of oars triumphed, and after several 
hours of unwearied rowing, the party, at one 
o'clock in the morning, landed at Fox Point, and 
were soon within tho welcome precincts of home, 
to philosophize, perchance, before they slept, on 
the uncertainties of a centennial day. But for 
considerate attentions, the event might have proved 
serious to the patriarch of the company. An extra 
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gannenti however, timely supplied, sheltered him 
from the chilling influence of a damp nocturnal at- 
mosphere, and, though somewhat stiflcncd by a 
BOTcn hours' confinement to one position, a warm 
portion, followed by a sound sleep, restored him to 
his usual Tigor. Those who remained behind, and 
sought a night's repose at Fall River, had no oc- 
casion to regret their decision, while those who 
mado the star-lit voyage, will ever retain lively 
recollections of a more agreeable extempore water 
party than often falls to the lot of mortals to 
eiyoy. 

The next month, August 24th, Mr. Howland vis- 
ited Newport, to attend the centennial celebration 
of the founding of the Bedwood Library. Tho 
celebration took place in the Unitarian church. 
Rev. Charles T. Brooks recited an ingenious and 
appropriate poem, celebrating the scenery and the 
ancient settlers of Aquidneck, together with the 
founding of the library, and some of the leading 
minds who had been nursed amidst its treasures. 
Mr. Brooks was followed by Hon. William Hunter, 
who dollvored an elaborate address, abounding in 
raluablo information respecting tlie men, the nan* 
nersi the modes of life, and the social and com* 
mercial enterprises of Newport in early times, and 
adorned with passages of eloquence, and episodes 
of general history, which indicated how rich and 
fertile was the mind of the venerable orator. It 
was his last public performance. He died after a 
brief illness, December 3, 1849, having been for 
thirty-five years identified with much of the politi- 
cal Ustory of his State and of tho country. He 
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^ distmpushed alike for the variety and ele- 
gance of h,s attainments, and for '^ that Vaco and 

' Thtr/. ""^^ -"ch, beyond allZren 
of his time, he was admitted to possess." 

Mr. Howland remained in Nec^ort until thi. 
next day, receiving the attentions oclC^ and 
revisiting the localities familiar to childhood So 
''Old stone mill/' around which he had so of^n 

studied-the grave-yard where reposed the re 
mains of venerated parents and cheriLTfriends^ 
the ancient dwellings, once the homes of m^ 
early companions-the rugged cliffs on whicrho 

hioi, reviving as they did, sunny memories Z 
W« last, ft waslisTast '"' "^*«^* ^^^^^ 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



In the preceding cbapters, many traits promi* 
nent in the character of Mr. Howland, hare been 
incidentally brought to yiew. In completing the 
portraiture; besides his fragmentary writings, whidi 
are among the best rerelations of the man, free 
use will be made of the impressions and opinions, 
of those who had known him intimately, and whose 
diyerse political and theological relations are the 
guaranties of impartiality. 

Mr. Howland was fond of children, and his rare 
faculty of interesting them, always ensured a re- 
petition of their visits. It pleased him to listen 
to the prattle of the ** beginners to talk," and to 
answer the questions of older ones. He loTcd to 
sound the depths of youthful thought, and to aid 
the dcTcIopment of latent ideas. His theory 
was, that no opportunity for sowing the seeds of. 
virtue and knowledge should pass unimproved; 
and, thus he was constantly leaving impressions of 
his own mind upon the young. " I remember Mr. 
Howland for more than half a century,** writes a 
distinguished clergyman. ^ I was a constant visit- 
or at his place of business, where he would al* 
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trays cntcrtam us with something interesting touch- 
ing the past. From the interest ho took in us 
boj8 of somo six and fifteen years of ago. I was 
wcustomod to visit Wm frequently until his death." 
Hints on manners and morals woro seasonably 
dropped, and all historic propensities encouraged. 
A letter of inquiry from a member of his family, 
conccrnmg the western mounds and the races that 
at a remote period inhabited that vast region, re- 
coivcd a prompt reply of eight closely written pa- 
gcs, showing a tliorough acquaintance witl» U,c va- 
rious opinions on thoso subjects that had at differ- 
ent times prevailed. Another note, asking some 
occount of Uio " dark day," drew from him the fol- 
lowing recollection: «In the forenoon, say nine 
o dock I was reading Voltoiro's life of Charles 
AU. of Sweden. Near the closo of tho volume. I 
found It grew dark, but supposed it to bo nothing 
more than a thickening up of the clouds. But the 
darkness increased, and having arrived at the last 
page, I threw some shavings on the fire, and by 
the light finished it. I then went into tho street, 
where many persons were assembled, apparently 
in astonishment at the darkness, among others Dr. 
^nning. A powerful man, but profligate, advan- 
ced up to the president, and said, 'how do you ac 
count for this darkness, sir ? What does it mean ? ' 

replied, 'I consider it, sir, as a prelude to that 
great and important day, when the final consum- 
nation of all things is to tako place.' 
♦* The darkness appeared as if something palpa- 
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blcwas mixed with tbo air, and every tlung as- 
Bomcd the color of dry oak leaves. At noon, I 
obsorrcd candles lighted in the neighboring houses, 
when I went home to dinner. Though wc hod 
fine roMt real and asparagus, none of the largo 
fhmilT had appetite to partake of them but my- 
■olf. In the evening, the blackest darkness was 
so palpable, that a candle at the window gave no 
light outside. I placed a candle at «>« ^^n^*^' 
•ad went out to observe the effect. The alley 
was but twenty feet wide, yet the large building 
on tho opposite side could not be discerned. The 
light did not appear to penetrate more than half 
a yard fifom tho window." 

On another occasion, in reply to a request for 
his opinion, he wrote at considerable length on tho 
origin of the races, a subject upon which he had 
expended much thought and research. Familiar 
with tho views of Oken, and the philosophers of 
his school, he rqcctcd their theories, and accepted, 
without qualification, the common interpretation of 
the Mosaic account The manuscript of tins cs- 
Bay, in common with others, porUhed in the llames. 
A letter to a grandson, absent from home, will 
fflostrate his easy adopUon of childhood style in 
composition, and his method of exciting curiosity 
eonceming the past : 

To Mastbb Jon* H. Ev«««tt, Sooth Kihostowk. 

Providsncs, Friday, Aug. 8, 1882. 
My good boy:— Hearing that Copt Town»end is bound 
to Snntmrn, Iwffl not Irt the opportunity dip without 
writiactoyoik We often thbk and talk about you, and 
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wish for some of your good brown-brcad and milk. In 
this you farmers have an advantage Mrhich we in Provi- 
dence, where the roads are covered with paving stoneai 
do not possess. 

It jou should live to he half as old as jour grandfather 
now is, jon. will have that to boast of which he never had ; 
that is, jou have been to tho Rojal Seat of the Narragan* 
sett Kings, the place of residence of two of the greatest 
men of tlie age in which they lived,— CaitontcMt and Jtft* 
wUanomo. You will see in the history of the Indian wars, 
and other old writings, that I hare spelt the name of the 
last a little different from some of them. They common- 
ly write the last syllable my instead of mo ; bat I have 
written it Miantinomo becaase the old men, when I was a 
boy, used to pronounce it so. TJieso two Kings or Sa- 
chems, as tliey were called, owned all the land from Paw- 
catuck river and Point Judith to Pawtucket river and the 
north end of Smithfield ; and Kogcr Williams bought tho 
whole town of Providence of them. If you have a wish 
to know anytliing particular about it, yoa can ask or in* 
quire (with as much politeness as you are master of,) of 
Mr. Potter, who is an instructor in the Academy, to sliow 
you and the rest of the boys the placo where the great 
wigwam of Miantonomo stood. 

When will your vacation commence ? I shall like to 
tee you, and so will grandma and Janetta. I saw your 
last letter to your mother, and am much pleased to see 
that your hand-writing has improved. Go on, and still 
make further improvements. You have advantages which 
I never had at your age. Have a disposition to thank 
Grod for all the blessings you possess, and which are all 
owing to his bounty and goodness. 

Present your grandfather's respects to Mr. Comstock. 
Though I never saw him,'I honor him and his office, as an 
instructor of the rising generation. You will see by tliis 
paper that my hand-writing fails by age, and if I have 
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•pcllcd any word wrong, I hope you have information 
enough to find it out, and tell how it ought to be written. 

Be a good boy. Mind your lessons. Don't let idle- 
ness prevent attention to your books. Confiding you to 
the care of that Being who has preserved mo through 
many dangersi, and through many years, 

I pledge you afiTeetion and regard. 

JOHN IIOWLAND. 

The exalted opinion hero expressed of Canon- 
icus and Miantonorai, was also extended to Philip, 
of Mount Hope, of whom ho always spoko as a . 
man of remarkable natural endowments, and dc- 
serving to be held in respect for virtues that would 
have been honorable to civilized life. He saw in 
him a monarch and warrior, nobly but unsuccess- 
fully, struggling for the integrity of his domain 
and the rights of his people. Ho did not hold 
Philip solely responsible for the devastations which 
signalized the war bearing his name. Ho believed 
that, had the pacific policy of Williams been uni- 
formly adhered to by all the New England colo- 
nics, the scheme for exterminating the wholo race 
of English settlers would never have been formed; 
and recurrence to the sanguinary battle which ter- 
minated in Philip's death, always awakened emo- 
tions of sadness. " The character of Philip," he 
says, " and the cause in which he contended, are 
viewed in a different light at this time from what 
they were by those who suffered in the war which 
desolated so many of their settlements ; and al- 
though it does not accord with my views or feel- 
ings to render honor to any man for possessing a 
warlike spirit, or for his military attainments, yet 
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I would hope that the present generation may not 
pass away, before a monument shall be erected to 
the memory of King Philip, by the government of 
Rhode Island, on the very spot where he surren- 
dered his country with his life, by the stroke of 
one of his traitorous subjects." 

In reference to the Indian tribes he writes i ** A 
wrong impression seems to have been received by 
many not fully conversant with the early history of 
New England, viz ; that most if not all the native 
Indians were exterminated or driven off to the 
western tribes in the war of 1675-76; whereas a 
great number of them never joined the hostile tribes, 
and many others who did not remain neutral, join- 
ed the whites, and fought on their side against their 
countrymen. The Scconet tribe were generally 
allies of colonel Church in opposition to Philip. 
Many of them continued to live in their own wig- 
wams, and others woro hired, and lived in the fam- 
ilies of their white neighbors. There was a popu- 
lous village of them near Mashapaug pond. This- 
village had in the first grant of land by Miantinomo 
to Roger Williams, formed the western boundary 
of the Providence territory. 

" The venerable Arthur Fenner, the grandfather 
of governor James Fenner, was born in Cranston,, 
in the year 1699, twenty-three years after the close 
of Philip's war, and ho has informed me that when 
a young man, on travelling the road from his father's 
house to town, it was usual to meet or pass more 
Indians than white people on the way. But where, 
now, are the villages, the warriors and the youth|. 

2«* 
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the aochcma, the triboa and their ftmiliosT IChey 
bare porUhcd. Their graves are amoDg ns, and 
the ploT paascB orer tticm." 

llr. HowlsDd iras a cheerful man, and kia virao- 
itj aoldom forsook him. He had a grave way of 
relatiag amneing incidonts, that provoked in the 
iJBtcaer ■ hearty langh. Ho indulged occasionally 
In a harmlcBB joke, under cover of which ho aome* 
timea conveyed a acaaonablo reproof. Thla trait 
•hoired itself to early life. When a young man, 
iralking down tho atrect one evening, ho perceived 
two poraona approaching on tho oppoaite aide, one 
of whom waa evidently under tho excitement of 
intoxication. Aa they came nearer, be found that 
the victim of tho vino-cup held the post of aeere* 
tary in a responaible poaition, and he resolved on 
sobering him by a sudden atart. Secreting him- 
self in the shadow of the wall, he' exclaimed in se* 
pnlchral tones, " TIio secretary atood alono. Mo- 
dem degeneracy had not reached him." The par- 
ty paused, as' though addroased by a supernatural 
voice. For a few moments all was silent, but fail- 
ing to discover tho source from whcnco the to ice 
came, they proceeded homo, while young Howland 
pursued his way, greatly amused with the sensa- 
tion ho bad produced. Tlio words were not for- 
gotten, nor tho thought they exprosaod, and prob- 
ably Oorran's dofonee of England's groat secretary 
was never before so elTeotivcly quoted — Dover, 
oertaioly, in behalf of temperance. 

From the adoption of tho oonstitutloa until near 
llw doM of bis lib, Mr. Howland was a freqoont 
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Bood ..lurodl, satirizing ,ho f„lli« of ft„ „ ' 
.t o her, ,„ oWtuarj, form, r^^ .j, ™'^ 

^a.od ci.i.o. or. ol,cri»l,cd frLd, Xh,^' 
pMMd from earth 1 and at .till other,, gravclr and 
ca™% di,c,».i„g tb, politioa,, o^inj ^^ 

puWi.hod prodaotion, wa, tho following brief nad 

r. T' ,°r "T'f "'''°' ""'""■ '"■"■"li'M)' after 
Ihe adop Ion of the eon.titution, and havln/rof™ 
.ae. to l,at event. It ™ ,h. f„i,f., ^f^ 
centribution, to patriotie ,entin>ont, ,ouad BoralL 
•r, and enlightened ol,rl«ia„ tliougbt, .proadlt^L 
•vor a period of more than half a eeatur, 

" Ala. Cabtkr J 
U,t aunri, „e„i„g, „ „„,, ^^ 

««»« pound., tap.^ f„„ ,,.„ ,.^,^,, .^^ I «^2 

P~.J Uutt Ita «!,. lino ,!,„ u„ „| ' I • '■ "P- 
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been an anti since the constitution first appeared, because 
I have been told that it would endanger the liberties and 
prosperity of our children. But when I find an invisible 
agen<7 condescending almost to work miracles in eontra- 
diction of this opiniont * I give H to the winds.' I am 
converted. I am no longer anti. From this day I will 
support the new government by every proper means, with 
•U my fiMmlties. Pbtbb.'* 

Jane 1, 1790. 

In his commemorative discourse before the Rhode 
Island Historical Society, several times quoted in 
these pages, Rct. Dr. Hall thus speaks of Mr. 
Howlaod : " Ho was not a lover of eulogy, and 
wo will not affront the simplicity and sincerity of 
his image, visible to us still, and peculiarly here. 
All that was in him was open as the day. Down- 
right honesty was written on his whole frame. In 
its dealing with others, this honesty passed often 
into bluntness, and some persons it may havo trou- 
bled, possibly oiTended, for a moment— but beneath 
its roughest show, there dwelt the kindliness of a 
woman's heart Ho had great power of expres- 
sion, and ho nercr feared to use it. Ho had an 
inexhaustible fund of humor, and he loved to in- 
dulge it, and to see others enjoy it Never censo- 
rious, or willingly unjust, he was perfectly frank, and 
said what ho thought in the way most natural to 
him. Taking his opinions from no one, he asked 
no one's leave to keep them. But ho respected 
the opinions of others, and thought more of char- 
acter than of complexion. There were leaders and 
politicians who found no favor with him, and would 
not have felt flattered if they had heard him speak 



OF JOHN nOWLAND. 



297 



['*'-1 



■ '■J 

^1 



Vj 




of them — as they certainly would, if they went near 
enough. But he was never indi3criminato or im- 
placable. He once said, having in view an old 
partizan and opponent — ' If a man has been wrong 
for seventy years, and then for five years does right, 
he ought to bo forgiven.' 

" In his own political creed, Mr. Howland lived 
and died in the school of Washington and Hamil- 
ton — than which none purer, none nobler in power 
or patriotism, can wo expect to see ! But the hope 
of political distinction was never his infirmity. He 
aimed only to bo useful. And here is the lesson 
of his life ; a great lesson, for young and old." 

He was fond of recurring to the spirit and con- 
duct of those who set the ball of freedom in mo- 
tion. He was proud of the fact, that the first re- 
commendation of a Congress in 1774, was a vote 
of the town of Providence, instructmg their dele- 
gates in the Assembly to bring forward such a 
measure. The declaration of independence, as the 
calm expression of an intelligent, patriotic and op- 
pressed people, he held to bo among the most sa- 
cred of our political legacies. In his judgment, it 
embodied the vital principles of personal security 
under the rule of law. The "self-evident" truth 
that " life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness," 
wore the inalienable right of every human being, 
he received without reservation, as it had been re-' 
ceivcd by the noble band who pledged their "lives, 
fortunes and sacred honor," in its defence* No 
other interpretation had been suggested, in the 
Continental Congress, while under discussion. No 
other had been thought of, and no other less broad 
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•nd explicit ironld hare boon tolerated hj tbo mdi 
of freedom, north or south. He stood irhore tboy 
atood — vhore Washington, Hancock, JclTcraon, 
Adams, and Patrick Henry stood. Other iDstru* 
mcnts irere subject to mutation. Timo might ro- 
qnire a modification of thoir statements. la the 
progress of the nation, the Constitution might need 
reTisioa and amendment. But here was set forth, 
not a " sounding, glittering generality," but funda- 
mental principles, hallowed by an eternal sanction, 
and applicable to all people, in all climes, and is 
all ages. 

One who hadfreqnently conTcrscd with him, says, 
" Hr. Howland bad an easy flow of language, and 
his powers of description haro rarely been excelled. 
The anecdote and reminiscence with which his con- 
Tcrsation was intcrworcn, imparted to it a pecu- 
liar attraction. His close observation of men had 
given him an understanding of traits that best il- 
lustrate character, and as I recall the hours in which 
I listened to him, and gathered up fhcts of history 
that books had not yet revealed, the persons and 
icenes described come up to view as present real* 
itici. He was what some would call a ' set man,' 
but this trait was rather the result of his ideas of 
order and ri^^t, than the ofisboot of a spirit of 
domination. His memory was a complete cncydo. 
poedia of American history, and a record of all ho 
■aw and knew of the leading men of his times, and 
th« transactions in which thoy figured, would bare 
been on invalaable eontribntion to that department 
ofliteratore. 
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Speaking of Ho „„„„„ f„„ „f „|„^,„ j ^ 
.orrcd, .People .,k, how 1. your healU,, or ho» 
«e yoe Ma, 7 B.t I J„ „„, UU cither fern, of 
tie quetlion. If to lo an.wered literally, it i, „ot 
a good o»e to put to au old m.n like bo. It is 
aot plea^u, ,. outer into a hUtory of my daily 
«*e. aud pain.. If it i, „.oa „ .'oourte^yX 
Proud; have a maeh tetter salutation, .bouj^or" 
S«et.n,e. he would uUrt tUo quction of U.e „„■„. 
pa^Uro longorityof aneient and „oder„ time". 

did in roBot. uBe.? D.rfd, ho .aid, a..i™od 
threo»oro year, and tea a, the day. of Sin 
iea^r;. ,^"«r"'"»""-« ""yond 'hat penTda; 
geared to have boea from extraordinary cau.e,i^ 

qoMtion— all wa. eonjeeture— but hi. imnre.iion 
w«, that the average duration oflif. no,°reTd° 
ed it. average duration in the middle periid^f th„ 
Moeaie dispensation. • lie was • writ™ .» . 
p.i.W seholar, faBiliar withTis'dio;,:^?.- 
"" °"",'"' ««>"»«»4 but of a million/ uLI 
Inever kne, hi. like, in .om. respeet" He ™ 
of the leguim... p„ri,a. ..oek by but fewremo™ 

?™l.rK.."'°"°'°°'"' "'° "'4 Northman r«e 
from .hfch the puritan, had their be.t .trengn 

«n «,dh.d wo. no .mall honor. „ . ..u^J ^ 
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blood lio.od iD hi. vein.. Ho vu NorU.n.<u., or 
Tooton, or S«on, in Ml tUoIo natoo, onmingloa 
wilt Frenoli or Mi»o Wood. Ho mu pl»ii> »!»■ 
kcn,ro.ol.to, ta.no, rovcronlial. On ono .nb- 
iocl ho had mado np hi. mind long ago, tb., that 
God bad given him a oonMionco of hil own, too 
Borod to bo troddon npon by prict or do.pot,and 
that Iho ciril and roligioo. liberty meant for lum, 
TO too good a gift not to bo .harod with all rca- 
Bowblo men." 

In roTicwing the eighty-foar years of Mr. How- 
land'i reaidenco in Providence, wo ore Burpneod, 
not only at the tctirity of a life Bcominely bo qme^ 
„d iho ioUmatc conncxioa in which lie w found 
with tlie prominent cvento of tlie times, but at 
UieTa»t amount of literary labor performed for 
others. His letters to Sir. Knowles show the ei- 
t.„t to which ho was ever ready to serve U|0BC 
»ho irere endeavoring to rescue the fad.ug acts o 
history from oblivion ; and the wonder of all must 
be that amid so many rcBpoosibihties, he could do 
„ much. But this may be explained by two words, 
diligence and promptne«. He novor procrastma. 
todT The work of the present hour was done in 
it. own time, and with continuity. The fragment. 
of time, wasted by many, were by him bus,ly em- 
ployed; nnd thus nothing accumulatod on his hand. 
to harra«i and fatigue. Method overcamojJl hin- 
i,^rto tho preparation of hi. free wiU offer. 
iB«. nnd never a correspondent, howeTor mmuto 
uTiaquirie., had reason to complaia of a tardy 
reply, or of total neglect. 
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Wo now come to epcak of Mr. Howland'a reli- 
gious views and character. Ho has described on 
page 29, tlio cause which induced him to leave the 
place of worship first chosen on his arrival in Pro- 
vidence, and in hia letter to Mr. Knowlcs, page 
243, is assigned a reason why ho never returned 
to the communion in which ho was mainly educa- 
ted. For eiglity years he worshipped with tlio 
First Congregational Society, to which the incident 
of the chcstnuta directed litui, and for upwards of 
twenty years discharged the duties of clerk and 
secretary to the society, and its benevolent asso- 
ciation. In 1814, he united with tbo church, and 
, wa. subsequently chosen to the office of deacon, in 
which capacity ho served until 1847, when he ten- 
dered his resignation in the following noto to bis 
pastor: 

" DcAR Sir :— Tliis day, October 31, 1847, I have ai^ 
rived at the age of ninety ycMia ; and luiowing the infirm^ 
ties attending my advanced years, I detira to relinquuh 
tbo dutici confided to mo by llto churdu Tlio decay of 
my faculdoat eipocially of my memory and licaring, od' 
iDODiah me tliat it Is my duly thus lo detennine. . . . 
Uj auacliment to the church has not abated by age. I 
pirny for the increoao of iu members, and for their future 
prosperity, which I hope its great and glorious Head wilt 
granL I acknowledge with gratitude the mercy and pro- 
tection which it bai pleased God (tlie author of my being,) 
lo grant me through a long liA t aod am now amiting iU 
doM with cahnnees and resignation, in the humble and 
somewhat oonfident hope of entering on a better state of 
iroogh bis infinite grace. 

JOHN HOWLAND, 
20 
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Uswilling to sorer an official relation so long 
and worthily maintained, the church declbed re* 
eriring his resignation, and roted to release him 
from farther responsible service. 

Vr. Howland was a christian, not simply by in* 
heritance, nor from impnlse, bat from calm and 
' deep conriction. Parental instruction and infln* 
ence had indeed a share in inspiring rercrepce for 
Ood,and respect for the institutions of religion.-— 
Bat his faith stood on an independent foundation. 
It was the fruit of investigation. Reason and 
judgment acknowledged the supernatural authority 
of the Holy Scriptures. At one time, we are told, 
that ^ partly in consequence of what be saw and* 
felt during the war, and partly from religious dis- 
sensions, he became perplexed and sceptical, and 
•pent his Sabbaths at home reading — ^not as do 
many, to confirm his doubts, but to dispel them.— • 
After going carefully through Mosheim's Ecclesias- 
tical History, and listening to Dr. Hitchcock's first 
discourses on the Evidences of Religion, he be- 
came a settled believer and happy christian." 

But, though his doubts were thus happily dis* ' 
polled, others of a doctrinal character sprung up, 
which for a time disturbed him. The principal of 
these related to the three-fold character of God, 
or the supreme deity of Christ He was unable 
io reconcile the views taught in the Westminster 
Confession, or the Athenasian and Nicene Creeds, 
with what seemed to him the clear and unqualified 
langoago of the Saviour, and after a careful exam* 
ination of the scriptures ho became satisfied that 
iho passages nsnally cited in support of the trinity 
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wore not yahd. L, thia ric» ho wm comfirmod by 

i^tl.^TT .'^ ^T'' "*""*^"'' '^^ «^«r '^r hold 
without dutmt the doctrine of the nnity of Ood 

woro to h.m source, of continual enjojment, unfold' 

Chrwt to the Unircrso. « I think," ho gays in a 
letter to a friend, "that my belief of tJ^'^^Wne 
unity ascribes higher honor and glory Titm 
mur than that of trinitarians. ^ThTyly it 
are tliree persons in the Godhead, and Clfrist •» 
on y one oftlje three. I believe tiat God by hS 
Spin dwe t in him. Luke, chapter 4th, sa« ex! 
pressor. "Jesus, ),eing full of the Holy ihost re 
turned from Jordan, aud was led by the sprU into 
the wilderness." This text trinitarians sddom o^ 
Dcror quote, because, ho being one of tl,o thrl 

X^' n","'?. V affirming'that he ^'s fil "d 
w^th the Holy Ghost, who with tl.em is a dis inct 
person, makes his dirino essence consist of ^« 
persons, which destroys their doctrine Vu' Z 
Bcnpture doctrine is, "the spirit was gtven to Wm 

r rdST' -' ^" '•^» ^->^ «' firo" 

With tlio religious controversies that sDrnnfr .m 
have prevailed among the various sects since Mr 

ho did not love. The asncrftv ^ithZl-i '' 
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profound regret. Christiana of every name, ho 
thought, could havo but a single aim, — the advance- 
ment of truth and righteousness, — and it seemed to 
him that what many called contending for *^ Uio 
faith once delivered to the saints," was too often 
a contention for dogmas or opinions of no practi- 
cal importance to every-day life, and unessential to 
future salvation. Ho felt that the condition of the 
world demanded the united, harmonious action of 
the several christian denominations, and that what- 
ever tended to divide and distract, was an evil to 
be condemned. "I am sick," he says, "of this 
kind of contest. Disputes and contentions among 
christians arc always injurious to religion." Wri- 
ting to a friend, in 1831, in reference to a contro- 
versy then pending, ho says : " It is deeply to bo 
regretted, that religious disputes havo always been 
carried on with more acrimony and bitterness, than 
differences of opinion on any other subject Men 
can write on any other subject, and dispute each 
other's propositions, and treat their opponents like 
gentlemen, but let the same persons write or dis- 
pute on religious subjects, and they throw off tho 
cloak of the gentleman, as tho catholic parson did 
his gown when he entered tlio arena, and said, "lay 
there, religion, till I flog this fellow." I do not 
hold to tho doctrine of total depravity, but havo 
often thought that this propensity among professors 
of religion, to bo ono of tho strongest arguments 
ill favor of that doctrine. Roger Williams, in ono 
of hif letters I says it was a saying among his neigh- 
borsi that «< wo should be quiet and poaocablo 
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enough if it was not for tho quarrels and conten- 
tions among these holy brethren ;" and Pope, under 
a sense of this propensity, in ono of his hymns, 
says : 

" Let not thif weak, unknowing lumd, 

Presume thy bolu to throw, 
And deal damnation round the land, 

Onallljudgethjrroe/' 

This spirit is not confined to books and pamph- 
lets) but is frequently exhibited in sermons." 

In this connexion, it may be interesting, as a 
contribution to the theological history of the coun- 
try from 1766 to 1812, to quote another extract 
from the same letter, in reference to tho discussion 
carried on in " The Panoplist," which had charged 
certain clergymen of Boston with having design- 
edly concealed their sentiments. He writes : 

" ' The exhibition of the Unitarianism of Boston 
in 1812,* which came in the envelope, I had read 
when it first came out; and more than a year 
past, a friend, who probably thought it of somo 
importance, enclosed it to me from a distant part 
of the United States. Although I am habitually 
of a grave countenance, it makes me smile, as I 
remember what the elder Nicholas Brown used to 
say, that ' when great men miss it, they miss it a 
great deal/ Tho charge is, that tho clergy of 
Boston agreed to conceal their sentiments respect- 
ing tho trinity. I do not believe they ever agreed 
to any such thing, and there is no account that 
they over had a meeting for that purpose. It ap- 
pears by Mr. Parkman's letter, that they at that 
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time, did not know each other's Bcntimcnts on that 
question. Tliey preached the gospel as they found 
it in tho bible. GongrcgationSi after their first 
establishment, commonly imbibe the sentiments and 
doctrines of their ministers ; and as the ministers, 
from the days of Dr. Mayhev, had one after ano- 
ther ceased to preach calvinism, the people ceased 
to hold those doctrines, till, in 1812, it appears 
that a large majority of the people and clergy, with- 
ont scarcely knowing that their sentiments were 
different from what their grandfathers had held, 
found themselves to be anti-calvinists. As to tho 
accusation of their being guilty of not preaching 
the doctrine of tlte trinity, it is doubtless true. 
But the same charge is true of all tho orthodox 
clergy in this country, and without any design of 
concealment in either. I am now serenty-threo 
years of age, and was brought up and attended 
worship with my orthodox parents, and except 
when repeating tho Assembly's catechism on Sun- 
day evenings, never heard of there being three 
persons in the Godhead. I have heard Whitfield 
and Bellamy, and Dr. Stiles, and Buell, and Yinall, 
and Dr. Samuel Hopkins, and President Manning, 
and Dr. Stillman, and President Dwight, and many 
others of the old school, of greater or lesser note, 
yet I do not recollect hearing a sermon from any 
or either of them in favor of tho trinity, although 
they wore all strictly orthodox. The truth is, it 
was an article of faith written in creeds or printed 
in catechisms, and there it rested. At the end of 
a prayer, it was usual to make it a sort qt doxolo- 
gj. It was not tho custom in any of tho churches 
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as it is at present, for the congregation to rise and 
hear the doxology sung, at tho close of service. 
This is a modern custom. The subject of the 
trinity was not debated or discussed, till a period- 
ical in Boston called the Panoplist, charged the 
Boston clergy with denying or not preaching it. 
The orthodox before that time, were as silent as 
the others. They both preached what they hon- 
estly thought the scriptures taught, and the ortho- 
dox are as justly chargeable with concealment as 
the unitarians. The doctrine was considered a 
mystery, and the majority of each congregation 
could neither be said to believe or deny it, till it 
was brought into discussion, and then, on examin- 
ing tho bible, tho belief of unitarianism became 
the necessary result. When the discussion reached 
this town, several old members of the First Con- 
gregational Ghurch asked, ' what is this question 7 
Is it any new doctrine ? * They were answered, 
that the question was, whether Christ was God or 
the Son of God. They replied with some degree 
of surprise, ' can that be a question ? I always 
believed he was the Son of God and not God him- 
self. That can be no new doctrine.' And they 
found that they had always been unitarians, though 
from being unacquainted with the term, they had 
not known it ; and this is now the case with thous- 
ands." 

Sadness often shadowed his path in the removal 
of those he so loved of his immediate household, and 
of others bound to him by kindred ties, who wore 
scarcely less dear. But these repeated sorrows 
were borne in tho spirit of christian submission. 
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Ho considered all the discipline of God aa a min- 
istration of mcrcf. no had faith that all would 
issue in good; and in bcrcaTcmcnta of tlio young, 
ho derived consolation from tlio " suro word of 
promise " concerning them. " Such trcaaurca," he 
writes, " are not given but lent, to bo reclaimed at 
the will of Hnn who lends them, and who has the 
right to dispose of them and of ua as to him secm- 
eth best. When infanta ore removed, like young 
trees, it is only that they may be planted in a bet- 
ter soil, where they will increase in knowledge and 
wisdom in company with the redeemed, and arc 
saved from the cares, the troubles, and the afhic- 
tions incident to those who have a longer dura- 
tion on earth. God'a thoughts are not as our 
thoughts, nor his ways as our ways. But wo shall 
know more hereafter, and bo fully satialicd with 
the wisdom and goodness of the divine govern* 
Bcnt." 

In a letter to parents w)io had been bereaved of 
t, lovely child, ho says : " What words shall wo 
adopt, whoa our feelings and sentiments cannot bo 
conveyed or expressed in written language? I 
bavc often heard the conduct and language of Da- 
vid spoken of in funeral sermons, with commenda- 
tion. His views, which were formed under the old 
covenant, which did not in any expresa way de- 
clare a future state of existence, seems in several 
of bis Psalms to have been frequently changed on 
this great subject. Hut on the death of a beloved 
ebild, his ardent affection, united with the feeble 
ll^t ho eiyoyod, produced the result of a strong 
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and confiding faith, in which he uttered the memo- 
roblo declaration, "It/tall go (o him, but he thalt not 
return to mc." 

" As David, in different seasons of his life, was 
endowed with a spirit of prophecy, this soloma 
declaration has, I believe, generally been held by 
commentators to have been produced by the light 
of inspirotion, afforded to him, not only for his 
own comfort, but as a testimony of the truth to all 
others to whom this history should bo transmitted. 
Tiio power and truth of this moat interesting sea- 
timcnt is confirmed, in the teachings of our Sav- 
iour, and fully coincides with the best feelings and 
views of every pious parent. 

" 'Tis said that nearly half the human raoo die 
under the ago of ten years, and even Dr. Bccchor, 
ill contradiction of the old calviniatic doctrine, 
admits that all thcso railliona of spiritual beings 
will compose part of that blessed innumerable 
host, which shall appear before the throne of Ood. 
We Iiavo observed in many instances, that those 
who appear the moat dcairabio and precious on 
earth, are the soonest removed to a higher stato of 
existence ; and Dr. Tappau, in his funeral diacourae 
on tho death of Dr. nitcheock, seems to favor the 
idea that the divine wisdom deems proper to se- 
lect from tho inhabitants of tho earth, in the prime 
of their days, tlioao most proper to compose the 
society above, before tho fooblonosa of age and 
decrepitude have abated their powers of eiyoy. 
moat and usefulness. Under tho sudden losa and 
boreavemoot of such a most desirable child as wo 
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now lame&t, consolation amidst tho depth of sor- 
row eccms hardly admissiblo ; but time aod our 
sense of duty will soricn and qualify tlic pungcDcy 
of grief, as wo baro other duties to claim our at- 
tention, and which must not bo forgotten." 

Tho Sabbath was hold sacred by Mr. Howland in 
the highest definition of that term. Pliysically 
considered, ho deemed it a blessing to man. The 
wastes of the body arc not wholly restored by tho 
repose of the night. It needs a certain amount of 
additional time thrown in by way of compcneation. 
One tenth is too much, and one fifth too little. Ono 
seventh has been proved by tho experience of ages, 
to bo tho exact amount naturo requires ; and in ap- 
pointing ono day io seven for rest, God has evinced 
a paternal regard for tlio physical welfare of his 
offspring. But tho Sabbath is designed for higher 
uses than tho rest of tho body. It has a spiritual 
BigniGcancc. It brings rest to tho soul. It makes 
a break in tho current of daily thought, and from 
tho cares and anxieties of worldly pursuits, turns tho 
mind for refreshing and uplifting innucnccs to holy 
communion with its heavenly Father. And hence, 
in this provision for tho entire nature of man, God 
bos sealed tho institution of the Sabbath with su- 
pernatural authority. So ho reasoned ; and tho 
command " to kcop it holy," lie accepted as a bind- 
ing law. 

AVith tho Sabbath ho inseparably associated tho 
Sanctuary. Public worship was to him both a duty 
and a delight. Aa often oa the "church going boil" 
■oundcd tho call to prayer and praise, ho could 
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adopt with his whole heart tho words of tho Psalm* 
ist, " I was glad when they said unto mo, let us go 
into the houso of the Lord." And as advancing 
ago admonished him that bis time for waiting at 
tho altar was short, ho could with equal fervency 
say, " Ono thing have I desired of the Lord, that 
will I seek after ; that I may dwell in the houso of 
tho Lord all tho days of my life, to behold tho 
beauty of tho Lord, and to inquire in his temple." 
IIo was glad to bo there for his own improvement 
and by his presence to bear testimony to tho im- 
portance of tho service in its relation to personal 
virtue and public order. And there, says his pas- 
tor, " wo witucgscd hia devotion to God, his &iUi 
in Christ, and his conviction of tho dependence of 
men and nations on tho institutionsof religion, and 
tho temper of loyalty to tho king of kings." The 
diffusion of " the light and truths of tho gospel 
among those who have hitherto paid littlo attention 
to what concerns their highest interests," and tho 
education of a " devoted and learned ministry" for 
tho church, ho held to bo sacred obligations, and 
on Builablo occasions gave to these objecU his 
hearty support. 

His views of the duty and obligation of a chris- 
tian profession, and the nature and use of tho Lord's 
Supper, arc very clearly expressed in tho following 
letters, written to a member of his family in 1816. 

PBOnSENCX, 1819. 
Hr DEAn DAUOHTIR ! 

Under a weighty imprcwion of doty, and influenud by 
pure affection, I am induced to addnsg my tb<>ughu to y«« 
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on a subject of all others the most interesting, and under 
present circumstances, I think most important Tlie duty 
and obligaUon of making a public profession of religion,i s 
at aU Umes imperious and commanding to those who admit 
the troth of the great articles of the christian faith. But 
there are Umea and seasons in which thisduty seems more 
fordbly brought home to the mind, and when the danger 
of resisting or avoiding Uio solemn impressions must be 
neaUy increased. Agreeably to the principles and views 
of the congregaUonal cliurches. those who have been bap- 
tised in infancy are considered as connected in a near re- 
lation to the church in which they are initiated, or in caso 
of removal to a different place, the connection commences 
with or U transferred to the eliurch with wbk* tlieir pa* 
feau became eonnacted. This eonnectlon fcnpllos a duty 
in them in the course of their youthfiil days, under the dl- 
rection of their parcnU and of the pastor and church, to 
walk and conduct worthy of their Ugh privileges, and to 
be so mstrocted in the nature and principles of the chris- 
tian faith, as that when arrived at mature age they may 
voluntarily present themselves before the table of the Lord, 
and render obedience to the divine command in partaking 
of that ordinance which he hath esUblUlied, as a public 
acknowledgment of their faith in him, as well as for a sign 
of feUowship with his church, and as a memorial of liis in- 
finiU k)ve and condescension in giving his life a ransom 
for those who believe in and obey him. I will not say I 
have performed the part of duty incumbent on me as I 
ought to have done. I am conscious of many faiUngs in 
this as weU as in other branches of duty, which I pray Him 
who is the judge of all our acUons as weU as of our mo- 
tives, to forgive for Christ's sake. It has ever been my 
desire and hope, that my children, on arriving at mature 
age. wouM see their duty,and feel disposed to mdte a 
public piolession of fiuth, agreeable to the views andre- 
qviiemenU of our churches as afewmentioned. This 



OF JOHN HOWLAKD. 



313 




i- 






•. 



4 



\.\ 



hope, Attended by a degree of solicitude, was the more ar- 
dently felt from a firm conviction that the faith and order 
of our congregational churches was the nearest to tiiat of 
the primative churches, as founded by the Apostles and 
their immediate successors. Having read many years ago 
a considerable portion of ecclesiastical history, and attend- 
ed to the examination of this subject, I am not a congrc- 
gationalist merely by descent, but from examination and a 
full conviction of my understanding. A principal reason 
that so many neglect tlieir duty, and are disobedient to the 
command of Christ, " do thit tn remembrance of me,'* arises 
from a wrong apprehension of the nature of the ordinance. 
They suppose that it is necessary to attain to a state of 
sanctificatton before tboy partake i wliorcas the observanco 
of this Institution is a means to attain io this slate of sane- 
tlfleatlon* The ultimate design of all religious inslltuilons 
and observances Is to perfect us In holiness, end tlie per- 
fection of holiness is love to God and love to our nelglibori 
and every time wo partake of the memorials of that love 
which Christ exhibited in submitting to the death of the 
cross for our sakes, the natural aud obvious tendency is 
to increase our love to God, who sent his son into the 
world, and our love to our Saviour, for submitting to deatii 
and offering himself a sacrifice for us. It is therefore ob- 
vious, that as the means must in all cases go before the 
end, tliere ought to be no plea of unworthincss made by 
those who believe in Christ, and hope for salvation through 
his merits ; at least this excuse should not so far operate 
as to prevent tliem from complying with his positive com- 
mand. In the exercise of this disposition to render obedi- 
ence, we have the approbation of our own conscience, and 
have reason to expect the influence of the Holy Spirit to 
purify us more and more from sin, and to render us more 
conformed to the divine nature and assimihited to the holy 
and divine character of our blessed Redeemer. 

The reason that I have never brought this subiect di- 
27 ^ 
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rcctlj to your view, or urged you to a compliance with 
this duty, is principally this : that I always wished your 
decision to rise spontaneously from your own sense of dutji 
and from the dictates of your own heart, guided by that 
portion of diTine light whfch God never withholds from 
thoae who seek his face and ask oonnsel of him. I did not 
desiro that you should be influenced by my advieet merdy 
beenuse it was the advice of a parent, or tliat your defer- 
ence for my opinion should induce you to proceed witliout 
the full and dear assent of your own understanding. These 
reasons still operate ; but as I am convinced that you now 
view a compliance with this duty in a moro serious light 
than perhaps you ever did before ; that you feel it to be a 
duty to comply, but natural timidity, or fear of ostentation, 
or tlie censure of some harsh and unfeeling acquaintance, 
akme prevents you, I think I ought no longer to hesitate 
or remain silent ; and feeling it a duty I owe a daugliter 
whose happiness is interwoven with all the purest affcc* 
tkms of my heart, I Imve flBced this view of the subject 
before you, and on your rational and candid consideration 
of the same I have the fullest reliance. 

There is one consideration which ought to have great 
wdghtwith those who know their duty, but who are de- 
lerred from the performance of it, by that kind of pride 
which makes them ashamed to acknowledge themselves 
the disdples of Christ, in a public profession of faith and in 
baptism. And that is, the dcchiration of our Saviour him- 
setf*, ** Whosoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of 
bim will the son of man be ashamed when he cometh in 
4he gloty of the Father with the holy angels." Although 
Ihis may not be applicable to you, yet the blessings implied 
in this declaration to those who are not ashamed of his 
name, ought to encourage and strengthen the weak heart- 
ed; for thanks be to God, that his biws partake mH of the 
nature of human institutions, which only punish the guilty 
^rithOQl rewarding the obedienti. but every judgment 
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tlircatcncd to the disobedient in the gospel, carries with it 
a promise of blessing to those who believe and obey. The 
unusual attention which is at this time paid to religion, 
ought not to be thought lightly of. Every thing is under 
the government of God, and he will order every thing to 
result in his own glory, and however the mind may be 
drawn to think on the great interest of salvation, whoever 
seeks him with a sincere and honest mind, will And the in- 
lluences of the Holy Spirit operating in the heart. He who 
causcth even the wrath of man to praise him, can make 
the errors and weaknesses of h'n frail and fallible creatures 
to speak to the promotion o£ truth and to the advancement 
of the Redeemer's kingdom. Quench not the spirit which 
is operating and influcndng your mind, hut be obedient to 
its divine instructions, and it will lead you into all ncces- 
sary truth, and result in your e\-criasting salvation. And 
may God so manifest his love and grace to you and yours, 
that you may both glorify him on earth, and finally enjoy 
his presence and partako of his glory in heaven. And 
tills prayer offered with fcncncy to the throne of grace, 
bears with it the warm afiecUons of my heart and tender 
lovo to my children. JOHN HOWLAND. 

PaoviDEKCifi, 181 G. 
My dear daughter : 

My mind Imving been so much taken up since I receiv- 
cd your letter, by wlmt dctolvcd on mo relating to the 
annual meeting of the association, that a reply hL been 
delayed. Not wishing to write to you on the subject of 
my hist address, wliile my mind was confused by a mix- 
ture of these extraneous matters, I do not altogether regret 
this delay* as I hope tho time given you tliereby for ro- 
volving tho subject more fully in your thoughts, may have 
brought you to a more sctUcd stato of contcraphition, and 
ripened your views on these questions of doubt with which 
you appeared in some degroe clouded. Your hesitatioo. 
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doubu, and fcar«, arc not out of tho u6Ua1 course. I feel 
all jour fituation, mj dear, for I havo experienced it aU. 
Iwaia long time halting between two opinion!, not a« 
was the caio wllii tbo worf bippen of Daal, in the dajri of 
Eiyali, whether the Lord be God, and whether it waa mjr 
dut J to serve him, but Iiow I could serve him most accep- 
tably. At length I concluded to render obedience to what 
I conceived to be a divine command, and as far as I was 
able to be found in the waj of mj dutj, leaving the rest 
t> divine counsel, direction, and sovcrdgnt j, which I know 
is always tempered with mercy and abounding grace. To 
change the heart belongs only to Ilim who at first brought 
light out of darkness, and this with pious re^tgnntion and 
ho\K we are to leave in his hands. He does all things 
welL lie does not require of us what he knows we are 
not able to perform. But still he condescends to make 
tise of secondary canses and means, through which he ope- 
lates in bestowing his grace, and it is in the sincere use of 
these means, and in reference to the faithful performance 
of our duty, that he says, in the language of tlie prophetf 
** make you a new heart.** I do not now recollect wlmt 
commentators say of Jacob's vision of the ladder, but I 
think it obviously conveys this sentiment, that God was 
able to communicate himself to men without this vehicle, 
yet the intercourse between heaven and earth by the an* 
gels descending thereon, shows tlmt the prayers and aspi- 
nuions of the soul ascending to heaven arc the medium, or 
ladder, if yoo please, on which the ministering angels, as 
his messengers, on his spirit of grace descends, and by 
sanctifying influences possesses the soul in purity and 
peace. ^Vhen the troubled and afflicted patriarch luid this 
revelation, lie immediately set about the performance «f 
liia duty, and in a voluntary act of homage erected a con* 
seermted pillar, as we would build a place of worship, and 
the naoM of Bethel has ever since been consecrated in the 
Jewish and in the Christian Church. Now that we are in 
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coiuempluiion of on old testament revelotion, I wiU direct 
your mind to a transaction, which, although I do not re- 
eolleot «Tor to bare beard i( dbtinellj spokea of, appean 
to oonflrm tha kle* Juit nentloned. AAer the anml of 
God liad dellrored hlf moMage to Manoali, andtbevener. 
able Hebrew had prepared bis Mcrifieo and made the offer* 
•ng, the aogcl ascended in the flame thereof, leaving the 
astonished worshipper ooorinced that his offering was ae- 
ccptcd. Christ was the great sa^^fic^ for the sins of the 
world, and to which all the sacrifices of the old testament 
had reference. In him thej had their efficacy and full 
accompl«hmen^ and it is thU hist great sacrifice which we 
commemorate in the sacrament. Every time we partake 
thereof, maj the divine spirit ascend with the flame of our 
devout affection, and like the angcl of Manoah, bear the 
bolj offering before the throne of God, to meet divine 
acceptance. In faith and obedience let us do our part 
•M sajr ia resignation and peace, " thj will be done." ' 

Affectionately your father, 

JOHN IIOWLAND. 

., PaOTiDEHCE, January 6, 1833. 

Air DEAB DAVOnTEB : 

I received yours of tho 80th of December, and am much, 
pleased to know that you joined with your husband, in at- 
tendm.ce on the communion. This i. an expression of 
faith, incumbent on every one who beUevcs that Jesus is 
the Chnst, the son of God, and the redeemer of the world 
as It IS an act of obedience to his divine command, "do' 
thui m remembrance of mej" and I doubt no^ but you wiU: 
derive comfort and pleasing satisfiiction in peribrminir 

thu •et of obedience. I .S>ice^ 

give thmiks to God, for the scripture view, and sentimenu 
as sta^ by you, of your worthy pastor, that you were not 
required to subscribe to, or decUreyonr belief in doctrinet 
S7« 
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which have been themes of contention and discordi among 
good christians since the dajs of the reformation. One of 
the articles declares, it is not kiwful for the church to or* 
dain anything that is contrary to God's word written, and 
our Saviour asked with some degree of edmestness — *^ Why 
CTcn of jourselres, judge ye not what is right 1^ Tliis is 
sufficient aullioritj for the members of any church to have 
recourse to the bible as the only rule of faith and practice, 
ia preference to articles of man*s invention* Tlie views of 
Mr. £., as I understood them, agree with those expressed 
by our Mr. Hall on the last communion Sabbath. The 
church in its larger sense, or the church universal, in* 
eludes all the believers in Jesus Clirist, of every denomi- 
nation, and of all nations, tongues, and languages, through- 
out the m'orld ; and in this extensive sense, I understand the 
words of w)iat is called in the Apostles creed, *« The Holy 
Catholic Qiurch.'' Tliis creed expresses in good language 
my faith, and when I attend Mr. Cs church, I join with 
solemn feelings in the full expression of it. Tlie Nicean 
creed, if the Convention of the Episcopal church could 
have had their own way, would have been lefl out of the 
book. It was rejected and omited in the first edition, but 
the archbishop of Canterbury would not ordain the bish- 
op till it was added. They still persisted in excluding the 
creed of Athanasius. That was too repugnant to the in- 
telligence of the present age, and opposed to the light which 
has flowed in from the gospel. Other improvement will 
in the oourse of time be made in every church, and the 
christian world will before the final consummation of all 
things, witness the completion of the prediction, when they 
shall see eye to eye, and be included in one fold, under the 
Great Shepherd and Bishop of Souls. • There are persons 
of different sentiments in every single church, of every 
denomination, yet so long as they hold the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peaee, they will not fall out by the 
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way. Doet Watts,' in one of his hymns, predicts the time 
will come, when 

^ ^The Greek tbe Jew, 

Who paid the ancient wonhip or the new/' 

shall all meet and harmonize. I was always pleased with 
ahymn of, I think, of your old favorite Heniy Kirke 
White, which begins or ends thus : 

The chareh on earth and all the dead 

But one communion make, 
All Join in Chriat their living head. 

And of hia grace partake. 

Each congregation of worshippers is called a church, but 
the established church of England, call their whole estab- 
hshmcnt the church, not admitting any othem to be in- 
eluded in Ihe term. But in the larger or more libend 
sense, Uiere is but one church, the church universal, which 
includes aU in every nation who believe with Saint Peter 
•' thou art the Christ the son of the living God." This 
article of faith was ratified by our Saviour, when he deckr- 
cd, on this rock (this faith or thU creed,) I will build mj 
church. In this article of faith aU christians profess to 
believe, though they have added numerous others of their 
own invention thereto, one of which, viz : that he himself 
IS the living God, and at the same time the son of the liv- * 
ing God, involves the strange absur^lity that he is the son 
of himsclfl 

Although my sentiments are decided, yet I never pre- 
tended to dictate them to my children. We always had 
the bible on the table, and the book-case filled with cal- 
vmisUc, arminian, trinitarian, unitarian, episcopalian 
Presbyterian, moravian, and congregational divinity. I 
wished my children to read for themselves, and form their 
own opinions independent of any infiuence of mine ; and it 
ia a high satbfaction to me, that they possessed talents and 
sound judgment sufilcient for this puipose. There are but 
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toiSoice^ fcllh which WM once 

deUwS to the Saints aiid I pray thai ^ 

«ttidn.b«t .bide m feltowAip with the Father aiid with 1^ 

too Jesus Ch^is^ as this is what the gospd requires. John 
1-8. In the humble hope that this may be my case, 1 
d^l have strong expectotions of meeting you, and your 
Mod nartner, in the church triumphant, never more to be 
J™Iei JOHN IIOWLAND. 

Br consiiiuiional temperament and from convic- 
tion, we find him a congregationalist. Each body of 
worshippers he held to be endowed with the right 
of sclf-govcmmcnt, and in no sense amenable to as- 
sociation, presbytery, sj-nod, assembly or convoca- 
tion for the conduct of its affairs. His preference 
was strengthened by what he had read and wit- 
nessed of the tendency of such bodies to ccntraliie 
nower, and embarrass or repress the free exprcs- 
sion of thought- The Pilgrim Church of America, 
he considered a transcript of the models set up in 
the beginning at Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus and 
Bomc, and as such a true exponent of " the liberty 
' wherewith Christ makes free." Every clergyman, 
as he read the New Testament, was a bishop, equal 
in authority, and accountable only to his oira flock 
tnd to the Great Head of the Church. Firm in 
these opinions, he was, as we have seen, tolerant of 
the options of others, and if he ever expressed 
himself with emphasis, tt was to rebuke a preten- 
tious spirit. To one of this character, not familiar 
with the modes of other denominations, and to 
^om he was describing an insUllation he had just 
prerioualy attended, ho said, ^ eloTcn bishops were 



on the counciL Bishop ' read the hymn, 

bishop — — - preached the sermon, bishop — 
offerod the prayer of installation, and bishop 
pronounced the benediction.'' I did not know yon 
had bishops in your church, remarked his surprised 
auditor. '' 0," responded Mr. H., with an expres- 
sion of humor, '* we have none but bishops for over* 
seers of our congregations." 

For many years before his decease, Mr. Howland 
looked upon death as near. The prospect, how- 
over, never for a moment disturbed bis calm. He 
had disciplined his mind for the event, and the 
light of christian faith shed cheerfulness upon the 
grave. He awaited the day of his departure as a 
welcome release from the infirmities of the flesh, 
and as an introduction to the ^ better country," 
already endeared to him by many tender ties. With 
the feelings of a sojourner, and in the peace of a 
good conscience, ho writes : '' There is not a man 
now living, who owned any of tho property in this 
town when I eame to live here. I am among other 
generations, and in the midst of strangers. I am 
frequently inquired of, respecting those who have 
long since departed. It is a melancholy reflection, 

but I have no complaint to make I am 

in the constant acknowledgment of the great mercy 
of God, for the many blessings I have received from 
bis adorablo bounty. I have been generally favor* 
od with health ; though it has pleased God to call 
many of our children to a better state of existence. 
I have never suffered for the want of money ; I 
have always had enough for a comfortable support, 
and that is all that is necessary hero." 
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Again he writes : ^ I am now in my ninety-second 
year. I am sensible that I possess many of the 
infirmities incident to old age. Hy time is short 
that I have to remain, but I shall leave the place 
much better than I found it" And at a still later 
period he writes : ^ Belying on the hopes set forth 
in the gospel, that foith in Jesus Christ, and obe- 
dience to his precepts and commands, is the only 
way of salvation, I expect shortly to leave the 
world ' with a sure and certain hope,' as the church 
funeral service expresses it." 

And thus he lived by faith all the days of his 
appointed time until his change should come. And 
it came. The eye that witnessed a nation's birth, 
and watched its unprecedented growth, was dimmed. 
The ear that had listened to the voice of Washing- 
ton and Greene, and had waited on the instructions 
of Bowland and Hitchcock, grew dull. The tremu- 
lous hand no longer held the pen to instruct or 
amuse, and the feeble feet refused to bear the de- 
vout worshipper to the sanctuary. One by one 
the powers of life faltered before the array of years. 
And and on fifth of November, 1854, in the noon- 
day brightness of the holy Sabbath, the spirit of 
John Howland was yielded up to God who gave 
it 

His decease was respectftilly noticed in the pa- 
pers of the following morning, and resolutions ex- 
pressive of the sense of his worth and services, 
were adopted and published by the Rhode Island 
Historical Society, and the Bhode Island Peace So- 
doty. 
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"The funeral was solemnized the Wednesday 
afternoon following his decease, at the First Con- 
gregational Church. The services were exceed- 
ingly impressive, and were attended not only by 
tlie immediate relatives of the deceased, but also 
by a large number of the young and old who had 
come up to show respect to the memory of the 
venerable and good man. 

At two o'clock the corpse was borne into the 
church beneath the solemn music of the organ, at- 
tended by the following friends of the deceased as 
pall bearers, viz. : Uenry Bowcn, George Baker, 
Josiah Whitakcr, John H. Hamlin, George Larned, 
and Nehemiah S. Draper. 

Dr. Hedge commenced the services in the house, 
by the reading of various passages from the scrip- 
tures, selected with special reference to the life 
and character of the departed. He was followed 
by Dr. Hall, who, in a short address, alluded to 
some circumstances in Mr. Howland's life, to his 
long residence in Providence, and his intimate con- 
nection with the good works and moral. enterprises 
of his day, both in public and private; and to his 
simplicity of manners, and remarkable tenderness 
of affection, which lasted even to the hour of his 
death. Dr. Hall's address was a touching and elo* 
quent tribute to the memory of a just man. He 
spoke of his own intimate relation to the deceased. 
Twenty-two years ago, when he came to Providence 
to assume his present pastoral charge, Mr. How- 
land's house was the first house he entered among 
his future parishioners, and his voice spoke to him 
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the fift word of welcome. ^^^ ^^^""^"^^ '}^^ 
then found him the genial and tme-hewted frien^^^ 
«d the erer-readj christian helper. He had been 
a member of the church for a long serieti of years, 
and for a long time held the office of deacon. Ue 
was remarkable for his conscientious discharge of 
all duties, and was never absent from the worship 
of the Sabbath, unUl confined U> his house by the 
infirmities of age. Dr. Hall closed wUh a prayer 
that the occasion might be suitably i«n>re88cd and 
improved, after which the choir sang the 23d Psalm 
of David. A benediction was pronounced by the 
pastor, and the remains of the aged patriarch, fol- 
lowed by a long procession of relatives and friends, 
were borne to their last resUng place in Swan 
Point Cemetery."* 

In personal appearance, Mr. Howland was of 
medium height, frame compact and firmly knit, com- 
plexion light, eyes blue. Four portraits of him are 
exUnt. Two by Bass Otis, of Boston, painU^d 
in 1822; a third by Lincoln, of Providence, painte^^ 
in 1841; and a fourth, by the same artist, ml 8«. 
The last mentioned was procured by private sub- 
scription, and presented to the Rhode Island His- 
torical Society. Of this the portrait in this volume 
is acopv. Two fac-simile autograph signatures are 
herein preserved ; one affixed to the portrait, is a 
specimen of his chirography at the age of seventy. 
llWi the other, to the family arms, written on his 
ninetieth birth day. 

• rrarUteM JowMl, V^nmimB, ISW. 
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Mr. Howland was a remarkable man. By this 
it is not meant that he was a genius, or pre-emi- 
nently brilliant, or that tlie poetic clement prcdom* 
inatod in his mental organization. Perhaps few 
men were less tlie creatures of imagination. But 
he was remarkable for the important events with 
whicli ho was personally connected, the versatility 
of talent ho displayed, the variety and extent of 
his knowledge, the many responsible duties to which 
he was called, the amount of labor he accomplish- 
ed, and tlie universal hold he had upon the confi- 
dence and respect of the community. He seemed 
beyond most men of his years, to have had a true 
appreciation of the objects of life, and to have pur- 
sued those objects with singleness of purpose. 
Probably the main secret of his influence may be 
traced to these facts. He ever acted, so far as 
judgment can be predicated upon external evidence, 
on the conviction that society had claims upon him 
which he was bound to meet ; and while he sought 
his own, he did not forget his neighbors' welfare. 
Hence, he devoted his time and endowments to hun 
man improvement, and to the advancement of the 
interests of others, with as much earnestness as he 
would have done had the results enured wholly to 
his benefit In this respect his life is a worthy 
and instructive example. The strong tendency of 
the age to materialism, — to placing gain before 
godliness^ — and in the eagerness to accumulate, to 
over-ride and trample under foot tlie finer and no- 
bler qualities of man's nature, is too obvious to 
have escaped the notice of the observing; and it is 
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well, that at such a period, a voice from an honor- 
ed grare should speak to ns of better things, and 
incite ns to higher aims. 

The impression Mr. Howland made on those who 
had known him long and intimately, is happily ex- 
pressed in the following extract from a letter, writ- 
ten by a clergyman now a resident of another State. 
« My intercourse with him was intimate, and stands 
in my memory and my heart among tlic grateful 
passages of my life. I honored and loved him as 
a high principled, noble spirited, earnest, devout, 
sincere christian man— as a public spirited, gener- 
ous, pure minded, patriotic citizcnr-as a most ex- 
emplary parent and friend,— as indeed beyond, far 
beyond, the ordinary sUndard, faithful in all rcla- 
tions. God's sun never shone on an honcster, truer 
man. Ho was, however, a man of a very warm, 
and I should judge, by nature, passionate tcmiicra- 
ment, and therefore as miglit bo supposed, liable to 
pretty strong prejudices. But ho had also great 
self-government, and his judgment remained clear 

and reliable la our auxilliary 

Unitarian Association I only remember his dcvot- 
edness to the cause of what he heartily cherished 
M the pure gospel.* He was conservative, yet no 
man loved progress more, a mean of qualities by 
no. moans inoompatiblo, and indeed helping largely 
to oomploto the loftiest typo of oharactor. Ho w^s 
a benevolent man, and too, a beneficient one. No 
man among us was more bountiful in proportion to 
his means. 

•or thit ftatociatkm Mr. Ilowlaod wtf NTcra] yti^n inttMcnt, mmI 
4rfol9 Ike MMMl report Ibr ISM. 
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His respect for our profession had just enougli 
of the olden stamps to help his excellent judgment 
and strong common sense make such manifestations' 
of it as were most acceptable and gratifying to it.-^ 
members.* How he abhorred all time-serving, all 
meanness in every form, all shrinking from respon- 
sibilities which obviously belonged to a man, all 
double-faccdness I It will always be to me a 
tlieme of praise to the Almiglity, that he permitted 
me for many years such intimate intercourse with 
so valuable, conscientious and devoted a man. 
His sober common sense, and his solid wisdom, 
Imve been often to mo full of instruction." 

The moral of such a life is emphatic, and by 
every young man may bo studied with profit. It 
shows how an inflexible will can overcome the dis- 
advantages of limited opportunities ; how the station 
assigned by the Providence of God, may be hon« 
ored ; how a name " more to bo desired than great 
riches," may be won ; and how the life of an indi- 
vidual may become a benediction to his race ; and 

* As A pertinent luinotation on this stttcmcnt, the Tollowing ex- 
tracts firom the manuficript «llno' of the late Iter. Dr. John Pierce, 
liaro been kindly rurniMhctl. In n reconl of his visit to Providcncv 
in IS 15, ho says, ** Tlio vcncralilo John Howland, tlio S ft h genera- 
tion in descent Crom the man of bis name in the Mayflower, who 
landed in IMymoath, «tl December, H530, heariiitf of my purpose, 
rodo fVom Dcdliam to Urookline, eight miles, some weeks since, for 
tli0 pnrpoto of inriting mo to make his house my home during my 
IntomM rMU" The Invltnilon wss seecptoU, snd Oirtlior on ho addi, 
'' Oil SAtunSsr stternoofi si 4, 1 look Iho osn ft>r Proviikmco it tlis 
dopol la Doiton. In s llttio mora thsn two honn X 9t^\y srrlvfd si 
tlie dopol in Protltlon^. Thera I (buml tlio renomlilo Ur, Iloirbma 
•waltrng my arrlral. I found the establishment of thii roneniblo 
patriarch to bo orerj thing that could be desired. Wo bad Rgnbir 
morning nod o?ening dovotfons In imiution of the aoni of the Pll- 
grimi." 
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UEKORIAL TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.— NOTB A. p. 140. 

To Uio Hon. tho OcnonU Asicinbljr oftho Stnto of Rhode Inland, ibc, 
to bo lioldcD at Eaiit Greenwich, on tho la«t Uondajr In Fcbruarjr, 
A. D. 1799. The Ueroorial and Petition of the IVoTidence At* 
•ociation of Mechanici and ICanaractnron, roipectfUl/ ropre- 
tenta.*— 

That tho means of Education which are enjoyed in this 
State, are very inadequate to a purpose so highlj impor- 
tant : That numbers of tho rising generation, whom nature 
has libcrall J endowed, are suiTered to grow up in ignorance^ 
when a common education would qualify them to act their 
parts in life with advantage to the public, and reputation 
to themselves :»-That in consequence of there being na 
legal provision for tho establbhment of Schools, and for 
the want of public attention and encouragement, this so 
essential a part of our social duty is lefl to the partial pa- 
tronage of individuals, whoso cares cannot extend bejond 
the limits of their own families, while numbers in everj 
part of the State, are deprived of a privilege which it is the 
common right of everj child to ei^joj: That when to tluit 
respect, which, as individuals we f<^l ourselves bound to 
render to the representatives of the people, we add our 
public declaration of gratitude for the privileges we eivjojr 
as a oorporate body, we at the same time solicit this lion* 
orable Assembl/ to make legal provision for the establish* 
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meoiof Ff«e SdiooU, suflkieiit to edocate all the ehiMren 
la tho sereral towns throughout the State. With great 
confideaoey we bring this our earnest solicitation before thb 
Honorable Assembly, from the interest we feel in the pub* 
lie welfitfe, and from the consideration that our Society Is 
composed of members, not originallj of anj one particular 
town, but assembled mostly in our early years from almost 
ereiy town in the State : That we feel as individuals, the 
want, of that education which we now ask to be bciowcd on 
those who are to succeed us in life, and which is so csscn* 
tial in transacting its common concerns. Tliat wc feci a 
still greater degree of confidence, from tho consideration 
that while we pray this Honorable Assembly to establish 
Free Schools, we arc, at the same time, advocating the 
cause of the great majority of children througliout the 
State, and in particular of those wlio aie poor and desti* 
tuto— the son of the widow and the child of distress : 
Trusting that our occupations as Mechanics and Manu« 
lactafersi ought not to prevent us from adding to these 
reasons an argument which cannot fail to operate with 
tbostt to whom are committed tlie guardianship of Uie pub- 
lic weUkro, and that Is. that liberty and security, under a 
repubUcan form of goremment, depend on a general dif* 
fbsion of knowledge among the people. 

In confiding this petition and the reasons which have 
dictated it, to the wisilom of the Legislature, wc assure 
oorselves that their decision will be such, as will reflect on 
this Honorable Assembly the praise and the gratitude, not 
only of the youth of the present generation, but of thou- 
sands, the date of whose existence is not yet commenced. 



USmR OP IXSTRUCnOKS IN RELATION TO THE PUDUC 

fiQlOOLS.— Nora D. p. 143. 

"TolotataitkfWaUMn Rhodes, Thomas P. Ires, sad David L. 
.BflnMi,Esqs. 

GeDtlemen— Placing hi you the fullest confidence, we 

kavo sdaeled yon to assist in the public eonneils of the 
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State, not doubting your readiness to promote such mens* * 
ures, as may tend to advance the general interest, as com* 
bined with the private liappiness of the people. It never 
being our intention to bind our representatives by instruc- 
tions, in the ordinary business of legislation, we should not 
have addressed you at this time, but from the deep interest 
we feel in tho question submitted by the General Assem* 
bly to their constituents. On the question of Free Schools, 
gentlemen, all party distinctions are broken down ; hero 
there can be no clashing intprcsts. On tliis subject one 
section of the State cannot be opposed to another. Before 
this benevolent idea, every partial narrow motive of local 
policy must disappear. As wc are confident, that the gen* 
oral object of the bill can meet wir h no opposition, the only 
question which can arise, will be on some of its particuhur 
provisions, as to the best mode of carrying its general 
principle into eiTcct. On this point of the subject, we would 
recommend to you to support the adoption of the bill m 
its present form, as any inconvenience which may arise in 
particular districts, can, at any time, bo removed afVer the 
law is in operation, when experience can point out to tho 
legislature, the expoiliency of a different arrangement i but 
this we oonfldo to your discretion, on the positiro ii\)uoo> 
tlon, timt the general system Is not aflbcted. 

Fully confident of tho patriotism of our fellow citlsens 
throughout the State, that tlicy are actuated by the some 
anxious solicitude for the public good, wo doubt not but 
their representatives and ours will meet at the next session, 
bringing with them, the rich deposit of the pubh'6 senti* 
ment, and, by a unanimous voice, establish Free Schools 
throughout the State; then will that glory, which attaches 
itself to tlie purest benevolence, and to the highest acu of 
public virtue, rest on their heads, and the members of tho 
Riiode Ishind Legishiture, having thus before the close of 
the eighteenth century, provided for the full enjoyment of 
a right which forms so essential an article in tho graU syt- 
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* tern of social order, will be mcptioncd with high expres- 
sions of grmtitudc and honor, through the ages and genera- 
tions which ara yet to succeed. It is, nererthcless, the 
sense of the town, that, in case anj paHicular alteration 
of the billt to extend it to native Indians, or other people 
of edoTt or as H may respect any particular society, shall 
appear digiUe, to the representatiyes on hearing before 
tbo General Assembly, these instructions are not to bo 
coostraed to militate against any such amendment" 

TIIE WAR OF 181^— NoTB C. p. 210. 

The assault upon Stonington and other places, and the 
appearand of the enemy off Newport, created apprehen* 
•ions A>r the safety of ProTidence, and led to the adoption 
of measures to meet any emergency. On the 19th Sep- 
tember, 1814, a public meeting of the citizens of Provi* 
dence and ridnity, was held on the State House Parade, 
* lor the purpose of concerting measures of defence against 
menaced inTasion.** Hon. James Burrill, jr., presided, 
and lion. Thomas Burgess was chosen secretary. An 
eloquent and patriotic speech was made by Hon. Tristam 
Bargea, spirited resolutbns were passed, and a ** com- 
miuee of defence** chosen. Tliis committee which held 
daily meetings for consultation in the Washington Insur- 
ance Office* consisted of Daniel Lyman, Niclioks Brown, 
Samuel G. Arnold, Cyrus Butler, Kdwanl Carrington, 
Samuel Abom, Samuel Tliurbcr, Richmond Bullock, James 
Petteyt Caleb Karle, Sullivan Dorr, Ephmim Talbot, Wil- 
p^tm Chui^, Charles Dyer, Christopher Rhodes, John S. 
Dexter, Tristam Bulges, James Fenner, Henry Smith* 
and 7rafbft«^h Allen, who was appointed secretary. 

District eommitteea were also organized to co-operate 
with the general commiuee. The committee for the sec- 
ond distrid, of which Mr. Howland was chairman, called 
nmoelkigortheciUaensofthatdiatrictat the State House, 
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September 23(1, "for the purpose of being enrolled, and 
tendering their services to the committee of defence for 
erecting fortifications.'' Ninety-four persons enrolled their 
names, viz: John Howland, Crawford Allen, Kathon Wa- 
terman, jr., P. 0. Taylor, Abel Allen, Dudley C Chappo- 
tin, Samuel Adorns, Benjamin Wightmon, jr., William B. 
Bradfonl, Caleb Allen, S. N. Richmond, John 11. Hamlin, 
Joseph Jones, Joseph Dorr, Henry Jackson, Nathan Ting- 
ley, James Johnson, William Lamed, Ebenezer K. Dex- 
ter, Benj. B. Olney, Samuel F. Mann, Richard Salisbury, 
Nathaniel Smith, Samuel Dawley, James M. Brown, Benj. 
Drake, Joseph Haeker, Jno. R. Balch, Simon Wheeler, 
Henry Edes, Thomas R. Ilolden, Jonathan Harding, S. E. 
Hamlin, Sylvanus Tingley, Samuel Tingley, jr., Charles 
Polhird, C. Moulton, Elijah Rider, John Cornell, S. Dorr, 
Isaac Bulhird, James Burr, jr., Samuel P. Bullard, Al- 
pheus Ammidon, David Howell, Timothy Temple, Ed- 
ward l^Iason, Levi Wheaton, William Comstock, Seth 
Whcaton, Samuel Arnold, Alexander Jones, Benj. Smith, 
W. H. Cook, Geo. Freeman, Samuel Eddy, Asa Messer, 
D. Vinton, John L. Bowers, John ^liller, Nathan Ciiilds, 
Frederick A. Jencks, Benjamin W. Bobbins, Jonas Hub- 
bard, Ebenezer Foster, Stephen Gone, Amos M. Vinton, 
Tliomas Andrews, John Snow, Luther Pearson, Edwin II. 
Harris, Joi^cph S. Freeman, Edward Knowles, Ambrose 
Duval, Tliomas Vinton, Roger iVllenton, Joseph T. Hoi- 
royd, William Holroyd,jr., John Burr, Galen Hodges, 
Jacobs Otis, Thomas Hartshorn, A. Tingley, John New- 
man, Tliomas Rivers, George W. R, Coriis, Lebbeus L. 
Harding, James Snow, Henry Waterman, Samuel Lassell| 
Alexander M'Ginnis, Samuel Brown, Tliomas Howard, 
Aaron Mann— 94. To. these are added the following 
" persons who attended with the district by themselves or 
substitutes, and who did not subscribe.-" Edwkrd Taylor, 
WiUiam Harding, Wheeler Martin, John K. Pitman, Geo. 
Jackson, Jonathan Cady, Henry Packard, Rufus Waters 
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man — 8. Making a total of 102. Tliis list was prcscncd 
bj Mr. Ilowland. Whether the lists of volunteers in the 
odier districts are extant, is unknown* 

The districts were seven in numbcr^and their several 
committees were as foltows : 

First district— Philip Martin, Thomas Abbott, Joel 
Uetcair, Stanford NewelL Second district— John How- 
land, William Lamed, E. K. Dexter. Third districts- 
William Potter, Sanford Branch, Isaae Bowcn, Stephen 
H. Smith. Foartb dbtrict^Bei\j. G. Dexter, Martin 
Page, (Mo Maoran, Bei\j. Clifford. Fifth district- 
Mason, Stephen Waterman, Stephen Tillinglmst, 
Djer. Sixth district — Samuel Jackson, Payton 
Dana, Samuel Ames, Samuel Jackson, 2d. Seventli dis- 
trict— Benjamin Abom, Charles Hartshorn, Pelcg Wil- 
liams, Olncj Pjer, Daniel C Cushing. 

The amount of labor, in days, expended in constructing 
fertifications in September and October, was m follows : 
United Train of Artillery, 145. Greene Association, 55. 
Marine Artilleiy, 120. Volunteer Company, 78. Light 
Dragoons, 60. Cadets, 140. Students of Brown Uni- 
versit/, 120. Gentlemen of the Bar, 28. Freemasons, 
200. Free people of color, 96. Inhabitants of Scckonk, 
150. InhabitanU of Gtoucester, 120 ; of Scituate, 165 ; 
of SmithfieU, 70; of Johnston, 190; of Burrilvillc, 60 ; 
of Foster and North Providence, 100 ; of Cumberland 
and Heodoo, 90; of same, company of horse, 83; of 
FfOTidence, 980 ; Tarious other roluntecrs, 160. Total, 
SI 60 days. Of this labor, 2022 dajs were performed b/ 
eitiaens of Proridence. The first meeting of the '' com- 
mittee of defence "* was held September 19th, 18U, and 
tlie last, January 16th, 1815. 

BESOUmONB or THB HISTORICAL 80CIETT^NoTa D. 

At a special meeting of the Bhode Island Historical 
Sode^, held on the erening of Monday, the 6th day of 
Norember, A. D. 1854|il haring been annoonoed that 



Jolm Ilowland, Esq., who for tlio last twenty-one years 
lias worthily filled the oflicc of President of this Society, 
departed tliis life on the fiCih day of November, instant, at 
the advanced age of ninety-seven years; it is therefore 

Resolved, Tliat, in common withourfcllow-dtisens,we, 
by this event, are called to mourn the departure of one 
whose faithful and conscientious disdiarge of various pub* 
lie trusts, entitles him to the grateful remembrance of the 
community in which ho lived and died ; a community, for 
whose welfare ho was ever ready to unite in any work of 
moral or intellectual improvement ; and which is deeply 
indebted to his early cflTorts for the advancement of iu me- 
chanic arts and the development of its industrial resources; 
to tho persevering energy and enlightened seal which 
directed his exertions for tho establishment of its public 
sdiools ; for the active benevolence of his hibors in the 
founding ami management of its first Institution for Savings, 
its society for the promotion of peace, and its first associa* 
tion in the cause of temperance. 

Resolved, Tliat in this event, we mourn the breaking 
of tlie Uist living tie which united us as a body, with those 
who bore tho toils and met the dangers of our Rovolu- 
tionary conflict ; which Ims severed our earthly connection 
with one who stood witli Washington on the field of battle; 
and who aided with his voice and his pen, in the consoli- 
dation of tho union of tho States, and in the adoption of 
their national Constitution. 

Resolved, Tliat we especially cherish his memoiy, as 
one of tho founders and most devoted members of this So- 
ciety ; that we bear dieorful testimony to the strong inter- 
est which he ever manifested in tlio promotion of its objects ; 
and to the fidelity with which he discharged tho duties of 
iu most important offices ; and tluU wo are grateful for tho 
privilege of an association with him, in the work of pre- 
serving a history, with a large portion of which his own 
long life was so closely and honorably connected. 
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ResolTedf That as a mark of respect to the memory of 
the deceased, this Societj, in a body, wiD attend his 

foneraL 

Bcsolved, That we rcupcctfullj tender to the family of 
the deceased, our sympathy in their bereaYcmcnt; and 
that a copy of these resolutions be transmiUcd to them, by 

the Secretary. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered upon the 
Becords of this Society, and published in the newspapers. 

UENRY T. BECKWITII, Secretary. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE RHODE ISLAND PEACE SOCIETY. 

KOTB— E. 

At a special meeUng of the Board of Trustees of tho 
Rhode IsUuid Peace Society, Nov. U, 1854, the following 
neolutions were |)assed unanimously : 

As it has pleased God to remove by death our venera- 
ble piesident, John llowUnd, at the great age of nim-ty- 
sevcn years, therefore- 
Resolved, That we hereby place on record our grateful 
sense of his worth, and of his distinguished services to 
the: cause of Peace, as well as many other social and moral 

enterprises. 

Resolved, Tlmt by his earnest cfforU among tlic earliest 
supporters of this Society, at a time when the avowal of 
interest and faith in such a cause required more courage 
than now— by his uniform attendance upon the meetings 
and furtlierance of the objects of the Society, even after 
the infirmities of extreme age made it dilBcult for him to 
act at all— and by tlie (dclity with which he filled tlio ofllce 
of president for many years, being elected to that olTice to 
the time of his death— Mr. Ilowland has created a more 
than common title to the respect and gratitude of all friends 

ofPeace. 

Resolved, Hint in the quiet influence of a life so pro- 
tracted, and an example so consistent, we recognise the 
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great goodness of God ; and in the event of this removal 
we acknowledge a call upon all of us for increased devo- 
tion to this and every good object 

Resolved, That these resoluUons be published in the pa- 
pers of the city, and a copy of the same sent to the fiimily 
of the deceased. 

JOHN H. HAMLIN, Recording Secretary. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE FIRST OONGREGATIOKAL SOCIETT. 

KOTB F. 

At an adjourned meeting of the Benevolent Congrega- 
tional Society, holdcn Sunday, the 12th day of November, 
1854, after morning service, the following resolutions were 
unanimously passed : 

Whereas, in the departure, at the advanced age of nine- 
ty-seven years, of our venerable friend, John Ilowland, 
who was connected with this society for three quarters of 
a century ; who was constant in his attendance on public 
worship, ever jealous for the name, and watchful for the 
prosperity of the First Congregational Churcli and Society; 
wliose good deeds were not confined within his own house- 
hold of faith, but who was known in the community for 
his faithful observance of public duties ; his integrity, hon- 
or, truthfulness and patriotism ; by whose influence the 
cause of education, philanthropy and religion were 
strengthened; who was an eminently just man, fearing 
God, and through the varied experience of his long life, 
walking in the ways of his commandments ; ihis society 
and community have lost an esteemed associate and citizen ; 

Therefore, resolved, That witli feelings of gratitude for 
his friendly counsels, his acceptable services as a member 
and an officer of this church and society, as well as for hb 
useful example, we here record our tribute to his memory, 
thankful that he was spared to accomplish so much, and 
happy m the assurance that he now rests in peace. 

u 
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Bdfotredy That the Saerotarjr b« diraeled to oonmaiiU 
cate a copy of ilio tomfgohg molatloiif to iho flunO/ of 
tho dooeased. 

SAMUEL W. FECKHAU, Secfotaiy. 



WILL OF TUE riLGRIlf JOHN HOWLAKD-Koti G. 

The last will and testani<mi of Mr* John Ilowland, of 
Pljmouthi late doceased« exhibited to the Court, held at 
Plymouth, on the fiAh day of March, A. D. 1G72, on the 
oatlis of Mr. Samuel Fuller and Mr. William Crow, as 
fiilloweUi : 

Know all men to whom these presents shall come, that 
I, John Howland, ten'r, of the town of New Plymouth, in 
the colony of New Plymouth, in New England, in Ameri- 
ca, this twenty-ninth day of May, one thousand six hun* 
dred seventy and two, being of whole mind and in good and 
perfect memory and remembrance, praised be God, being 
BOW grown aged, baring many infirmities of body upon 
me, and not knowing how soon God will call me out of 
this world, do make and ordain these presents to be my 
testament, containing herein my last wiU in manner and 
form followmg : 

£nprimii. I will and bequeath my body to the dust, 
and my soul to God that gave it, in hopes of a Joyful re* 
surrection unto glory. And as concerning my temporal 
estate, I dispose tliercof as followetli : 

Jiem. I do giro and bequeath unto John Howland, my 
eldest son, besides what lands I have already given him, 
4dl my right and interest to thai one hundred acres of 
land granted me by the Court, lying on the eastern side 
of Taunton river, between Titicut and Taunton bounds, 

KoTB.— TiM ^te of ths Pfobsle of the wfll. secoidlBg to the prs- 
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and all the appurtenances and privileges thereto belonging, 
to betong to him and hii heirs and assigns fbrever i and if 
that tract should ikil, then to have all my right, title and 
interest by and in that but court grant to me,b any other 
place, to belong to him, his hchrs and assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my son, Jabes How- 
land, all those my uphmds and meadows that I now pos- 
sess at Satuckett and Paomctt, and places acyacent, with 
all the appurtenances and privileges belonging thereto, 
and all my right, title and interest therein, to belong to 
him, his heirs and assigns forever. 

lienu I give and bequeath unto my son, Jabes How- 
land, all that my one piece of kind that I have lyi^g on 
the south side of the Mill brook, in the town of Pljrmouth, 
aforesaid, be it more or less, and it is on the north side of 
a certain tract that is now Giles Richards, sen., to belong 
to the said Jabcx, his heirs and assigns forever. 

lienu I give and bequeath unti Isaac Ilowhind, my 
youngest son, all those my upUuids and meadows, divided 
and undivided, with all tlie appurtenances and privileges 
unto them belonging, lying and being in the town of Mid- 
dleborough, and in the troct of hind called the l^Ii^jor's pur- 
chase, near Namossakctt Ponds, which I have bought and 
pureliased of William White, of Marshfleld, In the colony 
of New Plymouth, which may or shall appear by any deed 
or writing that is given under the said White's hand, all 
such deeds or writings, togetlier with the aforomenttoned 
particular, ice, to belong to the said Isaac, his hchrs and 
assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my said son, Isaac 
Howland, the one half of my twelve acre lot of meadow 
tluit I now have at Winnetucsett river, within the town of - 
Plymouth, aforesaid, to belong to him the said Isaac How- 
land, liis heirs and assigns forever. 

Hem. I will and bequeath unto my dear and loving 
wife,* Elizabeth Howhnd, the uee and benefit of my now 
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dwelling Loiue in Roekej Nook, in PlTmouth, afecesaid 
with the oathoosing Uuids, that is npknds wid meadow 
lands, and all appurtenances thereto belonging in the town 
of Pljmouth, and all other lands, liousing and meadows, 
that I have in said town of rijmoulh, excepting what 
meadow and uphuid I have before given to my sons, Ja- 
bes and Isaac Ilowhind, daring her natural life, to enjoy, 
make use of, and improve for her benefit and comfort. 

Item. I gire and bequeath to my son, Joseph IIow- 
hmd, after the decease of my loving wife, Elizabeth IIow- 
land, my aforesaid dwelling house at Rockey Nook, together 
with all tlie outhousing uphinds and meadows, appurte- 
nances and privileges belonging thereunto, and all other 
housing upkinds and meadows that I have within the afore- 
said town of New Plymouth, excepting what hinds and 
meadows I have before given to my two sons, Jabes and 
Isaac, to belong to him, the said Joseph Ilowhuid, to him 
and his heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Desire 
Gorham, twenty shillings. 

lienu X give and bequeath to my daughter, Hope 
Chipman, twenty shillings. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Elizabeth 
Dickenson, twenty shillings. 

Jiem* I give and bequeath to my daughter, Lydia 
Brown, twenty shillings. 

/lent. I give and bequeath to my daughter, Ilannah 
Bosworth, twenty shillings. 

Ittnu I give and bequeath unto my daughter, Ruth 
Ouhman, twenty shillmgs. 

lUm. I give to my grand eliild, Elizabeth Ilowhind, 
the daughter of my son, John Ilowhind, twenty shillings. 

Mem. ily will is tliat these legacies given to my daugh* 
ters, be paid by my executrix in such space as she think- 
estmeet. 

Jran. I will and bequeath unto my lovmg wife, 
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both Howland, my dcbU a^ legacies being first paid, my 
whole estate, viz : lands, houses, goods, cliattels, or any 
thing cLsc that belongeth or appertaineth unto me, undis* 
posed of, be it either in Plymouth, Duxborough, Middle- 
borough, or any other place whatever, I do freely and ab- 
solutely give and bequeath to my dear and loving wife, 
Elizabeth Howland, whom I do by those presents make, 
ordain and constitute to be the sole executrix of this my 
last will and testament, to see the same truly and faithful- 
ly performed according to the tenor thereof. In witness 
whereof, I, the said John Howland, senior, have hereunto 
set my hand and seal, the aforesaid twenty-ninth day of 
May, one thousand six hundred seventy and two, 1672. 



JOHN HOWLAND. 



< SEAL, i 



Signed and seided in the presence of 
Samuel Fdlleb, 
William Crow. 

THE PILGUIM JOHN HOWLAND'S ESCAPE FBOM DROWK- 

ING.— NoTB U.— P.O. 
Gov. Bradford, speaking of the storms the Mayflower 
encountered on her voyage to Plymouth, says, « In sun-^ 
dric of these stormes the winds were so feirce, and ye seas 
so high, as they could not beare a knote of saile, but were 
forced to hull, for divorce days togither. And in one of 
them, as they hiy thus at hull, in a mightie storme, a lus. 
tie yonge man (called John Howland) coming upon some 
occasion above ye graUings, was, with a seele of ye shipe 
throwne mto [ye] sea ; but it pleased God yt he caught 
hould of ye top-satle halliards which hunge over board,, 
and rane out at length ; yet he hild his hould (though he 
was sundrie iadomes under water) till he was hald up by 
ye same rope to ye brime of ye water, and then with a 
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boat hooka and other means ))o4 into* ]re ship againe, and 
his life saved ; and thoagh lie was something ill with it, 
yet he lived many years aAer, and became a profitable 
member, both in ehurch and eomone wealth.'** 



• « 



GENEALOGT OF THE HOWLAKD FAMILT.-Kora L 



In the introdactory chapter of this volume, tlie names 
and marriages of the children of the Pilgrim John Ilowland 
are mentioned. In this note is given so much of the family 
genealogy as is necessary to indicate tlic line of descent of 
the subject of these pages. 

Jabcs Ilowland, second son of John and Elisabeth, of 
Plymouth, married Rcthiah Tlmchcr, and settled in Bris* 
tol, R. I. They had five sonii, Jabes, b. Sept. 15, 1GG9 ; 
Josiah,b. Aug. 1, 167G; John, b. July 26, 1679; Sam* 
ucl, b. in Dristol ; Joseph, b. in Bristol, Oct 14, 1692«— 
From the four first named are descended a numerous pos- 
terity. 

Joseph, youngest son of Jabei and Beihiah Ilowland, 
and grandson of Pilgrim John, married Batlisheba Gary, 
to whom were bom Lydia, Nov. 6, 1715 ; Joseph, Dec 6, 
1717; Elizabeth, Feb. U, 1719. Joseph, the father, 
died Aug. 16, 1737. 

Joseph Ilowland, son of Joseph and Bathshcba, and 
great grandson of John, of Plymouth, settled in Newport, 
R. L, and married Sarah Barlcer, daughter of Jeremiah 
and Penelope Barker. They had Henry, b. 1751, who 
married Susan Baker ;t Penelope, b. 1755, who married 
captain John Taber; John, b. Oct 81, 1757; removed to 
Providence, and married Mary Carlisle, dau. of John and 
Elisabeth Cariisle, and g. g. dau. of James Franklin, Jan. 
18,1788. 

John and Uary Garlisle Howhmd, had Alfred, Penelope, 

• Hist PiTBoath OokNij, p. 76. 

t Tkeir oolj son^ DciOsoihi Dsksr Howltad, Is ths piesent town 
CMn, and dsn oC prowils la Hewpoft 
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Bei\jamin Russell, Janetta, Mary, and eight children who 
died under the age of three years. 

RECAPITULATION: 

First generation— John Ilowhmd and Elisabeth his 
wife, of the Mayflower company. 

Second generation— Jabez Ilowhmd and Bethiah 
Tliaclier, his wife. 

Third generation— Joseph Ilowhmd and Bathshcba, his 
wife. 

Fourth gcneraUon— Joseph Ilowland and Sarah, his 
wife. 

Fifth generation — Henry Howbnd and Susan, his wife; 
Penelope Ilowland and her husband, captain John Taber ; 
John Ilowland and Mary, his wife ; Benjamin Ilowland 
and Susan, his wife. On page 13, it is incorrectly sUted 
that John Ilowland was of the fourth generation from the 
Pilgrim. The error escaped notice until the sheet had 
been printed. 

VOTB J.— p.909. 

At a meeting of the UnUcd train of Arlilleiy Company, 
Monday, 24th April, 1797, 

Voted, Tliat the tlianks of this Company be presented to 
lieutenant John Ilowhmd, for liis faithful attention in the 
discharge of his duty as an officer in tliis Company ; and 
that the clerk present him with a copy of the same. 
True copy, 

Bkmj. Cliffoud, Clerk. 

Kora K. 
In 1808, and again in 1809, Mr. Ilowhmd was commis- 
sioned Justice of the Peace, under the official seal of gov- 
ernor James Fenner. 
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coafldenre In, and knowlclfre uf llie Imlian rbararirr, fbr wlilrh bo 
«as always dli<tin(;Hiiibml.U'll)l>n»i mrnol «n hlM |ui>ldkii. Tltena- 
ttm Mlninml to ilic vlic of <hr liniih, ami ■■liikfl the MnrnKcn 
wHh IbC nrkndlf wclronn of irluit-rhnr! — irknt-rbrrrl tVilllainii and 



1 irhnlrh.rr. 



, _ , . . . 'rlimioilMl Ibdr fMemlljr prrllncii. 

Fmni ihh annnlrioaii montrnl, ihr lilxoiy of the Stale of Ithoilc IiU* 
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or barlmrlnn to rhilicalkni and vnk'r.tniiiX till tm lint i-ngeii. The 
coMecli of Kinirii ami mllllafy mmmanden, war, manaarrvn, Iwitlle*, 
and deraHatkm iHpiiljr llw rent, litre, tbrlrpkiraiiiMiirRl; known. 
Inehlcnlti and iranMrtbniii whirh Hhtt rcrclrg no altrtitlon, will hr* 
INMMM a llirlf and roniinantinK Inirient. In Khoile ■•laml hlxinry, 
Ibe drrnmiitanen whkli we hare nntirnl.irnol Ihonrhlof milllrlcnt 
Import to lie mrnlb>ned In ilic lioily of Ibr work, nuirht at least, Io 
flncl a pUec In a marginal note. I will Ibcrrlbre, lijyuurpcmilMlon, 
pnnrnt it to Tonr noiln In )lii> form ; 

Tba alwsM laM tt fflmleknr Orr : in n«ri Ma Ui* IHmdlr (thUiii sf 
ikas^HUibaAHi ibbslH*, n* rNdW br tb« pUohu wha uprsaebtri 
(■•r Man rot. tlw"-" --'--■ — 
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